Dr. Gary L. Burgess, Sr.

202 Sweetheart Nook

Pendleton, SC  29670
(864) 760-3656(C) (864) 646-4891(H)

www.burgessresearchactiongroupllc.com

E-Mail: drb.burgessgroup@bellsouth.net
P R O F E S S I O N A L WORK  E X P E R I E N CE

CEO/President, the Burgess Research Action Group, LLC (BRAG)
Director, Charleston Advancement Academy High School, 2023
Spokesperson- Florence County School District Four Board of Trustees, 2021-2022

Consultant- South Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts and Humanities, 2021
Principal Research, The South Carolina Caucus of Black School Board Members, 2015-2022
American Educational Consultants, Beachwood, Ohio, 2012- 2014
Superintendent of Schools, Anderson School District Four, 2003 – 2008
Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Anderson School District Four, 2002-2003
The Citadel, Charleston, SC, Adjunct Professor, 2001

Converse University, Spartanburg, SC, Adjunct Professor, 2000 – 2008
Pendleton High School, Pendleton, SC, Principal, 1999 – 2002

D. R. Hill Middle School, Duncan, SC, Principal, 1993 - 1999

Whitlock Jr. High School, Spartanburg, SC, Principal, 1991-1993

James F. Byrnes High School, Duncan, SC, Assistant Principal, 1987-1991

Dorman High School, Spartanburg, SC, Intern Principal, 1986-1987


Secondary School Teacher, 1980-1986

United Way of Spartanburg, Spartanburg, SC, 1979-1980

United Services Council, Spartanburg, SC, 1979-1980

E D U C A T I O N

University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, 

Educational Leadership- Doctor of Education, (Ed.D.), 1999

Converse College, Spartanburg, SC,


Educational Specialist, (Ed.S.), 1987


Master of Education, (M.Ed.), 1983

Wofford College, Spartanburg, SC,


Bachelor of Arts, (B.A.), 1979

Chapman High School, Inman, SC, 

South Carolina High School Diploma, 1975
BOARDS, COMMITTEES and ORGANIZATIONS
Principal Planner, BRAG STRrEAM Institute of Learning, 2017-

Wofford College Black Alumni Association, Board Member, 2017-

Anderson County Board of Education, Secretary, 2010-
South Carolina Superintendent-Elect, Mick Zais, Transition Team, 2010

The South Carolina Caucus of Black School Board Members, 2014-
Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence, Inc, Board of Directors, 2005-2022
Moving Forward Together: A National Summit of Schools, Communities and Law Enforcement, 

Statewide Planning Team, 2016, 2017
The Clearing House: A Journal of Educational Research, Controversy, and Practices, Consulting Editor,

 1999-2008

Education Issues, Editorial Review Board, 2005 - 2007

National Dropout Center, Program Assessment and Review Team, 2002

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), 2002
The John de la Howe School, Board of Trustees, (appointed by the Governor& Confirmed by the South

 Carolina General Assembly), 2001
The South Carolina Board of Juvenile Justice, (appointed by the Governor & Confirmed by the South

 Carolina General Assembly), 2000
Clemson University, Educational Leadership Advisory Committee, 2000

TriCounty Technical College, Access and Equity Advisory Committee, 2000

Anderson University, Teacher Advisory Council, 2000-2002

The Project for Public Religion, sponsored by the Pew Charitable Trust, University of Chicago,1996-1999

South Carolina Governor’s Middle School Task Force, 1999

South Carolina Principals Executive Institute, Steering Committee, 1999

South Carolina Middle Level Principals Association, President-Elect, 1999

South Carolina Association of Teacher Educators, Executive Board, 1998

The Middle Tyger Community Center, Board Member, 1998-1999

The Charles Lea Center, Board of Directors, 1996

Spartanburg Parent’s Who Care, Board, 1988

National Association of School Administrators

South Carolina Association of School Administrators

The South Carolina School Boards Association

South Carolina Association of School Administrators, Middle Level Principal’s Planning Committee

State of South Carolina Writing Improvement Coordinating Council
The South Carolina Education Association

The National Education Association

The National Association of Secondary School Principals

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development

The International Reading Association

The South Carolina International Reading Association

Phi Delta Kappa Education Fraternity

The Blue Key National Honor Fraternity

Wofford College National Alumni Association

Wofford College National Alumni Association, Board of Directors

Converse College, Teacher Education Advisory Council

Anderson University, Teacher Education Advisory Council

Middle Tyger YMCA, Advisory Committee
AWARDS, HONORS, PRESENTATIONS and PUBLICATIONS
Featured in the Anderson Magazine, November/December 2017

