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Not-so-fruited plains
EEEEE

he United States once
fed the world, but now it
is falling behind Russia

and even Brazil in agricultural
output. Typically, agriculture

has been one industry where
America exports more thanit
imports, helping reduce its trade
deficit. However, this year's crop
numbers show that “America’s

1 agriculturaldominancehas
eroded,” the Wall Street Journal
reported on April 20.

This year, Brazil is expected to
harvest a record soybean crop,
producing 43 percent of world
soybean exports. Thus, Brazil

“can sway global prices with a
weather hiccup or transporta-

tion snarl,” the Journal continued.

Brazil is also the second-largest
corn producer. Last year, Russia
outperformed America's amber
waves of grain, exporting more
wheat than the U.S.

American farming peaked
atarecord $123 billion in 2013
but has since faced a three-year
decling, the first such decline
since the 1970s. American
farming also depends heavily on
federal government subsidies.
From 2015 to 2027, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture is
expected to spend nearly $87
billion protecting and propping
up U.S. agriculture. This year,

~thedepartment predictsnet”

farm income will fall to $62

billion, half of what it was in 2013.

President Donald Trump's
pledges to restore American
industry to greatness seem to
exclude the farming sector. He
withdrew the U.S. from the
Trans-Pacific Partnership, which
was heavily supported by the
agricultural community. He has
also threatened the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement,
another trade deal that boosts
U.S. agricultural sales. B
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