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The Centrality of
the Gospel
How crucial is the Christian message, really?
Sometimes we are tempted to ask ourselves, “Is the gospel really crucial? How much trouble should we
take trying to get the message out?” We live in a world that seems to find so many other issues more
important. So many other concerns demand our attention. Global warming, recycling, and social justice
are all important contemporary concerns. In the midst of this, the Christian message can seem weak and
irrelevant.
Years ago, when we served in high school ministry we were trained in classroom speaking. Our training
included making a transition to the gospel by pointing out that each academic discipline has its own idea as
to what might be humankind’s root problem. For example:
Biology calls the root problem primitive instinct
Economics calls it the unfair distribution of resources
Sociology calls it cultural lag
Psychology calls it an over-developed ego
Philosophy calls it irrational thinking
but the Bible calls it sin.
The gospel is crucial because only Jesus forgives sin. Only a personal relationship with God fills up the
empty place in our hearts. Only as we are rightly related to God through Christ can we also be at peace
with the people around us. So despite how gifted or accomplished a faculty member might be, the
goodness of God’s love and forgiveness is relevant to that individual’s most basic problem. Those
professors who know Christ find this to be true immediately. Those who don’t know Christ are still flailing
about for answers.
So in this season of Thanksgiving, we are grateful for the privilege to carry the most crucial, the most
important and the most relevant message to every person - the good news of God’s love and forgiveness
through Jesus Christ. Thank you for joining us this is critical task on campus.
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Coming attractions: We are currently in discussions with our team leadership
here in Indianapolis regarding our partnership with the Cru outreach in Germany.
The need is for an experienced leader or couple to take students and professors on
a pioneering trip over Spring Break 2020. Please pray with us - we think this is
something God is calling us to do and a way we can serve the Whole Campus.
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