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Today, we have the opportunity to share our stories, celebrate 

our success and reflect on our struggles. As mothers, leaders, 

professionals and ordinary women, we feel the need to 

promote unity among all women.  Still we face many issues, 

from the lack of fair housing, high school dropout and access to 

post secondary education, quality of healthcare benefits and 

discrimination, to name a few.  However, among us we have 

many women, who against all odds, have become admirable 

leaders in communities many whom are here with us today.   

Today, we acknowledge all of our accomplishments and 
continue with the ongoing dialogue of creating change in our 
communities. 

Women, let’s continue breaking barriers because it is time to 

understand that only action through collective ways can bring 

the changes needed in our world and in our communities. The 

Women Solidarity Network promotes unity among all women 

despite cultural differences. Solidarity is the word that we 

embrace to achieve this dream. Please stay with us until we see 

our dreams come true.   

Special message from: 

Magalis Troncoso-Lama 

Director & Founder 

Dominican Development Center,  

Women in Solidarity Network  



The Dominican Development Center (DDC) is a nonprofit 
organization led and directed by immigrants’ residents of Boston, MA  

Our mission 

To develop and empower Dominican immigrants and immigrants  

representing all communities. We strive to improve the quality of life 
for our members by promoting immigration issues that might affect 
our communities, including but not limited to current laws, legal 
procedure, immigration and human rights. We do this through 
educational and leadership opportunities which would allow our 
members to learn and take full advantage of what this country has to 
offer and by this have a productive life.  

The mission is accomplished by providing programs and organizing  

activities that bring together long-term residents and newcomers of 
all ages and diverse background to achieve economic, political and 
social justice. We believe that new emerging immigrant communities 
are the driving  motor to promote families and cultural values. The 
DCC embraces a future of equal representation, equal rights and 
equal power for all immigrant families.  We hope to establish an 
organization that will be a role model for other immigrant 
communities. 

42 Searverns Street 

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 

617-524-4029 

website: dominicandevelopmentcenter.org 

email: dominicandevelopmentcenter@gmail.com 



Mujeres en el mundo conmemoran este 

Día Internacional de la Mujer. 

Reconocida en el año 1975 por la 

Organización de las Naciones Unidas 

(ONU), se conmemora la lucha de la 

mujer por su participación, en pie de 

igualdad con el hombre, en la sociedad y 

en su desarrollo íntegro como persona. 

En 1910, la Internacional Socialista,  

reunida en Copenhague, proclamó el Día 

de la Mujer, con carácter internacional. 

Fue un homenaje al movimiento en favor 

de los derechos de la mujer y para ayudar 

a conseguir el sufragio femenino 

universal, según recuerda la ONU. La 

propuesta fue aprobada unánime-mente 

por la conferencia de más de 100 mujeres 

procedentes de 17 países, entre ellas las 

tres primeras mujeres elegidas para el 

parlamento finés. En ese     momento, no 

se estableció una fecha fija para la 

celebración.  

El primer Día de la Mujer se celebró un 
año después, el 19 de marzo de 1911, en 
Alemania, Austria, Dinamarca y Suiza. 
Consistió en mítines a los que asistieron 
más de un millón de mujeres y hombres. 
Además del derecho de voto y de ocupar 
cargos públicos, exigieron el derecho al 
trabajo, a la formación profesional y a la 
no discriminación laboral. Menos de una 
semana después, el 25 de marzo, más de 
140 jóvenes trabajadoras, la mayoría 
inmigrantes italianas y judías, murieron 
en el trágico incendio de la fábrica 
Triangle Shirtwaist en la ciudad de Nueva 
York. Este suceso tuvo grandes  

repercusiones en la legislación laboral de 
los Estados Unidos, y en las celebraciones 
posteriores del Día Internacional de la 
Mujer se hizo referencia a las condiciones 
laborales que condujeron al desastre. 
 
