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JULY Officiants  
 

  July 5:  Pr. Nicole Behnke-Welke  

July 12:  Lay Led-Mission Trip  

July 19:  Lay Led-Geri Luer/ MJ Horvat 

July 26:  Pr. Nicole Behnke-Welke 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
 

WORSHIP 

SUNDAY WORSHIP  
9:00 AM @ GSLC 

 
July 5th OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

FOLLOWED BY A POTLUCK PICNIC  
 

THURSDAY NIGHT                                 
DINNER CHURCH 

THURSDAYS @ 5:30 pm 
 

 
ONLINE WORSHIP  

AVAILABLE 

 

Pickup choirs Sundays, July 5 & 19 

Rehearse at 8 and help lead music at 9am 
 

 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

Paid 

Brokaw, WI  54417 

Permit No. 1 

Please Note:                                               

New Summer Hours 

Monday-Thursday:                                               

9:30 am-4 pm 

Closed on Fridays 
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Date 5-Jul 12-Jul 19-Jul 26-Jul 

Presiding 
Minister 

Pr. Nicole Lay Led (Youth Trip) Geri Luer Pr. Nicole 

Assisting 
Minister Julie Yandell Tim & Jenn H MJ Horvat 

Laurie 
Sturzenegger 

Reader(s) Diane P Trip participants Pam Bootz Jeff Gosch 

Greeter 1 K Toth Karen Maier Barb Denfeld Susan Mazique 

Greeter 2 Bonnie Anderson MJ Horvat Jean Korpela Adam Pleuss 

Usher 1 Marty Krahn Jovid Schuette Laurie S Hank Pleuss 

Usher 2 Greg Behrendt Josh Stumpner Mike S Andy Heise 

Communion 
assistants 

Jill Falkowski 
 Carie Truckey 

no  
communion 

no  
communion 

Theresa Bootz, 
Mindy Haase 

Good Shepherd is online: 

YOUTUBE:  type: GSLC Wausau WI 

(Hit SUBSCRIBE and you will get notified when there are new videos) 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/gslcwausau/  

GSLC WEBSITE: www.gswausau.org 

ZOOM: Watch your email for the opportunity to join in online group meetings  

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES/ Daily Devotions: lhm.org 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS ARE HERE: Christ in Our Home & Portals of Prayer  

  

Worship & Resources 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Thank You! 

21 Pints 
Next Blood Drive:  

Thursday, August 20 * 1-6 pm 

River of Hope Ministries Clothes Closet is in dire 

need… of socks, underwear and VOLUNTEERS!   

The closet is open Mondays and Thursdays and 

volunteers are urgently needed on Mondays. For more 

info email mtcalvaryrothschild@gmail.com 

For those interested in 

donating personal care 

items, watch for a wish list. 

The collection box will be 

located in the narthex.   

July 

Noisy 

Offering 
God’s Work  

Our Hands 

Ministry 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gslcwausau/


Pastor Nicole’s Nuggets for Thought: 

Faith vs. Fear 

I have been contemplating these two forces especially following the gospel texts we had in June as well as one of the 

relationship topics connected to self that we looked at during Dinner Church. 

Some suggest that the opposite of fear is faith. This may be the case, but what does that really look like?  

I believe one of the greatest fears that we have is fear of being found out. Here is what I mean. When we look at ourselves 

individually many if not all of us project out what we want others to see and try to have them experience us in the manner 

we desire. I believe if we really look and reflect on ourselves, we fear that others will find out who we really are. That 

means that people will learn that we do not have our lives put together like we attempt to have others believe, that we are 

struggling in one fashion or another emotionally, spiritually, relationally, financially, this list could go on. What we are 

constantly telling ourselves about ourselves as well as others may not be all that kind or loving.  

If this is our fear what does that mean for how we conduct our lives? How do we go about releasing this fear? It may be 

clique, but can we let go and let God? We have heard that we are created in the image of God, but I wonder if we genuinely 

believe this. 

