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Signing up for Medicare at 65 years of age 

This step-by-step guide is designed for individuals approaching their 65th birthday who need to enroll in 
Medicare. This guide is specifically designed for online enrollment. If you're not already receiving Social 
Security benefits, you'll need to actively sign up for Medicare. This process typically begins 3 months 
before the month of your 65th birthday. 
Important points to remember: 

• If you're already receiving Social Security benefits, you'll be automatically enrolled in Medicare 
Parts A & B. You don't need to follow this guide. 

• If you're still working and covered by a qualifying employer group health plan (either your own or 
your spouse's), you may choose to delay enrolling in Part B without penalty. 

• You'll need a my Social Security online account to complete this process. If you don't have one, 
you'll need to create it before starting. 

 
Before you begin: 
• If you’re already receiving Social Security benefits, you’ll automatically be enrolled in Medicare 

Parts A & B.  You don’t need to enroll online. 
• If you’re NOT receiving Social Security benefits, you need to have a my Social Security online account 

to submit a Medicare Application.  
o If you don’t have a my Social Security account, you will need to create an account. How to 

create a my Social Security account. 

 

1. Go to SSA.Gov and Click on “Sign up for Medicare” 

 

https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount/assets/materials/EN-05-10378.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount/assets/materials/EN-05-10378.pdf
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2. If this is your initial enrollment, select 1) “Apply online” in the Sign up for Medicare box. 

 

  

1) 
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3. You’ll need to agree to their Terms of Service to continue. Click “I Understand” and then “Next” 
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4. Start or resume your application  

You can now start the application process or resume a saved application.  Click on “Start a New 
Application”. 

 

 

5. You are applying for yourself, and you should have a my Social Security account. 
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6. Sign in with your LOGIN.GOV 
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7. Enter the code from your authentication application or MFA text, then press “Submit” 

 

8. This section will have some of the information prefilled for you, select your gender, are you blind, 
and illness information (Most people will select N), then click “Next”. 

 

  



 Lakes Health Insurance            How to enroll in Medicare when turning 65                                       Page 7 of 15 
 

9. Then you will enter your contact information
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10. Then enter where you were born and your Citizenship status 

 

11. Medicare Information.  This question is asking if you want to apply for Medicare only or for both 
Medicare and Social Security benefits: 
• Select “YES” if you want to apply for Medicare only 
• Select “NO” if you want to apply for both Medicare and Social Security benefits 

 



 Lakes Health Insurance            How to enroll in Medicare when turning 65                                       Page 9 of 15 
 

12. At this point, the system will generate a re-entry number for you. Make note of this Number.  You 
will need it if you want to save it and exit it before completing the application. This was the other 
option in #4 above on page 3, Start or resume your application. 
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13. This question specifically asks about Medicare Part B enrollment. It assumes you will be enrolled 
in Part A, which is premium-free for most people. Your answer here determines whether you'll 
enroll in both Part A and Part B or just Part A: 
• Select "Yes" if you want to enroll in both Medicare Part A and Part B. 
• Select "No" if you only want to enroll in Part A at this time. 

Important: Select "No" if you plan to delay Part B enrollment because you have creditable 
coverage through your own or your spouse's current employer group health plan. This allows you 
to avoid paying premiums for Part B when you don't need it yet. You'll be able to enroll in Part B 
later without penalty when you lose this coverage or stop working, whichever comes first. 

Remember: If you don't have creditable coverage and choose not to enroll in Part B now, you may 
face a late enrollment penalty and have limited enrollment periods in the future. 
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14. Indicate whether you are covered under a Group Health Plan. It’s really asking do you have group 
health insurance through current employment. If you have COBRA, marketplace / ACA plan, or 
retiree coverage, answer No. 

 

Note: COBRA, marketplace/ACA plans and retiree coverage are not considered group health plans 
based on current employment for this question 
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15. If you answer “Yes”, answer the remaining questions will be about that coverage.  Don’t agonize 
over the dates as it really won’t matter.  Do your best to enter dates that make sense. If you are still 
employed, be sure to click the box for “Employment has not ended” and “Health insurance has not 
ended”. If your employment and coverage have ended, enter the date that it ended. 
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16. This final page gives you the ability to enter a brief note to Social Security.  If you are enrolling 
during your initial enrollment period (IEP), the seven (7) months surrounding your 65th birthday, you 
really don’t need to enter anything.  However, if you are enrolling after your IEP, it’s a good idea to 
add a note about when you want your Part B to start. If you don’t, Social Security may not know 
when you plan to start receiving benefits. For example, if you’re enrolling for the first time at age 
67, make a note of the date you want Part B to start. It should always start with the first of the 
month. 

 

17. You are now presented with a summary page that will allow you to make any edits necessary if you 
see any mistakes. 
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18. Under the electronic signature Agreement, click the “I agree with the electronic signature” 
agreement and then click the “Submit now” button. 

 

19. You will be presented with a confirmation page.  This is your only opportunity to print or print to 
PDF the confirmation.  To do so, click on “View & Print Your Receipt.”  We strongly encourage you 
to print this page. Once you have printed your Receipt, click “Done”. 
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20. Almost immediately after you submit the application, you’ll receive an email from Social Security 
confirming your application. This is pretty generic and won’t mention Medicare at all. 

 

 

21. Congratulations!  You have successfully completed the application process. If there are no 
issues with your application, you will receive a letter from Social Security in 2 to 4 weeks. Once 
you get approved, you’ll get your Medicare card a few weeks after that. Typically, you’ll receive your 
Medicare card 4 – 6 weeks after submitting your application. 

 
22. Next Steps:   

Once you receive your Medicare card, review it carefully to ensure all information is correct.  
Consider your coverage options. Original Medicare (Part A and B) doesn't cover all medical 
expenses, so you may want to explore: 
• Medicare Advantage plans (Part C), which often include prescription drug coverage and 

additional benefits 
• Medicare Supplement Insurance (Medigap) to help cover out-of-pocket costs 
• Medicare Part D for prescription drug coverage if you're staying with Original Medicare 

o If you delayed Part B enrollment due to other coverage, make sure to enroll when that 
coverage ends to avoid penalties. 

o Mark your calendar for the Annual Enrollment Period (October 15 - December 7), when 
you can review and change your Medicare coverage each year. 

 
Remember, Medicare can be complex, and your needs may change over time. Don't hesitate to 
seek help from Lakes Health Insurance or your local State Health Insurance Assistance Program 
(SHIP) for personalized advice and support. 

 

 