Entre 1913 y 1914, las mujeres rusas  
celebraron su primer Día Internacional 
de la Mujer el ultimo domingo de febrero 
de 1913 en el marco de los movimientos 
a favor de la paz que surgieron en 
vísperas de la primera guerra mundial. En 
el resto de Europa, las mujeres 
celebraron mítines en torno al 8 de 
marzo del año siguiente para protestar 
por la guerra o para solidarizarse con el 
resto de las mujeres. En 1917, como 
reacción ante los 2 millones de soldados 
rusos muertos en la guerra, las mujeres 
rusas escogieron de nuevo el último 
domingo de febrero para declararse en 
huelga en demanda de "pan y paz". Los 
dirigentes políticos criticaron la 
oportunidad de la huelga, pero las 
mujeres la hicieron de todos modos. 
Cuatro días después el Zar se vio obligado 
a abdicar y el gobierno provisional 
concedió a las mujeres el derecho de 
voto. Ese histórico domingo fue el 23 de 
febrero, según el calendario juliano 
utilizado entonces en Rusia, o el 8 de 
marzo, según el calendario gregoriano 
utilizado en otros países. 

 
Desde entonces el Día Internacional de 
la Mujer se celebra los 8 de marzo. 

 

Fuente: "La Nación" de Argentina, GDA / Agencia 

acerca del dia internacional de la mujer 



master of ceremony |maestra de ceremonia 

Cecy Del Carmen  
A bilingual, Emmy Award-winning meteorologist 
and journalist with decades of experience in both 
English and Spanish-language media across New 
England. She has worked with major outlets 
including Telemundo Nueva Inglaterra, NBC10 
Boston, NECN, Boston25News, Univision, and 
most recently at Boston 25 News, ABC6 

Providence, POWER 800, and the morning show “Viva Latino” on 
99.9FM and 1300AM. A certified meteorologist from Penn State, a 
dedicated community advocate, nonprofit founder, and frequent 
guest speaker in schools across the region. Originally from El Salvador 
and now based in Revere, she brings her voice, passion, and 
leadership to every space she serves. 

Jenn Stowe  
Executive Director of the National Domestic 

Workers Alliance (NDWA), the national voice for 

domestic workers. The granddaughter of a 

domestic worker, she leads NDWA’s strategy 

and operations and also serves as the Executive 

Director of Care in Action. Serves as the Chair of 

the Color of Change Education Fund Board and as a member of the 

Run for Something Board. Jenn is originally from Atlanta, GA, and 

lives in Richmond, VA with her family.  

keynote speaker| oradora invitada 



 

Dra. Carmen Pimentel 
Family expert; PhD in Family Therapy; Diploma in 
Neuro-Linguistic Programming; Bachelor of 
Science in Education; University Professor; 
Director of Health in NJ (CUI); Specialist in 
Educational Administration; Technical Specialist 
in Psychometrics; Bestselling Author; 
International Personal Coach; International 

Master's Degree in Holistic Psychology; Diploma in Intervention with 
Victims of Gender Violence and Families in Crisis; Diploma in 
Emotionally Focused Therapy; Diploma in Emotionally Focused 
Therapy (EFT); International Speaker and Workshop Facilitator; 
Founder of the Center for Emotional and Educational Support for 
Families (CAEEF); President of the Carmen Pimentel Foundation. 

Delia Duran Clark  
Poet, educator, writer, and leader. A proud Afro-
Latina, cisgender Dominican woman who 
identifies as a multifaceted individual. Above all, 
she most cherishes her role as a mother to her 
four daughters: Sasha, Mara, Sofia, and Elena. It 
was through the profound experience of 
motherhood that her path of leadership, 

learning, and teaching first took root. Her personal journey as an 
immigrant deeply shaped her understanding of identity, belonging, 
and resilience, themes that continue to inform her work as an 
educator and leader. 