“But that is not the way you learned Christ!— assuming that you have heard about him and were taught 

in him, as the truth is in Jesus,  to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is 

corrupt through deceitful desires,  and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new 

self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.” (Ephesians 4:20-24) 

My curiosity is can we find ways to live into our baptism faith that is foundational to us as Lutherans and really be washed 

clean of this fear. Learn to embrace who we are and that we are perfectly made in the image of God so that have others find 

out who we truly are might be a gift not just for each of us but for the church. Just imagine a church where no one needs to 

be anything other than their authentic self exactly as God created them. This is a church that has the capacity, I believe, to 

be something gorgeous and amazing! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT POP-UP PANTRY DATE: 

                                                          MONDAY, JULY 27 | 2-5 PM 
 

CSA FRESH PRODUCE BOX DISTRIBUTIONS: 

TUESDAY, JULY 21 | 3-6 PM 

TUESDAY, JULY 28 | 3-6 PM 

(OR UNTIL GONE) 

UPDATED SCHEDULING IS FOUND                                                                                                                                          

ON FACEBOOK/GENEROUS HANDS 
 

Thank you to our existing & new supporters / partners!                                                                                                             
Over 100 families were served on Monday, 6-29-26 and 14 families were served on Tuesday, 6-30-26! 

PS…EACH ONE OF US have been invited / challenged to bring one item each week to worship.                      
Shared work makes a light load! 

A SHARED SENTIMENT FROM 6-29-26… 

Good morning 🙂 

THANK YOU so very much for all you do for our community. Yesterday was my first time coming to your 

church, and I want to commend you all for a job well done! Every single volunteer was kind and eager to 

help. We were greeted and offered refreshments. The set up was very well organized and you kept everything 

moving right along. The variety and portions of food were very helpful for me. You and your crew are truly a 

blessing. ❤️❤️❤️❤️❤️🙏 Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS       3 

 

A THANK YOU TO JIM, KAY & ZACH 
WALTERS AND MIKE & LAURIE 

STURZENEGGER FOR EACH DONATING 
AND DELIVERING 2 REFRIGERATOR/ 
FREEZERS AS WELL AS ALL DONORS 
& VOLUNTEERS BEFORE , DURING 

AND POST PANTRY DAY. 

https://aolapp.onelink.me/eG2g?pid=NativePlacement&c=US_Acquisition_YMktg_320_EmailSignature_AttributionDL&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=US_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100002473&af_sub5=SentFromNewAOLApp__Interstitial_&af_ios_store_cpp=ce85ce34-ad0f-4811-a92b-a172743b064e&af_android_url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.aol.mobile.aolapp%26listing%3Demail_signature_attribution
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JULY NOISY OFFERINGS 
 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Presidents Report - June 2026 

1. Wausau CARES (Community Assistance Relief and Emergency Support) is an emergency fund created through a 

collaborative effort between the Wausau-area ELCA churches and the City of Wausau.  

The fund is intended to help individuals and families facing serious financial hardship related to housing, automotive repair, or 

utility expenses. A team of volunteers works directly with requestors, and each application is reviewed for approval before any 

funds are distributed. Current volunteers for GSLC are Mike S, Laurie S and Pr. Nicole. There are two (2) volunteers from 

Mount Calvary and five (5) from Saint Andrew (SALC). The process includes an initial intake form for any calls that come in 

asking for assistance. That information is then sent to a volunteer for vetting. As of the writing of this update, the group has 

received seven (7) requests and disbursed a total of $3,400 in assistance.  

2. Maggie’s Pop-Up Pantry   

In May, Maggie’s Pantry served 91 households and 295 individuals, including several refugee families; about 40% of those 

served were new users of the pantry. The Pantry has also seen an uptick in calls asking for assistance between open dates. The 

team serving on this ministry have submitted 24 grant applications – five (5) awarded the Pantry the requested funding, two 

(2 )denied the requests, and the remaining are still pending. Maggie’s Pantry was also granted participation in the Marathon 

County Hunger Coalition Farm to Family program and will be receiving CSA type boxes thru the summer and into fall. The two 

(2) farms providing the produce are Cattail Organics and Red Door Organic. The group has seen a decline in donations of food 

items, and they are discussing further options for increasing community support.  

3. Printer/Copier Lease  

We signed a new 5-year lease with EO Johnson for the printer/copier. The new lease expense is less than the current monthly 

budgeted expense amount and will provide more copies (both B&W and color) without overage charges.  

 

Outdoor Church (9 am) &  

Picnic starting around 10:15 am 

July 5 

Worship is outside!  

(Weather permitting) 

There will then be some 

fellowship time with a Potluck 

picnic, again, hopefully outside! 

However, in case of rain, we can 

have all the fun in the  

fellowship hall!  

