
Can we wait? 
This time last year we were anxiously 
planning on a family reunion that had not 
happened since 2008.  In the intervening 
12 years, it seemed like every holiday one 
of our girls was out of the country or too 
far away to travel in.  Finally, for 
Christmas 2019, all four girls were able to 
make it and we had a 3 hour overlap - time 
enough for a family photo, breakfast, 
hugging and a brief visit.  The waiting for 
this reunion made it all the sweeter. 

Most of us are lamenting our separation from family and friends this year.  We have gone for 
months without anything more that contact via mail, phone or computer.  No hugs, no kisses, 
no real eye contact.  But until a vaccine is broadly available and the infection numbers go down, 
we all must observe the proper protocols to keep ourselves and others safe.  This means waiting 
until next year at least, to enjoy real the holiday visits. 

One of our favorite scenes from the story of Jesus is when his parents presented him at the 
temple (Luke 2:25-35).  The Lord spoke to Simeon, assuring him that he would not die until he 
saw the “consolation of Israel.”  How wonderful it must have been to be a faithful believer in 
God’s promises and to personally, physically see and hold the One who would be the 
instrument for the salvation of humankind!  Still, this baby was like any baby and only God’s 
voice confirmed his identity.  We don’t know for sure, but Simeon likely did not live to see 
Christ’s crucifixion and Resurrection.  He, like us, had only God’s promises to hold on to.   

So, as much as we are waiting until next year for those wonderful family reunions, this is only a 
shadow of the true waiting and the true reunion we look forward to.  Christ’s first advent 
assures us that God keeps His promises.  We look forward to His second advent, when He 
comes with power and all will see Him as Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father and Prince of Peace. Thank you for giving us the privilege to declare the great hope of 
God’s love and forgiveness on campus.  Together we are making a difference. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
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Maybe it is because we are all staying home but 
many more of our neighbors are lighting and 

decorating their homes this year.

CHRISTMAS CHEER


