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JENNY & JOHN KARRAKER

MARCH MADNESS
On Saturday, February 27 Dr.
Walter Bradley and Dr. Doug
Matthews made presentations
as part of a “virtual” Common
Call conference for professors.
In the screen below you can see
several of us participating in the
presentation of Dr. Bradley’s first
seminar. He shared about his
growth as a Christian professor.

You might be aware that Indianapolis is hosting the NCAA men’s basketball
tournament, traditionally called “March Madness.” Most of the venues here will
permit fans in limited numbers and it promises to be quite a historic event.
But most of us are experiencing a di erent kind of March madness. It also might
be called “cabin fever.” We are itching to get out of our Covid confinement and
connect with people face to face. So last week provided an opportunity to
actually go on campus and connect with students and co-workers in actual 3-D.
A few of us had lunch with several UIndy students who were between classes. It
was so refreshing to hear about their studies, about their friendships and about
their spiritual journeys.
So we are slowly moving in the direction of actually connecting with people face
to face. Here in Indiana vaccinations are being given to people age 50 and above.
This is allowing for more flexibility. And the weather is improving so we are
having outdoor gatherings as a sta team. Still, we are all very cautious and
tentative and hopeful that as spring turns into summer the pace of life will pick
up and things will feel more normal. This week we hope to have our first face-toface professor appointments in over a year.

One of our involved professors
who participated in the
conference was especially
impressed that each of the
speakers was honest about their
failures. Each of them shared
about the way the Lord helped
them to grow in their courage
and e ectiveness as witnesses
for Jesus on campus.

Recently we were processing life with some friends. We talked about the things we are going to miss about this Covid
time. We won’t miss all our meetings being online. We won’t miss wearing masks everywhere. But we will miss a
slower pace of life. We will miss having to carefully think about our movements and about what is really important to
us. And we are grateful for having been made to treasure the gi of human connectedness whether online or in
person.
For this reason we are grateful for you - for your standing with us in the great enterprise of connecting people to Jesus.
Perhaps we’re coming to the end of one chapter in our lives and entering into another one. This new chapter we hope
will bring great fruitfulness and energy toward building spiritual movement among professors and students. Thank
you for helping to bring us through.
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