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Good Shepherd Gathers for: 

WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS 

9:00 am  

EDUCATION / FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

10:15 am 

Sunday School * Fellowship 

Adult Faith Forum Bible Study 

 

He Is Risen! 

Easter Worship 

Sunday, April 5, 2026 

6:00 am Outdoor Worship @ SYLVAN HILL 

6:30 – 8:30 am Easter Breakfast 

9:00 am Worship @ GSLC 

Note:  

The office will be closed on  

Monday, April 6, in observance of Easter. 
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.       

G A T H E R  in Blessings    *    G R O W  in Purpose    *    G O with Passion 

 

 

930 Edgewood Road Wausau, WI 54403         

          (Change Service Requested) 

     



 

 
             
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

MUSIC MINISTRIES: APRIL SCHEDULE: No Rehearsals April 6-April 10  

MONDAYS: 5:30 pm Shepherd Strummers  

WEDNESDAYS: Shepherd Ringers 6:00 pm / Adult Choir 7:00 pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pentecost is coming! May 17 is right around the corner, and we will again be doing the Gospel reading with 
an assortment of languages. If you would like to participate and have a language preference, contact 
Kartika Putri.  
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Date 5-Apr 12-Apr 19-Apr 26-Apr 

Presiding Minister Pr. Nicole Pr. Nicole Pr. Natalie Pr. Dan 

Assisting Minister Andy Walters Laurie Sturzenegger MJ Horvat Julie Yandell 

Reader(s) Olliver Merkey Diane Peterson Theresa Bootz Addison Stumpner 

Greeter 1 Susan Mazique Helen Vance TBD K Toth 

Greeter 2 Bonnie Anderson Julie Yandell Jean Korpela Adam Pleuss 

Usher 1 Marty Krahn Jovid Schuette Laurie S Hank Pleuss 

Usher 2 Greg Behrendt Josh Stumpner Mike S Andy Heise 

Communion Jill F, Bobbie S Mindy S, Mike S Barb D, Kay W Theresa B, Jill F 

Altar Guild 
Kay Walters 

Theresa Bootz 

Kay Walters            

Theresa Bootz 

Kay Walters               

Theresa Bootz 

Kay Walters            

Theresa Bootz 

Coffee Hour Easter Breakfast 
Birthday & 

Anniversary Cakes 

Pam B, Denise M, 

Robin M 

Shared Fellowship 

Potluck 

 

APRIL Presiders 
 Pr. Nicole Behnke-Welke  

April 5  
 

 Welcome Sunday for Pr. Nicole 

Pr. Nicole Behnke-Welke    
April 12   

Pr. Natalie Bassett 
April 19 

 

Pr. Dan Sire  
April 26 

 

  

  

Good Shepherd is online: 

YOUTUBE:  type: GSLC Wausau WI 

(Hit SUBSCRIBE and you will get notified when there are new videos) 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/gslcwausau/  

GSLC WEBSITE: www.gswausau.org 

Other Resources:      

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES/ Daily Devotions: lhm.org 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS ARE HERE: Christ in Our Home & Portals of Prayer  

 

 

  

W O R S H I P 
          

This month has been busy and fulfilling through worship, mission, work of 

the church and fellowship. This means YOU if you serve on a task force or 

committee like Stewardship…or volunteer as a worship assistant in a variety 

of ways…or you helped make the midweek Lenten journey meaningful by 

helping with the meals or logistics…or you contributed food, money, time or 

prayer to Maggie’s Pantry effort…or you welcomed our                                              

guests and helped make the Easter Egg Hunt a success…                                                  

or you visited someone homebound...                                                                        

or you participated in governance.                                                                                                   

These are just a few ways that you have and can                                                                                      

BE THE CHURCH.   

April 

Noisy Offering 

Wausau Area 

Mobile Meals 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gslcwausau/


 

 

Dear Good Shepherd Congregation Members, 

It is with great joy that we introduce Pastor Nicole Behnke‑Welke as Good Shepherd’s first-ever 

Bridge Pastor. Many of you already know Pastor Nicole from her faithful service as part of our 

Pulpit Supply Pastor team over the past three years. We are delighted that she will now accompany us 

more closely as we continue to grow our ministry and discern our readiness to begin a formal call 

process in the near future. 

