


Who is 
Resolution 
Copper?

2

It’s an underground copper deposit 
in the footprint of an existing mine 
located in the Copper Triangle. 

Resolution Copper is developing one of the 
world’s largest untapped copper deposits. Once 
in operation, the mine could supply up to one -
quarter of the nation’s copper demand.



Current Status

• $3 billion to date to build mining infrastructure, complete 
reclamation, and finish the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement and Land Exchange  

•  At the end of March 2026, Rio Tinto and BHP made an initial 
$500 million investment  

• 100 new roles in 2026 and currently 450 local employees 
working for the project

• $54 million Tribal Trust 

•  $110 million in US contracts to progress the underground 
development and data collection

• Purchase of new underground mining equipment



Since 2009, Resolution Copper has treated 

and provided more than 8 billion gallons of 

water for agricultural use in Arizona 

It is a major milestone that starts nearly 7,000 feet underground and ends in local farm fields.

Resolution Copper treats about 1.4 million gallons each day, or nearly 500 million gallons a year. After 

treatment, the water goes to the New Magma Irrigation and Drainage District, where farmers use it to 

irrigate crops.

By the numbers

• 8 billion+ gallons of treated water provided for agricultural use since 2009

• 4 million gallons treated each day

• Nearly 500 million gallons provided each year for agricultural use
• Continuous monitoring to confirm treated water meets regulatory standards

• Quarterly community groundwater sampling with testing by an independent laboratory

• Less groundwater pumping when farmers use Resolution Copper’s treated water





Protecting and Conserving Water
Water Efficiency

Resolution Copper is designed to be among the most water-efficient copper mines in Arizona, based on projected gallons of 

water used per pound of copper produced. At full production, the mine is expected to use less than 5 gallons of water per 

pound of copper produced. Other Arizona copper mines typically use 10 to 50 gallons per pound. This efficiency comes 

from an underground mine design, reduced evaporation, and high levels of water recycling across operations.

Water Supply and Sources

We have already secured enough water to support more than half of the mine’s operating life at maximum production.

The Final Environmental Impact Statement published by the U.S. Forest Service in March 2026 confirms there is adequate 

water supply, in compliance with the law, to support all cumulative uses for the next 100 years.

Resolution Copper does not withdraw water from the lands of the San Carlos Apache Tribe or the Cutter Basin and does not 

have the infrastructure or legal authority to do so under current project design.

Recycling and Technology

We design our operations to reuse water wherever possible, with a clear focus on conserving a shared local resource. By 

operating underground, we reduce the need for water used for dust control compared to open-pit mining. With more than a 

decade before full operations, we will continue exploring new technologies to further reduce water use and reflect 

community priorities.



Historic Water Agreement

At the center of the agreement is a multi-part water mitigation package that will:

• Restore and enhance flows in Queen Creek, including placing new water into the creek to support riparian habitat and local enjoyment

• Restore the Queen Creek habitat through removal of debris and invasive vegetation

• Rehabilitate or rebuild the existing infiltration gallery, improving the ability to capture and return water to the creek

• Establish a $5 million endowment to fund long-term restoration, conservation, and water management efforts in the Queen Creek watershed

• Provide long-term water security, including the transfer of water storage credits and infrastructure investments that may support an Alternative 

Designation of Assured Water Supply for the Town’s future growth
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