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It Takes a Village

As we've reported in  the past, Beth Israel is going through a period of uncertainty. There are many 
factors that have gotten us to this point, most importantly, our declining numbers.

To be clear, there are a myriad of factors that will dictate when decisions are made. In the meantime, 
it's time to start getting our house in order. 

Over a year ago, Mindy Holland, then president of Temple Gates of Heaven, invited the local 
synagogue presidents to meet , to discuss ways that we could benefit from working together. 
I mentioned at the meeting that our shul was going through a rough time.

Fast forward to this past August.  Mindy, now Board Chair of Jewish Federation, approached me 
about scheduling a community wide meeting to see how Beth Israel and the wider Jewish Community
could assist each other. I wholeheartedly agreed with her proposal, and am grateful to her for taking 
the lead..

This past Thursday, October 30th, a community meeting was held at Beth Israel.  Those attending 
were the Rabbis, Presidents and officers  from the 3 Schenectady shuls, Chabad at Union College, 
Congregation Beth Abraham-Jacob in Albany, Schenectady JCC and Jewish Federation of NENY. I 
don't know what I expected, but was surprised at the number of people who came to show 
their support.  

We discussed ways to preserve our history, yahrzeit lists, plaques, holy objects, books, etc.  
The bulk of the discussion centered around the management of our cemeteries. 

I came away from the meeting with a sense of relief that we have the support of our Jewish 
community and that we will, with help, be able to navigate what comes next.

Debbie

Many thanks to Rabbi Shmuly and Laiky Rubin for hosting the Bat Mitzvah Celebration of their
daughters, Esther and Chana, at Beth Israel.   Mazel Tov to the Rubin family!



VOICE OF BETH ISRAEL                                                                            Page   2

The following message was given by Rabbi Rosenfeld on October 25, 2025, as part of the Shabbat sermon:

The Torah portion that is named after Noah, deals primarily with Noah and the Great Flood. However, at the 
end of this Torah portion, we read about the Tower of Babel. The Torah is quite reticent to discuss what was 
improper about the idea of a tower that could reach Heaven! Clearly the idea was not well-conceived, or even 
remotely practical, but why was it deemed by G-d to be an act of defiance? 

There are several theories discussed by the commentators. One school of thought states that the builders 
were interested in engaging in a Heavenly conflict. They wanted to reach Heaven and do battle with the 
Master of the universe. This plan is laughable at its core and it seems to be audacious but hardly serious 
enough to merit the wrath of G-d. A second possibility is that the builders hoped to create a society which 
would be governed by dictatorial forces. .Humans have always considered the possibility of the mighty ruling 
over the weaker members of society. A dictatorship was planned, according to this theory. It was a 
wrongful plan. However, we have a right to assume that something greater than a plan to govern corruptly was 
at work here. 

There is yet another possibility underlying this event and it is discussed by the master teacher of Torah 
literature, the late Dr. Nechamah Leibowitz (who preferred to be known simply as "Morah"-the teacher). Dr. 
Leibowitz theorized that the tower builders wanted to create a society where people's thoughts, discussions, 
plans, etc. were to be made uniform and regulated. This society would have reduced people to a robotic mode.
Everybody would be taught the "official" way of communicating and freedom of thought would be stamped out. 
The society, in effect, would be much like George Orwell's "1984". Individuality would be eradicated and 
compliance to one way of thinking would predominate.

The insight of Dr. Leibowitz gives us an appreciation for the fact that we need to cherish and celebrate the 
differences between people. A world of total uniformity would be very dull and boring. We grow by hearing 
other opinions and thoughts.  Life is made that much more viable by the existence of different ideas, passions, 
judgments, etc. We learn much by hearing how others can see the same facts as we do and yet come to 
different conclusions and insights. The plan to homogenize mankind had to be stopped as it would have 
spelled disaster for the development of history. Ultimately the plan to unify thought was brought to an end by 
G-d's decision to scatter the masses into different parts of the world.

We at CBI have a somewhat small population in terms of Shul membership,;  yet we represent many different 
talents, outlooks, philosophies, etc. We do have one matter we proudly share, i.e. our affection for our Shul 
community and each other. This is something of which we can be proud. 

I do not know how long our community will continue. No one knows that. But I do believe that every time we 
get together as a community, we are all uplifted . The CBI founders built a Shul and community that has 
achieved much. Every chance we can get together, we continue that tradition of mutual concern and respect. I,
for one, would be happier to know we have a minyan every week. However at times we fall short. But even 
then, we still have the opportunity to spend our time celebrating our chance to learn from one another and 
enjoy great camaraderie. That is not a small achievement.

The word in Hebrew for "nation" is "ahm". The word "ahm" is spelled exactly as the word "ihm" which means 
together. I hope we can enjoy the togetherness of our small but mighty group for many more occasions. There 
is something special in our togetherness...

