           ALPHA PHI SIGMA 

Preparation for Initiation –often called Induction-  Short Version

Ceremony Needs: 

 Include the following in the room arrangements plan:  

a. Chairs set up.. remember the front chairs must be reserved for the candidates;

b.  Order separate podium (and microphone system, if necessary for size of room); 

c.  Skirted table to hold 4 gold candles (to represent each APS Goal/Ideal);  blue/yellow candles (one for each candidate-don’t forget matches);  members’ certificates, APS pins, chapter acceptance book & a pen for candidates signatures , Chapter’s Charter.  

d. Skirted table at entrance of room to distribute the program to guets

e. Compositions – Each Candidate must submit no more than a hundred word composition  describing the most influential/inspiring  person in candidate’s life. Also a “quote” taken from a famous person, a poem, a song, etc., which describes candidate’s philosophy in life-  e.g.  “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country” – John f. Kennedy.  This will be read for each candidate as they are being initited.. Emphasize the importance of this composition, because the advisor will read the composition as each candidate walks to the front of the room to be individually pinned, sign the acceptance book, etc.

f. Tape of Pomp & Circumstance with tape player for entrance of candidates (not    

      necessary, but adds a nice flare).

g. Delegate set-up functions to various members,  i.e., set-up Initiation tables with necessary materials for Ceremony (gold candles with holders, Keys (pins), Initiation acceptance book, certificates, yellow/blue candles, etc.) ; – assist in hosting the front table to distribute Program;  arrange candidates’ compositions in alphabetical  order; assist in arranging the candidates for entrance- alphabetically for the procession. 

h. Assign the readings to various members, who will stand around the room to read their parts in turn.

CHECK LIST FOR INITIATIONS:

1)  4 gold candles & candle holders & matches 

2)  Blue and yellow candles for initiatees & candle  holders

3)  Acceptance book (don’t forget the pen) 

4)  Certificates and pins

5)  Chapter Charter 

6)  Written initiation ceremony text for the  readers

7)  Program –with the names of initiatees (A Program is not necessary, but nice)

8)  Composition from each candidate being initiated, including Honorary and Faculty/

Please be reminded that these Initiation Proceedings are not written in stone.  Advisors may modify these proceedings to accommodate their own situation.  

BEFORE CEREMONY:  

Room arrangements have been completed.

All Candidates are placed on line in alphabetical order outside of the room.  Honorary & Faculty members are last in line.  Advisor has the candidates’ “Compositions” also arranged alphabetically.  

All readers have received the text and are standing in various places  around the room – so their voices will come from several spots around the room.  (You may divide the readings into more than 3 voices)

                                   INITIATION – ALPHA PHI SIGMA   

                                             --(Name)- CHAPTER

                                                   DATE -  m/d/y

Advisor:     It is an honor to welcome the candidates of (name) Chapter to membership in Alpha Phi Sigma, the National Criminal Justice Honor Society.  (Start the tape of “Pomp & Circustance” and read the names of each candidate for entrance into the room.  The candidates enter the room and walk to the chairs in front of the room)

Advisor:     It is an honor to open the  -(say the number – the first, fifth..or fifty-fifth) Initiation Ceremony of the  (name of chapter) Chapter of Alpha Phi Sigma at the (name) University.  Please stand for the National Anthem (or the Pledge of Allegiance or both, if you have time.)

Chapter Officer (usually the president of the chapter ):   Will the candidates please stand.  (Chapter Officer faces the Chapter Advisor and says:)… As the Chapter (President/Secretary/Treasurer-name the office) of  (name) Chapter  at (name)  University, I proudly present these candidates to you for acceptance into Alpha Phi Sigma, the National Criminal Justice Honor Society.

Advisor:   (to the candidates) As Chapter advisor, I welcome you to this initiation ceremony held in your behalf.    Please be seated.  

Before we accept you into the Alpha Phi Sigma Honor Society, please listen thoughtfully to these words.

(The Readers in various corners of the room read the following  text.  )

First Voice:  You should know that Alpha Phi Sigma  membership is not only a recognition of past exemplary conduct, but that it must also be to you a constant inspiration to finer and nobler living in the future.   
              You should know that Alpha Phi Sigma membership is not only a recognition of past academic achievement and loyalty to all good works, but that it must also be to you a constant inspiration to unselfish service to the Honor Society, to  (name) University and to your criminal justice vocation.  Membership in Alpha Phi Sigma should be a lifelong reminder that if greatness is to be achieved, one must serve.
Second Voice: You should know that Alpha Phi Sigma membership is not only a recognition of past accomplishments, but that it must also be to you a constant inspiration to spend the rest of your days climbing higher and yet higher, ever remembering that the longest span of human life is all too short for the completion of the tasks that lie ready to our hands. 

