
The “season of singing,” a phrase taken from the Song of Solomon, refers to that time of 
the year when flowers come out and the crops grow lush and full.  Here in the book of 
Songs, it is a metaphor for rich and healthy growth following a time of cold barrenness.  
In many ways, this metaphor characterizes our ministry right now.  We’ve come to the 
end of the pandemic.  People are traveling again, and we are able to have more face to 
face visits with colleagues, friends and family. 

For faculty and grad students this “season of singing” affords them time to recharge 
their batteries.  Study abroad trips with students, going over syllabi for courses they are 
teaching, extra reading in their discipline are all a part of this season of growth and 
preparation for the fall semester.  For us in Cru, many of our staff take on short term 
international assignments or take seminary classes that enrich their ministry 
perspectives and skill. 

Our recent trip to Central Pennsylvania gave us the opportunity to reconnect with 
friends and partners in a way we have not for more than 2 years.  And what an 
encouragement it was to visit the warehouse for 
Cru’s ministry “UNTO”.  This division of Cru delivers 
humanitarian aid for people in the toughest places 
on earth.  We would encourage you to check out 
their website (unto.com). 

For our part, this season of singing allows us also to 
read important books related to our own skill and 
ministry development.  We’re also working on our 
funding.  And then, of course, John underwent 
gallbladder surgery early this month and is now 
taking it easy hoping to recover quickly.  It really is helpful to have this season and not 
have to miss much action on campus.  We are having social times with our faculty 
friends here, exchanging book recommendations and thinking and praying together 
about how to sow broadly the seeds of the gospel in the new school year. 
We are so grateful for your friendship.  Thanks to you we are able to give our best to 
reaching faculty and students with the good news of God’s love and forgiveness.  We 
appreciate you!

Flowers appear on the 
earth; the season of 
singing has come, 
the cooing of doves is 
heard in our land. 
 Song of Songs 2:12 

Prayers & Praises 
1. Praise God that John’s 

gallbladder surgery went well 
and that he is on the mend.  
He reports that it has been 
very painful but the pain meds 
help. 

2. Please ask God to give us a few 
restful and prosperous weeks 
here now in July.  All of us 
have been pushing hard 
through the spring semester. 
Our special summer 
assignment is ending.  We’re 
looking forward to a break. 

3. Ask God to help us be creative 
in planning this coming school 
year’s outreach to professors.  
Post-Covid we hope to use 
both Zoom and face to face 
meetings to encourage and 
win professors to Christ. 

4. Ask God to add new ministry 
partners to our list.  If you care 
to share with your friends 
about our ministry checkout: 
notasquareinch.com
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Here we are with Gerald Mohler one 
of UNTO’s managers.
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