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Prayer requests:

As email responders to students’
questions, we sometimes find that the
answers minister to our hearts also.
Here is a recent one:
“Amber, you said that you don’t seem to
know in your heart that God loves you. I
think I know what you mean. It is one
thing to hear a preacher say it and it is
another thing to have a sense that God
loves you personally. Each of us, I am
sure, wants and needs a personal
experience with God such that we feel
safe and cared for.
Yesterday, in a phone call with a friend,
we read together the first 18 verses of
the Gospel of John. Verses 14 to 18 were
especially meaningful to me. It says,

makes a way for us to be near to Him. In
verse 14 we read that God’s glory
revealed in Jesus Christ, glory full of
grace and truth. Jesus, fully human,
having come to earth, walked among
men and women, cared for them, loved
them and was loved by them. When He
came, His glory - God’s glory, hidden in
Him - gave Him an indefinable quality of
strength and purity. Jesus was real and
solid and true in every aspect of His
nature.
We know, Amber, that all of us have
many burdens. God, in the person of
Jesus Christ, has taken those upon
Himself. He turns none of us away and
is ready to embrace everyone who
comes to Him. He has the power, He
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt
has the willingness, He has the heart to
among us, and we have seen his glory,
make His peace our peace. His power
glory as of the only Son from the Father, and glory were best displayed in His
full of grace and truth. . . 17 For the law going to the Cross. Here was an
was given through Moses; grace and
innocent man (Jesus), willingly dying a
truth came through Jesus Christ.
shameful death, was then resurrected,
and ascended and who now has become
You see, Amber, this passage expresses
our advocate and beloved Savior. The
the contrast (in verse 17) between
Bible says we should think about these
Moses and Jesus, namely that the law
was given through Moses but “grace and things (Philippians 4:8) and that these
are things into which “angels long to
truth came through Jesus.” God’s law
look” (1 Peter 1:12). Amber, I want to
tells us how bad we’ve been and so we
recommend that you do the same. It
can tend to feel like failures or feel
will warm your heart.”
abandoned. But Jesus comes knowing
completely the truth about us, that we
We’re grateful to you, our dear friends,
have failed, that we don’t measure up to for the privilege to serve. Merry
God’s standards, or even our own
Christmas!
standards. But then at the same time,
He is gracious and receives us and

• Thank God with us for 2019.
How amazing it is that we
began the year in Orlando
and end in Indianapolis!!
• Pray with us about our
spring break mission to
Stuttgart, Germany. Ask
God to raise up students and
professors to join us on
mission.
• We are so thrilled that each
of our children will be in
town for a holiday visit this
year. Jerusha will be in town
briefly from Australia,
Joanna from California and
Julia from NYC.
• Thank the Lord for all our
generous ministry partners.
We truly are blessed with
great friends!
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