BILLY AND RENO SCENE

Act One ~Scene 3 21

ACT ONE - SCENE 3

On deck, that evening. PASSENGERS cross, inctuding an OLD LADY IN A
WIHEELCHAIR wearing a large hat, a YOUNG SWELL in a tuxedo sinoking a cigar,
and SPIT and DIPPY. SPIT stumbles into the YOUNG SWELL.

BILLY twrns his back or the PURSER, who cyes lm suspiciousty.

START HERE Reno. You came after all! (BrLLy grunts, indicating the PURSER) [ didn’t see you come aboard! Where
you been hiding? (BiLLy grunts again) How’d you get a ticket? (BILLY really grunts)
O, you’re sore at me for last night. Listen, Billy— (Billy grabs Reno, kisses her and holds her in
the embrace, eyeing the Purser until the Purser exils. Then Billy releases Reno.)

You're not sore at me for last night. Hell, you should be—1 was out of linc.
BiLLy. Forget it, Reno.

RENO. No, no. Its your love life. If you're satisfied with second best,
forget about me and go after Miss Fantastic.

BiLry. I did. She’s on the boat.

RENO. Fantastic.
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Act One ~ Scene 3

Reno, I'm in a mess. I'm gonna lose my job, my boss is gonna lose his shirt—
all because of some damned dame!

She must be some damned dame.
She is. You're gonna love her, Reno. Her name’s Hope. Hope Harcourt.

Hope Harcourt?! The debutante Hope Harcourt?! The one who came out
on a Zeppelin?! The one who chases foxes on the cover of Life?!

(Defiantly) What are you saying—she’s out of my league?
Billy!
Hell, maybe she is.

Billy—

No, no, you're right. I get it. Guys like me deliver her groceries, they don’t walk her down

the aisle. Besides, she’s engaged—to some English guy. An earl or something,

Billy, we've been friends forever, right? (BILLY nods, still dejected) So friend to friend, lemme

ask you something— (Going after hint) Where's the old Crocker confidence?! You think
some tea bag can compete with you? You think he’s got one tiny fraction of your brains,

your looks, your ... your ... END HERE

No. 6 You're The Top

RENO.

(Reno & Billy)

At words poetic, I'm so pathetic
That | always have found it best,
Instead of getting 'em off my chest,
To let 'em rest unexpressed.

| hate parading

My serenading

As I'll probably miss a bar,

But if this ditty

Is not so pretty

At least it'll tell you

How great you are.

You're the top!

You're the Coliseum.

You're the top!

You're the Louvr’ Museum.

You're a melody from a symphony by Strauss,
You're a Bendel bonnet

A Shakespeare sonnet,

You're Mickey Mouse.

You're the Nile

You're the Tow'r of Pisa,

You're the smile on the Mona Lisa.
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EVELYN AND RENO SCENE
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ACT ONE - 5CENE 6

Evely’s stateroom. EVELYN iz standing in front of a miveor,
his back fo the door, dressed only in his BY D,
He fa atrapping on a broedsword. A knock,

EvELYN. Come in.

He PURSER eriters,
PURSER. Did you ring, sir?
EvVELYN. Yes, you might bring m se, And step in it.
PURSER. I'm sorry, sir?
EVELYN. | mean, sit on it
PURSER. (Frowning) Sir?
EVELYN. Blast! Brin ght away, will you?
PURSER. Yes, sir. I'll step on it
The PURSER exifs.

EVELYMN, Hts;!p on it? Makes no sense at all,

[EVELYM Furats Back fo the mirror. Another knock) Come in.

(RENO enters) | say, vou Yanks are fast. Just put it down on the bed, will you.

I really wanted it before | started to dress. [ hope it's good and hot.
RENG. MNobody's complained yet.
EVELYN. (Turning, embarrassed) Dear me! I thought it was the man with my tea!
RENO. What were you going to do if it was cold, cut off his head?
EVELYN. (Pulling on a robe) Oh, you mean Excalibur. Old family heirloom.

Mother Harcourt wants me to wear it for the wedding. You know, it's odd.

The old beezer's as taken with [']'lingﬁ an]iﬁh as T am with ﬂ'lingﬁ American,

RENCG. Well, I'm glad you feel that way,
because this American certainly feels gaga about you.

EvELYN. Gaga? I'm not sure I follow.
RENO. (Caressing his neck) Does this make it any clearer?

EVELYN. Marvelous! (Picks up notebook, writes)
“To feel ‘gaga’ about a person means to rub his neck ...
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Act One -~ Scene 6

RENO. You don't understand. I mean you do things to me ...
EVELYN. Do things to you?

RENO. I mean you send me.

EVELYN. Send you where?

RENO. One look at you and I get hot pants.

EVELYN. Dear me, would a bit of ice do any good?

RENO. Evie, “hot pants” means that I'm crazy about you.

41

EVELYN. “Hot pants” means you're crazy about me?! Smashing! Because I think you're the ab-

solute rat’s pyjamas! (RENO laughs) I say, is something funny?
RENO. Yeah, but it's also kinda cute. END HERE
MOON enters,

MOON. Ah, ha! What's going on here? So this is what I find!
You beasggyou despoiler of innocent girlhood. Look at this poor child,
her clo off by your fiendish attack, standing there in her nakedness,
(MOON [0 :NO) There’s something wrong here.

EVELYN, There's not
RENO. Hey, hold on, Moo

MOON. No! Stand back! I'll n
womanhood by the tail. D
And don’t think she won’t kn

EVELYN. Oh, do! Only make it a bit thick; S n that I lack fervor.

MOON. Now wait a minute, buster,
You're not taking the right attitude. I'n us man.

EVELYN. Go on, Padre. You're an old sw g wil.

MoOON. O.K, you asked forit. I'mg grate character.

Do you mind waiting a mi

ve to you I'm
ow wait right here.

EVELYN. You know, I'v that these clergy sometimes go a bit of1¥
RENO. Aw, Evelyn s something I've got to tell you. This was a set-up?
EVELYN. A se
EVELYN looks puzzled, begins flipping through the notebook.
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RENO AND MOONFACE SONG

No. 10 Friendship

{Reno & Moon)
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