 

 

 

    

       

Bring a dish                        

to pass! 



 

NOTE: The days that say “Pr. Nicole-In” do not yet have specific hours. 
Please call or email if you need to schedule time with her. 

More Thank Yous to:  Jensen & Sons Paving & Josh Stumpner & his landscaping partners for the parking lot & side walk redo 

Lorraine Beyersdorff, Pam Bootz & Laurie Sturzenegger for hosting the first three meals of Dinner Church  
Denise Mattice for the wall art and our dedicated yard team of Marty, brian, jill, Robin & Margie 

John & Colleen Sickels for the electric piano & all the unseen, behind the scenes kindness & efforts shared      5 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       

 

Online Worship 
Available 
Sundays 

  1 2 
5:30 pm  
Dinner Church 

 
 
 
 

Pr. Nicole- All Day 

3 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

4 
Building 

Use-
Fellowshi

p Hall 
(10 am-3 

pm) 

5 
8:00 am Pickup Choir  
 

9:00 am Outdoor 
Worship 
Pr. Nicole Behnke-
Welke presiding 
 

After worship 
Picnic to follow 

6 
5:30 pm 
Shepherd 
Strummers @ 
River Walk 
 
 

7 
9:00 am     
LWR Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pr. Nicole- In 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pr. Nicole- 
Tentative 

9 
5:30 pm  
Dinner Church 

 
 
 
 

 
Pr. Nicole- Tentative 

10 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
9:00 am Worship 
Lay Led By Tim & Jenn 
Holcomb &  Mission 
Trip Participants 
 

10:15 am  
Fellowship Hour / Adult 
Forum  

13 
5:30 pm 
Shepherd 
Strummers @ 
River Walk 
 
 
 

14 
9:00 am 
LWR Quilters 
 
6:30 pm      
Church Council 
Meeting 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
Pr. Nicole- 
In 
 
OFFERING 
COUNT 

16 
5:30 pm  
Dinner Church 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pr. Nicole- All Day 

17 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 

18 
 

19 
8:00 am Pickup Choir 
 

9:00 am Worship 
Led By Geri Luer & MJ 
Horvat 
 

10:15 am  
Fellowship Hour / Adult 
Forum 
 

10:00 am 
Service of Leave Taking 
@ Pilgrim 

20 
5:30 pm 
Shepherd 
Strummers @ 
River Walk 
 
 

21 
9:00 am 
LWR Quilters 
 
CSA Produce 
Boxes  
3-6 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Pr. Nicole- In 

22 
 
 

23 
5:30 pm  
Dinner Church 
 
 

1:30 pm Corks n 
Covers Book Club 
@ Riverlife Appt. 
Community Room  
 

6:30 pm       Riverview 
Mtg 
 
 
Pr. Nicole- All Day 

24 
OFFICE          
CLOSED 

25 
 

26 
9:00 am Worship 
Pr. Nicole Behnke-
Welke Presiding 
 
10:15 am  
Fellowship Hour / Adult 
Forum  

27 
2:00 pm 
Maggie’s Pop-Up 
Pantry 
 

5:30 pm 
Shepherd 
Strummers @ 
River Walk 
 

6:00 pm              
Forest Park Mtg 

28 
9:00 am 
LWR Quilters 

 
CSA Produce 
Boxes  
3-6 pm 

 
 

 
Pr. Nicole- In 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING 
COUNT 

30 
Dinner Church 
 
Young Adults 
Let’s Go Bowling! 
 
 
 
 
 
Pr. Nicole- All Day 

31 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

J U LY    C A L E N D A R 



 

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE  
BEDDING & PILLOW DRIVE 

JUNE 28-AUGUST 8 

COLLECTING:                         

NEW STANDARD SIZE PILLOWS 

NEW TWIN SHEET SETS  (SOLID COLORS) 

NEW TWIN MATTRESS COVERS/ 

PROTECTORS 

Items can be brought to  

Good Shepherd or Saint Andrew 

Collection will support the  

SAINT ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH  

BED BUILD DAY  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 

There are 3 time slots to choose from 

8:15-10 am * 9:45-11:30 am * 11:15-1 pm 

There will be a praise worship/ w/ food & 

ice cream the night before  

CHECK OUT THE POSTER ON THE                         

WHITE BOARD 
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2 Thomas Domka 

3 Landry Guldan 

 Lilyn Peterson 

5    Mary Jo Netzer 

6 Lorraine Beyersdorff 

 Jill Falkowski 

7 Ray Liebers 

8     Kyiah Walters 

9 Tabitha Bartz 

 John Enk  

      Benjamin Schuette 

10 Pat Falkowski 

      Ray Truckey 

11  Alan Oswald 

  

