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For many of us the last several months have been frustrating,
confusing and discouraging. So many of the goals and plans we
have for these days have just not been met or fulfilled. What are we
to do with that?
Recently while reading a theological essay, the suggestion of
“testing” leapt out. The author suggested that Scripture is a mirror.
In a similar way, life’s experiences also function as a mirror. This
mirror shows us what is actually inside of us. The events of these
days are a time of testing.
Now this idea of testing is very familiar to us in campus ministry. Students undergo tests all the time. Midterms, finals,
comprehensives - a student’s or professor’s life is all about testing. Covid has made “testing” a very important concept.
We want to be tested. We want our neighbors to be tested for the virus. A reliable test will show whether or not a
person has been infected. And with some luck the pathways of those infections can be traced in order to protect
those not yet infected.
But these days have subjected us to other kinds of tests. The test of waiting. How much patience do we possess? Can
we wait? The test of isolation. We cannot socialize like we once did. We cannot travel like we once did. Can we find
other ways to engage with those we love? Can we wait for safer, healthier days? Or must we risk infection or worse,
governmental sanction by defying stay at home orders? The test of neighborliness. Social distancing and care for our
neighbors would seem to require that we wear masks but they are uncomfortable and restrictive. Contracting the virus
will test our physical health.
As long as we seek someone to blame, or call our situation “unfair,” we find we
do not have the spiritual, moral or emotional stamina to make the needed
adjustments or to oﬀer care to others. But when we recognize that all that
has befallen us is from the hand of God, for what purpose we know not, we
find that we are able to yield to Providence and in faith renew our energy
toward the things God has called us to. The Spirit and the Word direct us and
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we are reinvigorated toward holy living and sacrificial service. Wearing a
mask, keeping our distance, Zoom calling distant relatives, working remotely
and waiting until next year for that vacation is not so hard. For we know that this will pass in God’s time.
So we renew our hope and make our plans for the fall semester which will likely include a lot of remote ministry. Our
professor small group has continued to meet over the summer via Zoom but agreed to meet face to face in a couple of
weeks. We are so grateful for your partnership that enables us to persevere in our calling - the calling to bring the
good news of God’s love and forgiveness to the university campus.
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