panelist | panelista 

moderator | moderadora 



Julia Mejia  
Boston City Councilor At-Large.   
A trailblazer and a dedicated community 
advocate. Making history in 2019 by winning her 
first term with a single vote. The first Afro-Latina 
to hold a seat on the Boston City Council. In her 
4th term as a City Councilor At-Large, a proven 
barrier breaker, independent voice, and 

someone who speaks truth to power while creating space for others 
to step into their power. Born in the Dominican Republic and raised in 
Boston by a single mother who was undocumented throughout her 
childhood, developed a dedication to advocacy from an early age. 
Learned to navigate through the many social service systems and 
institutions and to advocate on behalf of her needs and those of her 
family and community. 

conference host | anfitriona de la conferencia 

panelist | panelista 

Elizabeth Cruz 
A visionary and dynamic leader renowned for her 
dedication to entrepreneurship and Latina 
empowerment in business and technology. She is a 
multifaceted professional with significant 
achievements in real estate, IT consulting, 
publishing, and community leadership. Elizabeth’s 

journey into leadership was shaped by her experiences while pursuing 
a computer science degree. As the only woman and Latina in her 
class, she recognized the lack of representation and role models in 
technology and leadership. That realization fueled her determination 
to create pathways and platforms for other Latinas to lead, thrive, 

and be seen. 



 

Demil M. Ramírez Marrero 

Born in Santo Domingo, Dominican 

Republic. Holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

Tourism and Hotel Management from 

Universidad APEC; a Master’s degree in 

Law and International Relations from the 

Autonomous University of Santo Domingo 

(UASD); and a Master’s degree in 

Diplomatic and Consular Training—with a 

specialization in Commercial Diplomacy—both obtained from the 

Institute of Higher Education in Diplomatic and Consular Training 

(INESDYC). She is currently pursuing a Doctorate in Democratic 

Society, State, and Law through a joint program between the 

University of the Basque Country and the UASD.  

Miriam Amparo Fernández 

Born in the Dominican Republic, arrived in the 
United States in 2003, where she began her pastoral 
ministry and, together with her husband, established 
Trinity Ministries, which has now been serving the 
community for 22 years. A leader and trainer in her 
congregation. She is dynamic and known for her 

work with women in intercessory prayer and deliverance ministry, 
ministering not only in the United States but also in Central America, 
the Caribbean, and Europe. In 2018, she graduated as a Community 
Mental Health Worker, which has allowed her to serve people in her 
community in the area of mental health and emotional crises. She 
will work alongside her husband, assisting couples.  

panelist | panelista 

panelist | panelista  



Gloria Ramírez  
A migrant born in the Maya territory of 
Mesoamerica—now known as El Salvador in 
Central America. She is a holistic physician 
specializing in conflict resolution. She has 
pursued studies in various cities around the 
world, including Cuba, Germany, India, Brazil, 

Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Costa Rica, Mexico, Spain, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and 
France, with a long and distinguished career in the defense of the 
environment and human rights. She also possesses an extensive track 
record of empowering women of diverse ethnic backgrounds. 

panelist | panelista 

workshop presenter |presentadora de taller 

Leidy V. Quiceno  
She holds a bachelor's degree in Criminal 
Justice; a member of the National Criminal 
Justice Honor Society (Alpha Phi Sigma), and 
has earned a graduate certificate in Gender, 
Leadership, and Public Policy, along with a 
Master of Science in Transnational, Cultural, 
and Community Studies from the University of 

Massachusetts Boston. She dedicated herself to dismantling the 
school-to-prison-to-deportation pipeline through restorative justice, 
student agency, and critical pedagogy. teaches at a local community 
college, inspiring students with lessons on leadership and advocacy. 
Additionally, she is passionate about raising awareness of music 
consumption through her innovative workshop series, “Rap/Hip-Hop 
& Reggaeton: Are We Consuming the Music or Is the Music 
Consuming Us?” 



