


Welcome

Tom Davis, 
President, Agribusiness & 
Water Council of Arizona





BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Stephanie Dubien
Executive Director, Agribusiness 
& Water Council of Arizona





THANK YOU FOR 
JOINING US!



Glen Vortherms
Owner 

Vortherms Consulting





AGRIBUSINESS



Dairy Industry

Corey Gieger
Lead Dairy Economist 

CoBank





Q&A



Meghan Scott 
Attorney
Scott & Rodgers Law PLLC





Produce Industry

Mike Clements
Ranch Manager & Grower 

Top Flavor Farms





Q&A



Stephanie Dubien
Executive Director, Agribusiness 
& Water Council of Arizona



Jesse Allen
Host of Agriculture of America 

(AOA) & VP of National Ag 
Content for FARM 

Lance Knudson
Farmer & CEO 

American Ag Network







Meghan Scott - Scott & Rogers PLLC

Stephanie Dubien - ABWC 

Leslie James - CREDA

Brenda Burman - CAP

Leslie Meyers - SRP

Sandy Fabritz – Freeport – McMoRan

Cynthia Campbell - Arizona State University 

Carries Morales - National Bank of Arizona 

Dawnie Stewart - Arizona Dairy Company 

Emily Hinkle - Arizona State University 







Elston Grubaugh
General Manager
Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation & 
Drainage District





POWER



Jordy Fuentes 
Executive Director
Arizona Power Authority





A PANEL DISCUSSION WITH POWER 
EXECUTIVES

Ed Gerak, IEDABrandon Sudduth, 
WECC

Katie Hardman, 
AEPCO





Q&A



Russel Smoldon
CEO, B3 Strategies

Executive Director, AMPUA





INDUSTRY



Data Centers

Brian Heithoff
CEO & General Manager, 
TRICO Electric Cooperative





Q&A



Noel Carter
General Manager, 

Buckeye Water Conservation 
& Drainage District





Mining Industry

Vicky Peacey
President & General Manager, 
Resolution Copper





Q&A



NETWORKING BREAK



This unique collaboration has been designed by distinguished practitioners of water, power and general management, who have decades 
of experience and are among the most knowledgeable and recognized leaders in the field. The program’s objective is to help individuals 

become more effective resource managers, whether they are in public or private institutions.  

WMCP
Water Management Certificate Program 

2026 - 2027 Cohort XIV

For more information and to enroll, visit:  www.agribusinessarizona.org/wmcp

A Collaborative Effort by the Agribusiness & Water Council of 
Arizona, Arizona State University Morrison School of Agribusiness 

and Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering



Dr. Jeffrey Silvertooth
Professor & Extension Specialist  

Agronomy / Soil Science, 
University of Arizona





WATER



Ed Curry
Owner
Curry Seed & 
Chile Co.





Ground Water

Kathryn Sorensen
Director of Research, 

Kyl Center for Water Policy,
Arizona State University





Q&A



Brenda Burman
General Manager
Central Arizona Project





Colorado River

Clint Chandler
Deputy Director, Arizona 

Department of Water Resources 





UNCERTAINTY



Leslie Meyers
Associate General Manager 

of Water Resources 
Salt River Project



Keynote Address

Rhett Larson
Richard Morrison Professor 
of Water Law 
Arizona State University 
Sandra Day O’Connor 
College of Law





Q&A



LUNCH BREAK





AWARDS PRESENTATION



Wade Noble

Awards Committee 
Chairman



Tom Davis

Agribusiness & 
Water Council of 
Arizona



LIFETIME ACHEIVEMENT AWARD



Glen Vortherms

Vortherms Consulting



Tom Davis

Agribusiness & 
Water Council of 
Arizona



SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD



Mathew Beyer

AgWest Farm Credit



Donovan Neese

Roosevelt Irrigation
District



WATER STATESMAN AWARD



T.J. Shope

Arizona State Senate



Donovan Neese

Roosevelt Irrigation
District



SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD



Taylor Howerter

Roosevelt Irrigation
District



Glen Vortherms

Vortherms Consulting



LIFETIME ACHEIVEMENT AWARD



Leslie James

CREDA



Wade Noble

Awards Committee 
Chairman



DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD



Brenda Burman

CAP



Wade Noble

Awards Committee 
Chairman



WATER BUFFALO AWARD



Tom Davis

YCWUA



WATER BUFFALO AWARD



Tom Buschatzke

ADWR



Conclusion

Tom Davis, 
President, Agribusiness & 
Water Council of Arizona



THANK YOU FOR 
JOINING US!
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