             Alpha Phi Sigma was founded in January, 1942, at Washington State University.  In the tradition of idealism, professionalism and academic excellence, the founder, Dr. V. A. Leonard recognized the need for a police honorary to promote excellence in student scholarship and performance and that outstanding criminal justice students, faculty members and professionals in the criminal justice field should meet together on a basis of common interest, understanding, and helpfulness.  The motives which guided the founding members of Alpha Phi Sigma sprang from the desire to bring together, in unity, one body of the criminal justice leaders from  the Colleges &Universities and from the professional communities. 

Third Voice:  An essential part of the success of the Alpha Phi Sigma "Honorary Idea”, is the determination to maintain consistent and high standards of criminal justice academic recognition.  This determination led to the establishment of Alpha Phi Sigma chapters at colleges and universities across the country.  On March 24, 1976, in Dallas, Texas, the Executive Board of The Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, the National Criminal Justice Professional Association, voted unanimously to designate Alpha Phi Sigma as THE national criminal justice honor society.  

               At that time, Alpha Phi Sigma had 14 chapters. Since then, Alpha Phi Sigma has grown and prospered at a very rapid rate and there are now over 330 chapters and more than 90,000 members, across the United States.  In 1981, Alpha Phi Sigma was admitted to the Association of College Honor Societies.

 Note to Advisor:  (Add another Voice here and describe the beginnings of your own Chapter)

Advisor:  For (State Number of Years) years, since 1942, Alpha Phi Sigma, through its many chapters located throughout the country, has provided leadership for the criminal justice profession by following four Ideals:  

   ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE -  LEADERSHIP -  SERVICE - UNITY 

Advisor:  The four gold candles represent each ideal.  As each candle is lit, it will signify that these four ideals will continue shining brightly throughout (name) University’s  (name) Chapter.  

(1)  The President of (name) Chapter, (his/her name),  will light the   candle for the "ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IDEAL"
Advisor continues to read as the Chapter President lights the Gold Ideal// or the Chapter President can recite this as s/he lights the Gold Ideal:   With the lighting of the Academic Excellence Ideal Candle, it will signify that the (name) Chapter will continue to encourage research and the dissemination of that acquired knowledge to members of the criminal justice profession by promoting academic excellence through the recognition of scholarship.  

        __________________________________________________

(2)   The Vice President of (name) Chapter, (his/her name), will  light the candle for the "LEADERSHIP" Ideal 

Advisor continues ….(or the Chapter Vice President recites):  With the lighting of the Leadership Ideal candle, it will signify that the (name)  Chapter will continue to provide leadership for the criminal justice profession by assisting in the development of professional and ethical leadership among students and practitioners. 

           _______________________________________________

(3) The Secretary of the (name) chapter (his/her name), will light the

      candle for the "Service" Ideal.  

           Advisor continues….(or the Chapter Secretary recites): 

           With the lighting of the Service Ideal candle,  it will signify that  the 

           (name) chapter will continue to promote more effective criminal 

            justice practitioners by providing opportunities for student 

            participation in community, professional and university service.

        ____________________________________________________

(4) The Treasurer of the (name) chapter (his/her name) will light the candle for the "Unity" Ideal.  

           Advisor continues….(or the Chapter Treasurer recites):  

           With the lighting of the Unity Candle, it will  signify that the 

           (name) Chapter will continue to inspire a “Just Pride”  in the 

          academic criminal justice field by encouraging greater 

         communications and comradeship among Alpha Phi Sigma members 

          and the criminal justice profession.

       ___________________________________________________    

Advisor:  Candidates, you have heard in these words the great unchanging ideals upon which our Honor Society is founded.  If you are willing to accept the lofty ideals, the sense of devotion, and the spirit of aspiration represented in Alpha Phi Sigma, please respond, “We are.”---- 

 It is my honor to begin your formal acceptance into the National Criminal Justice Honor Society with the introduction of  the Alpha Phi Sgma’s symbols. 

                    The Key bears the Scales of Justice, the Shield of Honor and the Columns of Learning.  The Latin Motto ”Qui Transulit Sustinet” is taken from early law enforcement and is historically translated as “He Who Perserveres Succeeds”.  The Honor Regalia to be worn at academic events are:  The Honor Stole is a college gold satin with the Alpha Phi Sigma Key embroidered on the right side and the Greek letters and  embroidered on left side of the Honor Stole.  The Honor Medallion is a college blue round medallion with the Key embossed in gold lettering. The Honor Cord has blue and gold intertwined cords with gold tassels.  The color blue signifies criminal justice and the gold signifies scholarship.  