Pastor Nicole began her part‑time ministry with Good Shepherd the week of March 16, 2026. In this 

role, she will serve an average of 20 hours per week, offering Word and Sacrament ministry and 

pastoral care as a member of our ministry team. Her responsibilities will include holding scheduled 

office hours, presiding at worship approximately two Sundays each month, officiating at funerals and 

weddings, providing pastoral counseling, making home and hospital visits, and supporting additional 

needs of the congregation as they arise. 

Pastor Nicole holds a Master of Divinity degree and a Youth Ministry certification from the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at Gettysburg in Pennsylvania. Her ministry experience includes serving as an 

Associate Pastor, Youth and Family Ministries Pastor, camp chaplain, and hospice chaplain. She 

brings particular gifts in chaplaincy, end‑of‑life care, ministry with children, youth, and families, 

supply preaching and teaching, and supporting communities with diverse religious backgrounds. 

Because this Bridge Pastor role is new for Good Shepherd, we anticipate that it will grow and adapt as 

we work together to meet the needs of our congregation. Your Church Council will continue to 

collaborate closely with Pastor Nicole, Angie, and Kartika as our church body evolves, and quarterly 

meetings to evaluate and adjust the work and role are planned. The Bridge Pastor position is intended 

to be temporary; our hope is that within two years we will transition into calling a regular Pastor. Per 

her contract, Pastor Nicole may enter into consideration for that call if both she and the congregation 

feel led in that direction. 

We warmly welcome Pastor Nicole and her family—Nicki and Thomas—into the Good Shepherd 

family. We celebrate this new chapter with gratitude and anticipation for the journey ahead! 

 

Warmly,          

Your Good Shepherd Church Council Executive Team  

(Laurie Sturzenegger, Stephanie Martell, and Jennifer Holcomb) 
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Easter Breakfast 
Please gather family and friends and come support the Youth Mission Trip  

by joining us for a full Easter breakfast at Good Shepherd church!  

We will be serving Easter morning, April 5, from 6:30 (just after the sunrise service)  

until 8:30, as you prepare for the 9:00 worship service.  

The Free Will Offering will help cover costs for the June mission trip to Milwaukee 

 for several of our Good Shepherd youth and others from around town.  

Any questions can be directed to Tim Holcomb, 715-212-3633. 

confirmation 

Regular classes pick up again April 8 at St Stephen church.  

Wednesdays from 5:30 til 6:30. 

 

Mission Trip Egg Rolls 
The Youth Mission Trip participants are planning an egg roll sale!  

Pre-order with one of the traveling youth (Carly, Addison or Kyiah),  

Jen Walters or Tim Holcomb (if you can't find one of the youth).  

Pork and veggie egg rolls will be sold for $20 per dozen.  

They will be available on Sunday, April 26.  

Any excess egg rolls beyond the pre-orders will be sold that morning at church.  

The mission trip this year will be in June to Milwaukee.  

The youth will be working through a faith-based organization to provide  

service to food banks, community gardens,  

childcare centers, senior centers, a free cafe and/or other social service agencies.  

Please keep them in your prayers for a meaningful week of service. 
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Confirmation 
Confirmation class schedule:                             

April 8, 15, 22 & 29 @ ST. STEPHEN                                                

Save the date: Sunday, May 10                            

Affirmation of Baptism! 

Adult Forum 
Will not be meeting Easter Sunday, 

April 5 or the 12th. Consider sitting in 

on the Peace of Mind Seminar hosted 

by Helke / Brainard Funeral Home. 

Sunday School 
The last day of Sunday School will be 

Sunday, May 24, 2026. Be sure to 

bring your kiddos for the end of year 

celebration! 

 

 

Corks n  covers  
Thur, April 23 1:30 pm 

  

Riverlife Apartment Community Room 
   

Book:  

Surviving Savannah  
By: Patti Callahan  

 

 RSVP PLEASE 
To: Bonnie Anderson 

715-551-6975 
  

bring a friend! 
 

It Takes a Village:                                
Lay School Celebration  

Did you know that Good Shepherd has 4 

students finishing the core Lay School 

program this year? It’s kind of a big deal! 

This is a 2-year program plus optional 

continuing ed. 
 