M. Rosenfeld
October 2025
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Dear CBI Gentleman,

On behalf of the CBI leadership, I would like to commend you for the effort you are making to sustain 
our Shabbat minyan.  At the last congregational meeting we had in the spring, we determined that 
due to our aging, traveling and dwindling membership, we were not strong enough to guarantee a 
minyan for the holidays.

There was concern that without holiday services, we might as well close the doors.

Then, a suggestion was made that we could still function as a Shabbat minyan, and that seemed to 
be a reasonable goal.  Sometimes, though, especially when a couple of people are away and one or 
more are incapacitated, it is a tremendous challenge to keep going.  Most of the time we get a minyan
despite the odds. You should be very proud of the success you are having.  You are a resilient crew 
and should be congratulated for your dedication.  Todah rabbah!!

Margo Strosberg 
________________________________________________________________________________

November CBI Shabbat Schedule 

November 1st - Rabbi Moshe Mirsky
November 8th - Rabbi Martin Rosenfeld
November 15th - Rabbi Moshe Mirsky
November 22nd - Rabbi Martin Rosenfeld
November 29th - Rabbi Saul Strosberg

December CBI Shabbat Schedule

December 6th - Rabbi Martin Rosenfeld
December 13th - Rabbi Yonatan Korbman
December 20th - Joe Shiang
December 27th - Rabbi Martin Rosenfeld

Stanley Wolfe Monday November 3, 2025

Harlan Harrison Thursday November 6 2025

Elliott Greene Monday November 10, 2025

Rabbi Mirsky Saturday November 29, 2025

Gary Ackerman Friday December 19, 2025

Sheldon Abelson Wednesday December 31, 2025



VOICE OF BETH ISRAEL                                                                            Page 4

Yahrzeit List
From 11/1/2025 to 11/30/2025 (Heshvan 10, 5786 to Kislev 10, 5786)

Name Observed on (civil) Jewish
Feldman, Eugene Saturday, 11/1/2025 Heshvan 10, 5786
Finkel, Hyman Thursday, 11/6/2025 Heshvan 15, 5786
Friedman, David Friday, 11/14/2025 Heshvan 23, 5786
Gilbert, Sheila Friday, 11/21/2025 Kislev 1, 5786
Glaser, Risa Wednesday, 11/5/2025 Heshvan 14, 5786
Goldberg, Marion Sunday, 11/2/2025 Heshvan 11, 5786
Green, Walter W. Thursday, 11/6/2025 Heshvan 15, 5786
Kidary, Nissim Sunday, 11/23/2025 Kislev 3, 5786
Klein, Morton Thursday, 11/27/2025 Kislev 7, 5786

Koenig, Lawrence                                     Wednesday, 11/19/2025                      Heshvan 28, 5786
Koenig, Morris Friday, 11/21/2025 Kislev 1, 5786
Lubitz, Morris Monday, 11/10/2025 Heshvan 19, 5786
Melikofsky, Hyman Saturday, 11/29/2025 Kislev 9, 5786
Myers, Goldie Thursday, 11/13/2025 Heshvan 22, 5786
Pearlman, Rebecca Sunday, 11/16/2025 Heshvan 25, 5786
Rosenfeld, Harold Monday, 11/3/2025 Heshvan 12, 5786
Roses, Harry Monday, 11/3/2025 Heshvan 12, 5786
Roses, Rose Tuesday, 11/4/2025 Heshvan 13, 5786
Sahr, Iman Friday, 11/28/2025 Kislev 8, 5786
Seltzer, Claire Saturday, 11/15/2025 Heshvan 24, 5786
Seltzer, Claire Saturday, 11/15/2025 Heshvan 24, 5786
Siegel, Fay Tuesday, 11/18/2025 Heshvan 27, 5786
Simson, Gloria Thursday, 11/20/2025 Heshvan 29, 5786
Vogel, Hilda Wednesday, 11/5/2025 Heshvan 14, 5786
Wallach, Paul Tuesday, 11/18/2025 Heshvan 27, 5786
Wallach, William Saturday, 11/29/2025 Kislev 9, 5786
Wasserman, Anna Sunday, 11/9/2025 Heshvan 18, 5786
Witonsky, Rose Sunday, 11/23/2025 Kislev 3, 5786

Ziffer, Ann                                                Wednesday, 11/12/2025                      Heshvan 21, 5786
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Yahrzeit List
From 12/1/2025 to 12/31/2025 (Kislev 11, 5786 to Tevet 11, 5786)

Name Observed on (civil) Jewish
Applebaum, Irwin Sunday, 12/7/2025 Kislev 17, 5786
Deiber, Gwen Monday, 12/8/2025 Kislev 18, 5786
Demsky, Bryna Monday, 12/22/2025 Tevet 2, 5786
Englebardt, Zelda Friday, 12/12/2025 Kislev 22, 5786
Gelb, Bertha Sunday, 12/7/2025 Kislev 17, 5786
Gilbert, Alexander Sunday, 12/21/2025 Tevet 1, 5786