 

Juana Reyes 

Active member of the Dominican Cultural Center of 
Worcester, serving as the Head of Legal Affairs. 
Organizer for the SEIU 1199 PCA union, of which I 
have been an active member since 2007. I have 
worked extensively within our community on 
various campaigns, consistently advocating for the 
rights of individuals and workers—specifically 
Personal Care Attendants (PCAs) and home care 

workshop presenter |presentadora de taller 

workshop presenter |presentadora de taller 

Zulhay Garcia 

A mental health advocate, holistic healer, 
and passionate guide for women seeking 
balance and renewal. As a counselor in 
training and founder of Garcia Productions: 
Mind, Body, and Soul, she believes the body 
is a sacred home for the spirit — and when 

we learn to listen to it, it tells us exactly what we need. As a first-
generation college graduate and woman of color, Zulhay 
understands the emotional weight many women carry — 
balancing family, career, expectations, and personal dreams. Her 
work blends Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), Person-
Centered Therapy, meditation, energy medicine, and creative art 
therapy to support deep emotional healing and self-awareness. 



workshop | taller 

time|hora: 3:00-4:00pm 
 

healing and transforming in times of crisis 
sanando y transformando en tiempos de crisis  

 

presenters | presentadoras 
 Zulhay Garcia | Dra. Carmen Pimentel  

Gloria Ramirez  
 

Leadership requires resilience. This workshop provides a 
reflective and restorative space for women navigating 
personal and collective challenges. 
 
Through guided dialogue and practical tools, participants 

will explore how healing strengthens leadership 
capacity and transforms crisis into growth. 

El liderazgo requiere resiliencia. Este taller ofrece un 
espacio reflexivo y restaurador para mujeres que enfrentan 
desafíos personales y colectivos.  

A través de diálogos guiados y herramientas prácticas, las 
participantes explorarán cómo la sanación fortalece la 
capacidad de liderazgo y transforma las crisis en 
crecimiento. 



workshop | taller 

time|hora: 3:00-4:00pm 
 

building the power of dignified  
care workers (Home Care Workers) 

desarrollando el poder de las  
trabajadoras de cuidado digno 

 

presenter | presentadora 
Juana Reyes, SEIU 1199, PCA union 

 

Testimonials |testimonios 
Ivelisse Minlletty| Jenny Rodriguez  

 

Care workers are essential to the health and well-being of our 
communities. This session focuses on strengthening collective 
voice, advancing labor dignity, and organizing for structural 
change within the care sector. 

Participants will engage in dialogue around rights, advocacy 

strategies, and collective empowerment 

Las cuidadoras son esenciales para la salud y el bienestar 
de nuestras comunidades. Esta sesión se centra en 
fortalecer la voz colectiva, promover la dignidad laboral y 
organizarse para un cambio estructural en el sector del 
cuidado. 
 

Las participantes dialogarán sobre derechos, estrategias 
de defensa y empoderamiento colectivo. 



workshop | taller 

time|hora: 3:00-4:00pm 
 

inspiring for action & transformation 
INSPIRANDO PARA LA ACCIÓN Y  

LA TRANSFORMACIÓN  
 

presenters | presentadoras 
Demil M. Ramirez Marrero | Elizabeth Cruz 

Leidy Quiceno 
testimonials |testimonios: danny rosado 

 

This workshop equips women with practical leadership 
strategies to move from inspiration to action. Participants will 
explore effective communication, strategic thinking, and 
purpose-driven leadership models designed to create 
measurable impact. 
 
Women will leave prepared to lead with clarity, confidence, 
and vision. 

Este taller proporciona a las mujeres estrategias prácticas de 
liderazgo para pasar de la inspiración a la acción. Las 
participantes explorarán la comunicación efectiva, el 
pensamiento estratégico y modelos de liderazgo con propósito, 
diseñados para generar un impacto medible. 
 