The ECSW Synod will host a special 

celebration in Shawano, WI on May 23. It 

would be wonderful to have Good 

Shepherd representation there to 

celebrate with those completing their 

courses.  
 

Check in with the office if you’d like to 

learn more and possibly enroll yourself, 

you can check it out as a guest April 17th 

and/ or 18th ,                                                  

or go to ecsw.org/layschool 
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       GOOD SHEPHERD’S 

  

Saturday, May 16 

9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Sale continues after worship on 
Sunday, May 17                                          
10:15 am-noon 

Located in the Fellowship Hall  
Contact the church office for information   

715-675-1997 

To the Tom & Rick Domka for donating the 

famous and beautifully homegrown     

assortment of tomatoes and potting plants! 

LOOKING FOR HELPERS                           

SATURDAY & SUNDAY! 

Pantry items Wish list  
Any canned fruits and vegetables 
Canned Soups 
Shelf stable milk 
Apple/grape/cranberry juice 
Mac and Cheese boxed 
Pasta (any kind) 
Pasta sauce red or white 
High protein / gluten free pasta 
Instant Mashed Potatoes: just add water type 
Complete Pancake mix and syrup 
Toaster pastry 
Cereal of any type  
Rice-a-roni or similar side dish 
Spaghetti-O’s and similar quick canned pasta 
“Tubes” of ground beef/chicken/turkey 
Hot dogs 
Packs of chicken legs or breasts 
9x13 disposable baking pans 
Cake mix 
Canned Frosting 
Birthday candles 
Financial Support (cash or Check)  
 
  

 

Next Scheduled Pantry Day 

 Monday, April 27 
2 -5 pm or until food is gone   

 

 

 

Recap of March’s 

pantry day 

Mon. March 30 
Astounding! 

Overwhelming! 
Humbling! 

Stark! 
Revealing! 
A privilege! 

 
The day began with 

preparations for sharing 
food with 60 households. 
Within an hour those 60 

families had come through.  
 

All the food was gone to 
over 80 families /  upwards 

of 190 individuals                 
before 4 pm. 

Your support and care of 
this ministry is coveted and  

Humbly appreciated.  
 

Wishlist 
We are in need of another 

refrigerator. 
New or used  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Want to help? 
At this time,  

contact MJ Horvat (715-205-9195)                   
or Laurie Sturzenegger (715-551-3275) 

 
* A growing crew is needed on pantry day.     
* There are occasions for picking up items 

or following up on community deals.  
* Share our story 
* Donate and pray  

 

 

  

  

Did you Know? 
$20 can buy: 

A grocery bag of fresh:  
Milk 

Loaf of bread  
butter/ margarine 

1 dozen eggs  
1 lb burger 

Pack of hotdogs or  
4 chicken legs 

Chicken legs or hotdogs 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 
  

 
 
 
 

1   
No Bells 
 
Combined Choir 
Rehearsal @ GSLC 
6:30 PM 

2 
6:30 pm Maundy 
Thursday Worship 
@ GSLC w/ 
Combined Choir 
Pr Nicole Behnke-
Welke presiding 
 
SHARED 
MINISTRY 
 
Flower Pickup 

3 
12:00 & 6:30 pm 
Worship@  
St. Stephen w/ 
combined choir 
 
No worship @ 
GSLC 
 
SHARED 
MINISTRY 
 

4 
 

5   
EASTER SUNDAY 
6:00 AM Sunrise Worship 
@ Sylvan Hill 
 
6:30-8:30 am                     
EASTER BREAKFAST 
 
9:00 am Worship  
 
Pr Nicole B. Welke 
presiding at both services 
 

6 
Election Setup 
 
OFFICE CLOSED IN 
OBSERVATION OF 
EASTER- 
 
No Rehearsals 
This week 
 

7 
7:00 am-8:00 pm       
Dist.6 Spring 
Election 
 
 
 

8  
Election Cleanup-
am 
 
5:30 pm 
Confirmation @ St. 
Stephen 
 

9 
 
  

10 
 

11  
 

12  
9:00 am Worship   
Pr Nicole B. Welke 
presiding- Formal 
Welcome Sunday 
 
10:15 am 
Fellowship Hour 
Sunday School 
Brainard Funeral Home 
Presentation 
 

13 
 
5:30 pm Strummers  
 
 
 
