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Academic skills blah blah blah blah 
vocabulary development blah blah 

blah blah informational literacy blah 
blah blah blah blah

Kids Like It!



 Kindergarten Teacher

 students’ weekly 
library check-outs

 They chose NF more 
often 15 out of 19 
weeks.

Correia, Marlene Ponte. “Fiction vs 
Informational Texts: Which Will 
Kindergartners Choose?”Young Children, 
2011, p. 100-104.
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[Note: I’m borrowing heavily from Melissa Stewart’s blog series “Wait that’s not broccoli. It’s 
chocolate cake!”. I encourage you to read the entire series: 
http://onceuponasciencebook.com/2018/08/21/melissa-stewart-on-chocolate-cake]

http://onceuponasciencebook.com/2018/08/21/melissa-stewart-on-chocolate-cake


 School librarian 

 1st-6th Graders

 Choice reading only 
(no school 
assignments)

 Over 3 years (10,000 
transactions)

 Boys chose NF more 
than twice as often as 
girls

Fictio
n
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Nonfi
ction
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Books for Pleasure 

Doiron, Ray. “Boy Books, Girl Books: Should We Re-Organize 
Our School Library Collections?” Teacher Librarian. 2003, p. 14-16.



Narrative
Nonfiction

Expository
Nonfiction



 190 first graders 
 Chose from 9 high-

quality picture books:
5 fiction 
1 expository NF
1 biography
1 NF poetry
1 hybrid F/NF

 84% chose nonfiction
 46% chose the 

expository nonfiction

Mohr, Kathleen A. J. “Children’s Choices 
for Recreational Reading: A Three-Part 
Investigation of Selection Preferences, 
Rationales, and Processes.” Journal of 
Literacy Research, 2006, p. 81-104.



 Paired book choices: 
“informational fiction” and 
expository nonfiction

 First and fourth graders 

 Could choose one, both, or 
neither

 More than 75 percent liked 
the nonfiction books as much 
as or more than fiction 

 42 percent had a moderate or 
strong preference for 
expository nonfiction

Repanskey, Lisa L., Jeanne Schumm, and Jacqueline Johnson. “First and Fourth Grade Boys’ 
and Girls’ Preferences for and Perceptions about Narrative and Expository Text.” Reading 
Psychology, 2017, p. 1-40.



TRADITIONAL PATTERN RESEARCH PATTERN

1)Read a book 
together.

2)Do an activity 
about the book.

1)Do an activity that 
gets as close to the 
topic as you can. 

2)Read a book 
together.

1) Do an activity that 
gets as close to the 
topic as possible.

2) Read a book 
together.











• STEM Tuesday www.fromthemixedupfiles.com  

• Skype an Author www.skypeanauthor.wikifoundry.com

• iNK Think Tank  http://inkthinktank.org

Non-Fiction Minutehttps://www.nonfictionminute.org

• Non-fiction Monday https://nonfictionmonday.wordpress.com

• Melissa Stewart's celebrate science  

http://celebratescience.blogspot.com

• SCBWI's find-a-nearby-author search page   www.scbwi.org















Society of

Children's Book Writers

and Illustrators

www.SCBWI.org

• Writer’s resources

• Local, regional 

and international 

events

• Searchable 

speaker’s bureau

www.scbwi.org . . .  showcases

Southern

Breeze

http://www.scbwi.org/


















Chess clubs

Home school groups

Reading clubs

LGBTQ groups

Debate clubs



Post Flyers in library and around town

Post on social media sites teachers frequent

Talk with local teachers and ask them to 
recommend it to their classes

Talk to regular library patrons—kids and their 
parents

Recruit an influencer



Ask kids to make posters and flyers

Ask kids to research the topic

Let kids help make decisions about the program 



Give Kids ownership of the program (and get free advertising)
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