22    Mary Sue Damgaard 

        Oliver Lakus 

23    Rhonda Hallam 

24    Benjamin Harring 

25    John Josiger 

27    Nancy Salli 

28    Anita Behrendt 

30    Marlene Babcock 

        Dylan Mork 

31   Shelley McGuire 

JULY                          
Birthdays 

 
JULY                        
Anniversaries  

  

930 EDGEWOOD RD 

WAUSAU, WI 54403 

(715) 675.1997 

info@gswausau.org 

www.gswausau.org 

office hours: 

9:30 AM-4:00 PM 

Monday-Thursday 

 

N O T E: 

We will be closed  

Fridays through the summer.  

 

Worship 

Sundays @ 9:00 am 

 

Dinner Church 

Thursdays at 5:30 pm 

 

Outdoor Worship 

followed by a picnic 

Sunday, July 5 

starting at 9 am 

 

Online Worship Available  

Released on  

Sundays 

go to 

GSLC Wausau WI on Youtube, 

www.gswausau.org 

Facebook 

(they remain available at 

our youtube channel) 

 

Pastor Nicole Behnke Welke 

Good Shepherd Bridge Pastor 

Office: 715.675.1997 ext.: 106 

Dr. Kartika Putri 

Minister of Worship and Music 

Office: 715.675.1997 ext.: 103 

Angie Huckbody 

Parish Administrator 

Office: 715.675.1997 ext.: 101 

Brian Wiese 

Interim Financial Secretary 

715.539.6700 

Barb Denfeld 

Parish Nurse 

Paul Jauch 

Treasurer 
                  

  

12   Carly Davis 

  Kathleen Selby 

 “K" Toth 

  Les Toth 

13    Elisha Doering 

14   Robin Falkowski 

17    Kyle Bartz 

        Vicki Young 

18    Laurie Sturzenegger 

19    Henry Merkey 

21    Joshua Gruna 

        Jay Kamrath 

        John Lakus 

1    David & Courtney Derus 

2    Ken & Stephanie Martell 

6    Robert & Pat Barofsky 

11  Mike & Kathleen Selby 

17  Ryan & Gina Ramthun 

20  John & Colleen Sickels 

24  Cara & Dakota Klinger 

27  Connie & Pat Miskowiak 

30  Keith & Diane Peterson-

Laszewski 

30  Scott & Karen Worden 

31  Jim & Fran Carmichael 

http://www.gswausau.org/


Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Wausau WI 

Church Council Meeting Minutes: June 9, 2026 

 
Call to Order & Attendance 
6:31 pm - Present:  Lorraine Beyersdorf, Jennifer Holcomb, Marty Krahn, Stephanie Martell, Craig Netzer, 
Laurie Sturzenegger, Mike Sturzenegger, Marjorie Viergutz. Not present: Josh Stumpner, Andy Walters 
 
Gathering Litany 
 
God’s Word 
Devotional Time - Stephanie Martell. “Do not be anxious….”Phil 4:6.  
Worry. What-ifs. Worship, instead! Worship over worry - God is present; trust Him in the pressure!  
 
How have we seen God at work this week?  
 
[Note: MSC = motion/second/carried] 
 
Agenda Review/Approval   

Remove: parking lot update 
Agenda Review/Approval with removal noted - (MSC: Netzer/Krahn) 

 
May Treasurer/Financial Report 

Group reviewed financials - Contributions for May were $20,868.69. Expenses for May were 
$27,304.69. Please see the Treasurer report for more details.  
 
Motion to Accept Treasurer Report as presented (MSC: Martell/M Sturzenegger) 

 
 

Our Response to the Word 
 
Standing Agenda Items 

 
Kartika’s Korner: 1) ‘Dinner Church’ plan has been established (thank you, Kartika and Pr. Nicole!): opening 
litany/music; eat and read Scriptures/discuss together; closing litany with communion and singing. The first six 
weeks will focus on RELATIONSHIPS (with God, self, neighbors, world, scriptures, time). Pastor Natalie will 
facilitate the first session on June 11. 2) Blue Christmas Service planning as a shared ministry (working with 
St. Andrew and St. Stephen Lutheran Churches) - this is a service designed to support those who experience 
grief/longing/etc. at the winter holiday times.  
 