 

14 
9:00 am 
LWR Quilters 
 
6:30 pm Church 
Council Mtg 

15                   
5:30 pm 
Confirmation @ St. 
Stephen 
 
6:00 pm Ringers 
7:00 pm Choir 
 
OFFERING 
COUNT 

16 
 

17 
Lay School 

   18 
Lay School 
 
8:00-4:00 pm 
HCE 
Learning 
Day 
Building Wide 

19   
9:00 am Worship  
Pr Natalie Bassett 
presiding  

20 
5:30 pm Strummers 
 

21 
9:00 am 
LWR Quilters  
 
 
 
 

22 
5:30 pm 
Confirmation @ St. 
Stephen 
6:00 pm Ringers 
7:00 pm Choir 

23 
1:30 pm 
Corks n Covers @ 
Riverlife 
Community Room 
 
6:30 pm Riverview 
Mtg 

24 
 

25 
 
 

26 
9:00 am Worship             
Pr Dan Sire 
Fellowship Hour 
Sunday School 
 
Eggroll Youth Fundraiser 
Sale! 
 

27 
2:00 pm  Maggie’s 
Pop-up Pantry 
6:00 pm                        
Forest Park Mtg 
5:30 pm Strummers 
 
 

28 
9:00 am 
LWR Quilters  
 
 

29  
9:00am-3:00pm 
Homemaker’s 
County Day  
 
5:30 pm 
Confirmation @  
St. Stephen 
 
6:00 pm Ringers 
7:00 pm Choir 
Month End 
OFFERING 
COUNT 

30 2 3 

A P R I L   C A L E N D A R 
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APRIL                          
Birthdays 

1 Michael Selby 

3 Camden Majewski 

5 Susan Jirgl 

 Evelyn Trapp 

6        Brandt Schreiber 

7           Cody Beyersdorff 

 Gary Jarntowski 

13         Emmelin Kummerow 

16 Jenny Glovinski 

 Stephanie Martell 

17         Lukas Gallagher 

20 Bev Korpita  

 Chris Petterson 

  

 

  

  

21 Pam Daigle 

23     Tyler Beyersdorff 

 Christian Boulanger 

             Helen Vance 

24     Ali Ramthun 

25 Jan Bootz-Dittmar 

 Janice Meachen 

 John Sickels 

26   Keith Laszewski 

27         Jennifer Samperisi 

28 Chad Majewski 

29        Karen Lakus 

30        Blake Waldinger 

  

  

  

  

APRIL                          
Anniversaries  

11         Richard & Arlene Henke 

            James & Kay Walters 

15        Dave & Brenda Blaubach 

  

  

930 EDGEWOOD RD 

WAUSAU, WI 54403 

(715) 675.1997 

info@gswausau.org 

www.gswausau.org 

office hours: 

9:30 AM-4:00 PM 

Monday-Friday 

(Office Closed 4-6-26) 
 

Worship 

Sundays @ 9:00 am 

 

 

Worship services available  

Released for: 

Sundays 

 

go to 

GSLC Wausau WI on Youtube, 

www.gswausau.org 

Facebook 

(they remain available at 

our youtube channel) 
 

Pastor Nicole Behnke-Welke  

Bridge Pastor of Good Shepherd 

Office: 715.675.1997 ext.: 106 

 

Dr. Kartika Putri 

Minister of Worship and Music 

Office: 715.675.1997 ext.: 103 
 

Angie Huckbody 

Parish Administrator 

Office: 715.675.1997 ext.: 101 
 

Brian Wiese 

Interim Financial Secretary 

715.539.6700 
 

Barb Denfeld 

Parish Nurse 

 

Paul Jauch 

Treasurer 
                  

  

 

 

 

http://www.gswausau.org/


Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Wausau WI 

Church Council Meeting Minutes: March 10, 2026 
 

Call to Order & Attendance 
6:29 pm - Present:  Lorraine Beyersdorf, Jennifer Holcomb, Marty Krahn, Stephanie Martell, Craig Netzer, Josh 
Stumpner, Laurie Sturzenegger, Mike Sturzenegger, Marjorie Viergutz. Excused: Emily Jauch, Andy Walters 
 

Gathering Litany 
 
God’s Word 
Devotional Time - Mike Sturzenegger: What is Peace? It’s more than the absence of conflict! [See John 14:27 and 
Philippians 4: 6-7.] 
 
