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Black Women’s Music Database chronicles over 600 Africana singers, songwriters, composers,
and musicians from around the world. The database was created by Dr. Stephanie Evans, a
professor of Black women’s studies (intellectual history) and developed in collaboration with Dr.
Stephanie Shonekon, a professor of Black studies and music (ethnomusicology). Together, with
support from top music scholars, the Stephanies established this project to encourage
interdisciplinary research, expand creative production, facilitate community building and, most
importantly, to recognize and support Black women’s creative genius. This database will be useful
for music scholars and ethnomusicologists, music historians, and contemporary performers, as
well as general audiences and music therapists.

Music heals. The purpose of the Black Women’s Music Database research collective is to amplify
voices of singers, musicians, and scholars by encouraging public appreciation, study, practice,
performance, and publication, that centers Black women’s experiences, knowledge, and
perspectives. This project maps leading Black women artists in multiple genres of music, including
gospel, blues, classical, jazz, R & B, soul, opera, theater, rock-n-roll, disco, hip hop, salsa, Afro-
beat, bossa nova, soka, and more.

Study of African American music is now well established. Beginning with publications like The
Music of Black Americans by Eileen Southern (1971) and African American Music by Mellonee
Burnim and Portia Maultsby (2006), the study of a wide range of Black music has entered
mainstream programs, particularly in ethnomusicology, primarily at institutions like Indiana,
Boston, Pennsylvania, UCLA, and Berkeley. From the original surveys, there are now several
readers in African American music, including Maultsby & Burnim, Issues in African American
Music: Power, Gender, Race, Representation (2016) and volumes that focus specifically on Black
women’s music, such as Black Women and Music: More than the Blues (2007), Eileen Hayes &
Linda Williams, How it Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers in the Civil Rights Movement
(2013), and Ruth Feldstein, Songs in Black and Lavender: Race, Sexual Politics, and Women'’s
Music (2017). Monographs like Angela Davis’s Blues Legacies and Black Feminism (1999) and
Stephanie Shonekan’s The Life of Camilla Williams: African American Classical Singer and
Opera Diva (2011) have expanded the library of study.
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Black Women’s Music Database seeks to create an inclusive interdisciplinary dialogue about
topics such as resistance and activism; race, gender, and sexuality; wellness and healing; training,
tradition, improvisation, innovation, and more. This collection will bridge gaps between
researchers, practitioners, educators, artists, and activists in a way that connects Black women
around the world by centering race, gender, and music.

DATABASE

Gospel 45
Folk /Country 28
Blues 61
Jazz /Classical 76
Theater /Opera 109
Soul /Rhythm & Blues 25
R & B /Dance, Pop 157
Hip Hop /Rap 81
Diaspora /African, Latin American, Caribbean 146
Total 728
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JAZZ [Classical (76)

Lettie Alston
Earnestine Anderson

. lvie Anderson

. Patti Cathcart Andress

. Patti Austin

. Mildred Bailey

. Josephine Baker

. Cindy Blackman Santana
10. Margaret Bonds
11. Ada “Bricktop” Smith
12. Dee Dee Bridgewater
13. Hadda Brooks
14. Blanche Calloway
15. Jean Carn
16. Terri Lynn Carrington
17. Betty Carter
18. Regina Carter
19. Joan Cartwright
20. Natalie Cole
21. Iqua Coleson
22. Eleanor Collins
23. Alice McLeod Coltrane
24. Randy Crawford
25. B. J. Croshy
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76. Nancy Wilson
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THEATER /Opera (106)
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Betty Allen
Marian Anderson
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Martina Arroya
De’Adre Aziza
Pearl Bailey
Carmen Balthrop
9. Flora Batson

10. Kathleen Battle
11. Rachel Bagby
12. Creole Belles

13. Denée Benton
14. Annabelle Bernard
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