 
Current Agenda Items 
 

1) Synod Assembly report-out: congratulations to current Bishop Anne Edison-Albright who was re-
elected to her second six-year term as the Bishop for the East Central Synod of Wisconsin. Four 
resolutions were passed: 1) Appreciation and conferral of the title ‘Bishop Emeritus’ to former East 
Central Synod of Wisconsin Bishop Jerry Mansholt. 2) Statement to work on civic life - a study will be 
released on this topic. 3) Mindful, ethical, just employment efforts for non-rostered church employees, 
including salary/benefits guidelines; more to come! 4) Priority for advocacy and education related to 
local community hunger needs - this will allow ‘domestic hunger’ efforts to apply for global church-wide 
grant funds.  

2) President’s report discussion - see report.  
3) Plant sale recap - raised over $2,500; well attended; for next year, consider closing the sale at the end 

of the weekend rather than trying to keep the plants well during the week for further sale.  
4) Policy review - will not be pursuing a social media policy at this time; will bring the ‘interim decision-

making’ policy back for approval in August. 
     7 



5) Noisy offering announcement seems to be going well - J Holcomb will write a standard sentence or two 
for the Assisting Minister to read aloud to remind worshippers of the Noisy offering purpose and 
process.  

6) Personal Care items drive/collection in July - may expand to August, as well - a list will be created and 
shared.  

7) Interest has been raised to develop an Evangelism task force - are you interested in helping to find new 
ways to bring the Word and Work of God to others, meeting them where they are? Talk with a Council 
member! 

8) The Property Committee will evaluate the status of the playground equipment, as the safety was 
questioned.  

 
Sending Litany and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sending/Motion to Adjourn 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:41pm  (MSC: Martell/Beyersdorf) 
 
Noisy Offering Plan: 

July - God's Work, Our Hands ministry (and we will also run a personal care drive this month!) 
August - Maggie’s Pop-Up Pantry (every other month) 
September - Rent Assistance support 
October - Maggie’s Pop-Up Pantry (every other month) 
November - TBD 
December - Maggie’s Pop-Up Pantry (every other month) 

 
Follow-Ups for future meetings: 

1) 2027 Annual meeting will need to include approving new constitution model - work will need to 
begin soon on this 

2) Consider moving to an Executive Team that includes a “Past President” 
3) August: Church Directory 

 
Respectfully Submitted, Jennifer Holcomb, Secretary, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Council  
        
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report May 2026 Council Meeting June 9, 2026  

Contributions/income for May was $20,868.69 compared to the budgeted amount of $21,195. For the year, 

$102,973.56 (Acct#4030-Unrestricted contributions only) compared to budget of $95,348.00, $7,625 ahead of 

budget. Expenses for the month were $27,304.69 compared to $29,143.00 budgeted or $1,838.31 under budget.  

May was a 3 paycheck month which is why expenses are higher than normal leading to a bigger loss for the 

month below.  

• Bridge Pastor – Fixed budget allocations between salary, travel, housing & tax allowance so the amounts 

line up better and are easier to read.  

• Nothing else of interest in the expenses to report on. Boring month. For the month, ordinary loss of $6,436 

compared to the budgeted loss of $7,948 or $1,512 under budget.  

For the year, showing a loss of $5,929.84 compared to budgeted loss expected of $28,028 or $22,098 

under/better than budgeted because unrestricted contributions are ahead plus the $8,919.65 of legacy 

contributions received earlier than expected and because Bridge Pastor wasn’t started in January like expected 

when the budget was prepared.  

Maggie’s Pop-Up Pantry received donations of $530 for the month, $1,679.27 was spent on pantry items and 

$846.64 of funds still available to spend.  

Paul Jauch, Treasurer, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church                                                                               8 
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Strummer’s Summer Kickoff 

Arbutus Lutheran Healing Service 

Parking Lot redo 

Dinner Church 

CSA Produce Pantry Pickup 

Our Wis. River Valley Conference                     
@ Synod Assembly 

 

 

 

Synod Assembly- Wisconsin River Valley 

Conference “US” 

 

 