Gilbert, Regina Wednesday, 12/31/2025      Tevet 11, 5786
Ginsburg, Goldie Wednesday, 12/31/2025      Tevet 11, 5786
Goldberger, Charlotte Friday, 12/12/2025 Kislev 22, 5786
Grayman, Elizabeth Rose Tuesday, 12/2/2025 Kislev 12, 5786
Green, Oscar Monday, 12/8/2025 Kislev 18, 5786
Greenberger, Gail Monday, 12/29/2025 Tevet 9, 5786
Kidary, Chaim Thursday, 12/18/2025 Kislev 28, 5786
Koenig, Louise Sunday, 12/28/2025 Tevet 8, 5786
Kussack, Freda Saturday, 12/27/2025 Tevet 7, 5786
Miller, Fred Sunday, 12/28/2025 Tevet 8, 5786
Nosenchuck, Norman Tuesday, 12/23/2025 Tevet 3, 5786
Ofter, Irene Saturday, 12/6/2025 Kislev 16, 5786
Ponty, Howard Friday, 12/5/2025 Kislev 15, 5786
Radin, Margaret Monday, 12/1/2025 Kislev 11, 5786
Roses, Jack Tuesday, 12/30/2025 Tevet 10, 5786
Shapiro, Julius Thursday, 12/11/2025 Kislev 21, 5786
Signorello, Esther Sunday, 12/7/2025 Kislev 17, 5786
Smith, Max Friday, 12/19/2025 Kislev 29, 5786
Stark, Aaron Sunday, 12/14/2025 Kislev 24, 5786

Stracher, Lillian Wednesday, 12/17/2025       Kislev 27, 5786 
Turovlin, Bernard Saturday, 12/13/2025       Kislev 23, 5786 
Wasserman, Beatrice Saturday, 12/27/2025       Tevet 7, 5786    
Ziffer, Joseph Monday, 12/15/2025       Kislev 25, 5786



VOICE OF BETH ISRAEL                                                                            Page 6

Donations:

To Cemetery Fund in memory of Marty & Ann Gordon
Lawrence & Marilyn Gordon

To Cemetery Fund In Memory of Iman & Ida Sahr
Lawrence & Marilyn  Gordon

To Cemetery Restoration Fund
Janet Sahr

Yahrzeit of Lenny Daffner
Marci Daffner

Yahrzeit of Arlene Daffner
Marci Daffner

Thank you so much for the show of support for Yonatan.  May peace come soon.
Ellen Baumgarten

In Memory of Dorothy Stein 
Shirley Levey

Kiddush
Shirley Levey

 In Memory of Tobi Applebaum
Virginia Berube

In Memory of Tobi Applebaum
James & Margo Strosberg

In Memory of our Beloved Cousin Tobi
Sheryl Olinsky Borg & Family

In Memory of Tobi Applebaum, a woman of talent, modesty & Kindness
Sheldon & Shelley Abelson

In Memory of Leon Lederman & Sylvia Lederman, Parents of Shelley Abelson
Sheldon & Shelley Abelson

Heartfelt thanks to Margo & Jimmy Strosberg for their unending generosity
Sheldon & Shelley Abelson

For a great New Year 
Jeffrey Miller

Yahrzeit of Elias Weis
Lowell Eisenstadt

Yahrzeit of Raymond & Beverly Eisenstadt
Lowell Eisenstadt
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Donations, continued:

To brighten the lobby
Lowell Eisenstadt

Donation
Lowell Eisenstadt

Yahrzeit of Frieda Grayson
Sandy Miller

In Memory of Irene Ashery, Mother of Robert Ashery
Sandy Miller

Kiddush Fund
Martin & Jean Becker

September 13th Luncheon 
Lowell Eisenstadt

Yizkor Book of Remembrance
Due to canceling Yom Kippur Services this year, the traditional Book 
of Remembrance was not published. 

Nancy and Elliott Greene           Beatrice Wasserman
Morris Wasserman
Jeanne Greene
Harry Greene

      Marlene Leboff                   Gerald Zuckerman

      Debbie Gatoff                   Jack Deiber
Gwen Deiber
Bob Deiber
Abraham Deiber
Jennie Deiber
Sam Wise
Sarah Wise

       Janet Sahr                                        In Honor of my Mother &Father
      Ida Sahr & Iman (Hy) Sahr

      Roslyn Weiss                                    Dr. Alex Gilbert
                                                                 Regina Gilbert
                                                                 Sheila Gilbert 
                                                                 Jeno Weiss
                                                                 Herman Weiss



President: Debbie Gatoff
Vice President: Nancy Greene
Treasurer: Margo Strosberg
Financial Secretary: Al Lovenheim
Recording Secretary: Jim Strosberg
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