              Will the student candidates please stand.  In keeping with the traditions of recognizing the hard work and personal sacrifice required to achieve scholastic excellence, outstanding leadership, service, and unity, the (name) Chapter of Alpha Phi Sigma at (name) University  publicly recognizes selected students as outstanding. All of the candidates must be recommended by the Chapter Advisor and be of high moral character with high academic achievement.  

What say you, President of (name) University’s (name) Chapter?

President of Chapter:   These candidates rank in the top 35% of their class; are of exemplary character; display leadership in campus, community and professional life; demonstrate educational leadership; and are dedicated to the American democratic ideals & to the Ideals of Alpha Phi Sigma.  

          Therefore, be it resolved that these (name) University candidates have achieved these high standards and are presented for membership into Alpha Phi Sigma. The hard work and personal sacrifice required to achieve these high standards deserve recognition
Advisor:  (to the candidates):  Alpha Phi Sigma membership designates you as an outstanding contributor to the field of Criminal Justice.  You have been received and appoved by  the Alpha Phi Sigma National Executive Board and by the (name)  Univerity’s (name ) Chapter Advisor.  You may be seated.

 As I call your name, come forward to be accepted into Alpha Phi Sigma, the National Criminal Justice Honor Society.  You will proceed to receive   the  pin; sign the Chapter’s Registration Book as your commitment to the ideals of Alpha Phi Sigma; receive the Certificate and the Oath candle.

(Advisor reads the candidate’s name and composition as the candidate come forward to be accepted and receive the symbols of acceptance.)

The Chapter’s President will stand by the KEYS (pins), ready to pin on the Candidates.

The Chapter’s Vice Presdient will stand by the Registration Book.

The Chapter’s Secretary will stand by Certificates.

The Treasurer will stand by the Candles.

The Advisor remains behind the podium and reads each composition while the Candidate receives the symbols of acceptance.

The Chapter President says to the Candidate as he/she is pinning the Candidate (quietly and directly to the Candidate, as his/her composition is being read by the Advisor):  “It is my pleasure to accept you to the Criminal Justice National Criminal Justice Honor Society, Alpha Phi Sigma".  The  President pins the candidate with the  Key (pin).   

The Chapter Vice President hands to pen to the Candidate and quietly says: "As a gesture of your willingness to follow the Alpha Phi Sigma Ideals, please sign the Initiation Register"  

Chapter Secretary hands the Certificate to the Candidate and quietly says:  “Congratulations and welcome to Alpha Phi Sigma". 

The Chapter Treasurer hands the Oath Candle (either the blue or the yellow) and says: “Congratulations and welcome to Alpha Phi Sigma” and directs the candidate where to stand.

 (After the last candidate goes through the pinning, etc: each of the officers will approach the candidates and light the candidates’ Oath candle with one of lighted gold Ideal candles.  After ALL candles have been lighted: 

Advisor:  Candidates; please repeat the OATH OF MEMBERSHIP after me:      

        “IN THE PRESENCE OF OUR CREATOR// AND OF THE ALPHA PHI SIGMA CHAPTER HERE ASSEMBLED, // "I --(state your name),--  DO HEREBY SOLEMNLY PROMISE//  TO UPHOLD THE IDEALS AND TRADITIONS,//  AND SUBMIT MYSELF TO BE GOVERNED BY THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE ALPHA PHI SIGMA HONOR SOCIETY//  AND TO SUPPORT IN LOYAL SERVICE//  THE LOCAL AND NATIONAL OFFICERS,// AND TO HOLD WITH CONFIDENCE//  THE MISSION OF THIS HONOR SOCIETY.   

POST SCRIPT to the Advisor:


Depending on the time you have allocated for this ceremony and/or you wish to extend the Ceremony, you may have the candidates repeat the Alpha Phi Sigma’s MISSION and PURPOSES after the Oath of Membership, at this time in the Ceremony.    You will find the Mission and Purposes in the Bylaws.   

  Advisor:  You have now undertaken upon yourselves the obligation of membership in the Alpha Phi Sigma Honor Society.  This means that you will  seek to make it a real factor for good in academic and professional life, not only in (name) University, but in American educational institutions at large;  that you will make every effort to practice Alpha Phi Sigma’s high ideals, both in private and public life, so that the world may see in you a concrete, living symbol of the great principles of Alpha Phi Sigma.  

    As a symbol of a promise to honor your pledge and to continue achieving on high standards, everyone extinguish your candles.     

Friends, It is my pleasure to present to you the honor students in the (name)   University’s Chapter of the National Criminal Justice Honor Society, Alpha Phi Sigma.  Let's give our new members a great big and special _(name)_____Chapter's   CONGRATULATIONS      and

                   WELCOME TO ALPHA PHI SIGMA.     