Las mujeres se prepararán para liderar con claridad, confianza 
y visión.  



live performance | presentación en vivo 

 

Daniel Aguilar  
Pianista 



citations | citaciones  

To all Honorees 
We recognize your outstanding dedication, impact, commitment and significant 
contributions to the ongoing growth and empowerment of our community. Your 
leadership has played a vital role in furthering the mission and vision of the 
International Women’s Conference and the Dominican Development Center, 
driving change and inspiring progress for more than twenty years.  Your service 
and influence exemplify the values of community, transformation and we offer 
our heartfelt thanks for your efforts in uplifting our community. 

A todos los reconocidos 
Reconocemos su destacada dedicación, impacto, compromiso y sus significativas 
contribuciones al continuo crecimiento y empoderamiento de nuestra 
comunidad. Su liderazgo ha desempeñado un papel vital en el impulso de la 
misión y la visión de la Conferencia Internacional de Mujeres y del Centro de 
Desarrollo Dominicano, promoviendo el cambio e inspirando el progreso 
durante más de veinte años. Su servicio e influencia ejemplifican los valores de 
comunidad y transformación; les ofrecemos nuestro más sincero  
agradecimiento por sus esfuerzos para enaltecer a nuestra comunidad. 

honorees | reconocidas 

Miriam Amparo Fernández  Altagracia Mayi 

Rita Beato Florangel Melo 

Rosa Beato Gina Sierra-Nova 

Paola Garcia Bustamante Dra. Carmen Pimentel 

Luzmar Centeno Nivia Piña-Medina 

Elizabeth Cruz Bienvenida Mejía de Feliz 

Delia Duran Clark Leidy V. Quiceno 

Milagros Dominguez Gloria Ramírez 

Priscila Duran-Luciano, md Demil M.  Ramírez Marrero 

Zulhay Garcia Danny Rosado 

Dorka Gutiérrez Jenn Stowe. CEO, NDWA 



honorees | reconocidos 

 Senador Pavel M. Payano 
 

Alcalde Brian A. De Peña, Lawrence, MA 
 

Alberto Vasallo, iii 
 

José Alemán 
 

Enrique  García 
 

Rafael Castillo 
 

Francis Concepción 
 

Edward Martínez 
 

Jefe Sequan Pijaki 
 

Juan Carlos Soriano 
 

Máximo Torres 
 



sponsors|patrocinadores 

An anti-racist and multi-cultural foundation that is 
committed to strengthening the movement for social 
justice in New England. Through grantmaking, 
fundraising, and capacity building, we support 
grassroots organizations that address the root causes 
of injustice.  
 
We also organize to increase sustainable community 
philanthropy throughout our region.  
 

42 Seaverns Avenue, Boston, MA 02130 
info@haymarket.org  

617-522-7676 

mailto:info@haymarket.org


sponsors|patrocinadores 

Through a series of decolonial initiatives that challenge 
borders and strengthen bonds of solidarity among 
women of the African diaspora, we intend to build a 
future with reparations for Black people, the abolition 
of prisons, and food sovereignty in harmony with 
Indigenous peoples of the world for the realization of 

our shared liberation. 

https://www.sadiecollective.org/ 
https://www.sadiecollective.org/contact 

info@sadiecollective.org 

mailto:info@sadiecollective.org


sponsors|patrocinadores 

Women of Courage! 
Happy Women’s Day to the most beautiful and inspiring women.  



sponsors|patrocinadores 

Domestic Workers in Action  
Embrace Fear: "Do one thing every day that scares you"  

– Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Domestic work makes all other work possible. 
 
The National Domestic Workers Alliance (NDWA) works for 

the respect, recognition, and rights for more than 2.2 million 

nannies, housecleaners, and home care workers who do the 

essential work of caring for our loved ones and our homes. 

45 Broadway, Suite 2240 
New York, NY 10006 

Main NDWA Phone: 646-360-5806 
  

https://www.domesticworkers.org/ 



sponsors|patrocinadores 



media press | medios de prensa 



sponsors|patrocinadores 



sponsors|patrocinadores 





about us | sobre nosotros 



notes | apuntes 
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