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        Dewitt County Soil & Water Conservation District
Myron Kirby Memorial  

Scholarship 2024       

Thank you for applying for the DeWitt County Soil & Water Conservation Scholarship!  This scholarship will assist deserving high school juniors, seniors or students currently enrolled in a 2/4 year college or an accredited vocational school to further their education in an agriculture or rural life-related field of study.

PROGRAM: This scholarship has been established by the Dewitt County Soil and Water Conservation District (DSWCD) to assist outstanding agriculture or Natural Resources students in the completion of their education at any Illinois college or accredited vocational school. The student awarded the scholarship should demonstrate superior agriculture or Natural Resource academic achievement, commitment to soil and water conservation and potential for innovation and/or leadership ability. The DSWCD Scholarship is awarded in the fall semester of the academic year. The fall 2024 award will be $500.

HISTORY: The DeWitt County Soil & Water Conservation District was organized and granted a charter on February 8, 1943. The first meeting of record to organize the district board was held on March 16, 1943. The first directors were listed as: Robert Armstrong, Jr., Noble Dawson, Lloyd Phares, Lester Finfrock and Henry Wrage. Those elected to office at that meeting were:  Henry Wrage, Chairman & Robert Armstrong, Secretary

This year we honor Myron Kirby our 27 year Chairman and board member of the Dewitt County Soil & Water. Myron served Dewitt County as not only it’s Chairman but also served on the Association of Soil & Water Districts for the State of Illinois as Board President and as past president and advisor to the board for many years.  Myron was a huge supporter of Conservation and a mentor to many.  He farmed and had an excavation business that he worked closely with the soil & water to help put conservation on the ground.  Myron believed in a boots on the ground approach and could always be found supporting or assisting somewhere in conservation. He was a great supporter of conservation education and the reason why we have decided that it is appropriate to re name this award in his memory. 
Currently, the District’s governing body consists of four directors, who must be owners or occupiers of land within the district boundaries. Each director is elected for a two-year term at the district’s annual meeting, which is held in January or February. Associate directors may also be appointed to assist with District programs or policies.

Our Current Board Members are:
  Vacant, Chairman

  Randy Molitoris, Vice Chairman 
Randy Dean, Secretary and Treasurer 
Dick Howell, Director
Gordon Douglas, Director
Sandra Kirby, Director
Brack Dean, Associate Director 
Braden Newman, Associate Director

DEADLINE: April 3, 2024 (must be received by)
SELECTION CRITERIA: Selection will be based on a combination of academic achievement, community and agricultural youth organization involvement and essays. Applicants will be judged by the DeWitt County Soil and Water Board of Directors.

APPLICATION INFORMATION: Qualifying students may fill out an application online; obtain an application from the guidance office or agriculture instructor or contact our office. Online applications can be found under student services for Clinton Schools https://chsguidancedept.weebly.com/scholarships.html 
ELIGIBILITY: 

1. Be a full-time (minimum of 12 credit hours) junior, senior or currently enrolled at a 2/4 year school in agriculture, natural resources program, or accredited vocational program at any Illinois college
2. Must be a resident of Dewitt County
3. Have a grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale

4. Submit official transcript

5. Acceptance letter from community college or university 

TO SUBMIT: Applications can be mailed, emailed or dropped off at DeWitt County Soil & Water with the appropriate attachments. 

DeWitt County Soil & Water 

5920 Revere Road

Clinton, IL 61727

QUESTIONS: If you have any questions, please contact the office at (217) 935-2181 ext. 3 or sondra.baker@il.nacdnet.net  or shelley.finfrock@il.nacdne.net 
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DeWitt County Soil & Water Conservation District   

Scholarship 2024  
	Applicant Information: 

	Name:

	Address:

	City:
	State:
	Zip:

	Phone Number (           )
	Email Address:

 

	Parent/Guardians' Names:

	High School: 

	Name of High School:

	Address:

	City:
	State:
	Zip:

	High School Phone: (                )
	Graduation Date:



	Future Plans: 

	University, College, Community College or Vocational School:

	Course of Study (major):


Items to be included:
· Official transcript

· Acceptance letter from community college or university/proof of current enrollment 
· Essay question responses

Dewitt SWCD Conservation Scholarship continued
(You may use a separate sheet to provide the information below)

1. Please describe your involvement in community and agricultural youth organizations (4-H, FFA) and other leadership activities. (Please provide your involvement in a list format including offices held).

2. Please describe your career plans using your studies and talents.  What are your career and personal goals for the next 5 years?
3. Briefly describe your interest and experience in preserving historical agriculture and the importance of protecting the land.
4. Why should we choose you? And if you are chosen, how will this scholarship benefit your academic future?

Character References: List three (3) people who are well acquainted with your education and abilities, providing names, relationship with that person, mailing address and telephone number

5920 Revere Road – Clinton, IL 61727

Phone (217) 935-2181, Ext. 3 – Fax (217) 935-6731