Guest Columnist, The State, 2017

Guest Columnist, The State House Report, 2017
Guest Columnist, The Aiken Standard, 2017

Guest Columnist, The Island Packet, 2017
Guest Columnist, The Greenville News, 2010, 2016

“Hometown Hero,” Anderson School District Four area, February 2013
Blue Ribbon Schools Conference, Presenter, Reading Massachusetts, April 2009

Blue Ribbon Schools Conference, Presenter, Disney World, Orlando, FL, December 2008

Pointing the Way Leadership Award, Anderson Independent-Mail Newspaper, 2006

Published, “Are Pride and Persistence Attributes Needed to Make Successful Progress Against
  Great Societal Odds,” Clemson University Writing Project, Summer 2005

Guest Columnist, P C Teach It, National Magazine, August 2003 
Columbia University, Superintendents Work Conference, July 2003
National School Reform Conference, Presenter, Orlando, FL, December 2003
“We Believe,” The Universal Body of Christ Church, 2002
National School Reform Conference, Presenter, Cleveland, Ohio, April 2002

Featured, Hope Foundation Video Series, “Failure is Not an Option:  How High Achieving Schools

 Succeed with All Students,” 2001

National Educational Policy Fellowship, Presenter, Miami, FL, November 2001
Addressed National Blue Ribbon Schools Ceremony, Washington, D.C., (the only principal in the U.S. to do so,

 First Lady Laura Bush addressed this conference), October 2001
Addressed and presented at the National Blue Ribbon Schools Conference, Spartanburg, SC, April 2000
Addressed National Blue Ribbon Schools Ceremony, Washington, D.C., 
(1 of 2 principals in the nation to address the group), September 2000
Addressed National Blue Ribbon Schools Conference, Biloxi, MS, December 2000
The Hope Foundations Fourth National Education Summit, Presenter, 
“Courageous Leadership for School Success,” Chicago, IL, April 22 -24, 2001 

Milken Family Foundation, National Educator Award, 1999

South Carolina Association of Educational Office Professionals, Outstanding Service Award, 1999

Visions Magazine, Top 25 South Carolina African-American Influencers, 2000

Doctoral Dissertation- Navigating the Mainstream: The Perceptions of Working Class African-American Males of Barriers to Academic Success in Their Local School Cultures’, published, 1999  
University of Chicago, Divinity Department, The Project for Public Religion – Educational Roundtable, 1996-1999

International Alliance for Invitational Education, Panelist with William W. Purkey, 1998

Contributor, Curriculum, Religion and Public Education: Conversations for an Enlarging Public Square,

 Teachers College Press, 1998 
Educational TV, “Rising from the Middle,” 1998

Educational TV, “Blue Ribbon Schools,” 1998

South Carolina Writing Improvement Council, 1998

Wofford College Outstanding Young Alumnus, 
(First African-American to receive this honor in the college’s history), 1997

Duncan Ruritan, Service to Education Award, 1997

Excellence in Public Education, Association of Teacher Educators, 1997

South Carolina’s Jaycees, Outstanding Young American in Education, 1997

”Voices across America,” USA Today, 1/15/97

Principal of the Year, State of South Carolina, 1996-1997

National Association of Secondary School Principals Educational Leaders’ Symposium, 
Washington, D.C., 1996
National Association of Secondary School Principals, Bulletin, “College Start: A Smooth Transition for Minority

 Students,” May 1988
Who’s Who in American Education, 1988

Political Experience

Democratic Primary Candidate, South Carolina Superintendent of Education, June 2022
Vice-Chair, Anderson County Board of Education, South Carolina, elected November 2010, November 2014, November 2018, November 2022
Republican Primary Candidate, South Carolina Superintendent of Education, June 2014

Republican Primary Candidate, South Carolina Superintendent of Education, June 2010
South Carolina’s Superintendent of Education-elect’s Education Transition Assessment Team, 
2010-2011

C H U R C H  AND  C O M M U N I T Y

The Universal Body of Christ Church of the Redeemed, Pastor 1982- present
Leadership Pendleton

Anderson Four Tutor

Pendleton Beautification Project

Riverside Community Center
University of South Carolina-Upstate Partnership

Wofford College Strategic Long-Range Planning Task Force
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