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Privileged Access

il ven though it was just a replica, the tabernacle set up in

.. southern Israel was awe-inspiring. Built life-size and as
' close as possible to the specifications laid out in Exodus
#25-27 (without actual gold and acacia wood, of course),
it stood tall in the Negev desert.

When our tour group was taken
through the “Holy Place” and into the
“Most Holy Place” to see the “ark,” some
of us actually hesitated. Wasn’t this the
holiest place, where only the high priest
was allowed to enter? How could we enter
it so casually?

I can imagine how fearful the Israelites must have felt as
they approached the tent of meeting with their sacrifices each
time, knowing that they were coming into the presence of the
Almighty God. And the wonder they must have felt, whenever
God had a message for them, delivered through Moses.

Today, you and I can come straight to God with confi-
dence, knowing that Jesus’s sacrifice has torn down the barrier
between us and God (HeB. 12:22-23). Each of us can talk to God any
time we want, and hear from Him directly when we read His
Word. We enjoy a direct access that the Israelites could only
dream of. May we never take it for granted and cherish this
awesome privilege of coming to the Father as His beloved
children every day. & LESLIE KOH

TODAY'S READING
Hebrews 12:18-24

Thank You, Father, for this wonderful privilege that Jesus has given us,
to be able to come before You knowing we have been
forgiven and cleansed by Christ’s blood.

May we never forget how big a sacrifice it took.

Through prayer, we have instant access to our Father.
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Forgiven!

y friend Norm Cook sometimes had a surprise for his
family when he arrived home from work. He would
_ walk through the front door, and shout, “You’re for-

. & given!” It wasn’t that family members had wronged
h1m and needed his forgiveness. He was reminding them that
though they doubtless had sinned throughout the day, they
were by God’s grace fully forgiven.

The apostle John supplies this note [JHSEASINIAILIE
1John 1:1-10

about grace: “If we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his
Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to
be without sin [no inclination to sin], we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in =
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and ]ust and w111 forglve
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 JOHN 1:7-9).

To “walk in the light” is a metaphor for following Jesus.
Imitating Jesus with the Spirit’s help, John insists, is the sign
that we have joined with the apostles in the fellowship of faith.
We are authentic Christians. But, he continues, let’s not be
deceived: We will make wrong choices at times. Nevertheless,
grace is given in full measure: We can take what forgiveness
we need.

Not perfect; just forgiven by Jesus! That’s the good word
for today. @ DAVID ROPER

Lord, | know I'm not even close to being perfect.
That’s why | need You and Your cleansing in my life.
I'm lost without You.

Monitor your heart daily to avoid wandering from God’s wisdom.