How have we seen God at work this week?  
 
[Note: MSC = motion/second/carried] 
 

Agenda Review/Approval   

● Add: Discussion of Letter to Inactive Status Members 
● Agenda Review/Approval as amended (MSC: Martell/L Sturzenegger) 

 

February Treasurer/Financial Report 
Group reviewed financials - Contributions for February were $21,929. Expenses for February were $22,391, 
resulting in a loss of $461 for the month before the transfer of funds from building fund. Please see the Treasurer 
report for more details. Note that Maggie’s Pop-Up Pantry total includes money contributed for purchase of the 
refrigerator.  
 
Motion to Accept Treasurer Report as presented (MSC: M Sturzenegger/Stumpner) 
 

Our Response to the Word 
 
Standing Agenda Items 

 
Kartika’s Korner: nothing this month - March/April is a busy time in the church! 
 
Current Agenda Items 

1) Reports review/discussion:  
a) Community Assistance fund (to help with unhoused housing needs): motion that we participate in and 

support the Wausau Area ELCA Assistance Fund with a start-up contribution of $500 (MSC: Martell/M 
Sturzenegger) 

b) Bridge Pastor: Pastor Nicole signed the Bridge Pastor contract on March 1, 2026 and she is scheduled to 
start on/about March 16; on March 22, we anticipate a Synod representative will join us in worship and to 
welcome Pastor Nicole formally to this new role. A letter of introduction will go out to the congregation 
very soon, as well.  

c) Stewardship committee: The Stewardship Committee has completed the six weeks of activities and is now 
moving into the next steps. One of these steps is to have Council members make phone calls to those who 
have not returned the stewardship time and talent forms. More to come soon!  

d) Maggie's pop-up pantry: an application to order food supplies from Peyton’s Promise was approved! This 
will provide up to $4,000 annually (in two separate orders) for additional needed supplies, including fresh 
food items. HUGE thanks to the team working on this important community project for their dedication 
and commitment.  

e) Legacy Gifts: the Jim Nick estate has not been finalized yet; estimated Eunice Bauer estate payments over 
the next 9 years were discussed.  

   
2) Parking Lot update (Property Committee): Jensen and Sons (from Medford, WI) has been awarded the contract, 

and a deposit has been made for replacing the small, south-side parking lot. Asphalt removal, placement of new 
asphalt, replacement of visitor and handicap parking signs, and repair of a concrete pillar near the south-facing 
entrance is all to be included in the work. Josh Stumpner is coordinating the work (thank you, Josh!).                    8 
 



3) Harmann Studios photo directory: defer to later in the year as we settle into a new normal with our Bridge Pastor 
in place; we will also explore other potential vendors.  

 
4) Congregational Constitution updates: request for sub-committee. Josh Stumpner, Laurie Sturzenegger and Marty 

Krahn volunteered; that team will recruit an additional non-Council member as well, to review the new Synod-
approved constitutional format and update ours.  
 

5) Between-meeting decision needs and approval process: Laurie will explore how other congregations of similar size 
manage this type of process to prepare us for future urgent needs.   
 

6) Feedback requested regarding letter to inactive status members: tabled to May after discussion of current 
definition of inactive status, what our goal would be, etc.  
  

 
Sending Litany and Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
Sending/Motion to Adjourn 

● Meeting Adjourned at 7:59pm  (MSC: Krahn/Viergutz) 
 
 
Noisy Offering Plan: 

April - Wausau Area Mobile Meals 
May - Synod Assembly meeting 
June - Maggie’s Pop-Up Pantry 
 

 
Follow-Ups for future meetings: 

1) May: review of active members and reengaging those who may be inactive 

2) Social Media policy review - deferred into 2026 
3) 2027 Annual meeting will need to include approving new constitution model 
4) Consider moving to an Executive Team that includes a “Past President” 
5) August: Church Directory 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jennifer Holcomb, Secretary 
 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Council  
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Picnic at the Pavilion 

FREE  EVENT 

May 3rd, 2026 

4 pm 


