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Grasses and Perennials
A water smart landscape is 

not limited to cacti, succulents, 
or narrow-leafed evergreens. The 
perennials and grasses on this list 
are well adapted to low levels of 
soil moisture. Prior to planting 
any grass or perennial, consider 
researching its suitability at a  
particular site.

             GRASSES

Common Name	 Botanical Name
Buffalograss	 Buchloe dactyloides
Sideoats Grama	 Bouteloua curtipendula
Blue Grama 	 Bouteloua gracilis
Feather Reedgrass 	 Calamagrostis x acutifloria
Blue Fescue 	 Festuca glauca
Blue Oat Grass 	 Helictotrichon sempervirens
Pink Deergrass	 Muhlenbergia capillaris
Deergrass	 Muhlenbergia rigens
Mexican Feathergrass	 Nassella tenuissima
Indian Ricegrass 	 Oryzopsis hymenoides
Plains Switchgrass 	 Panicum virgatum
Little Bluestem	 Schizachyrium scoparium
Alkali Sacaton	 Sporobolus airoides

          PERENNIALS

Common Name	 Botanical Name
Yarrow 	 Achillea spp. 
Texas Hummingbird Mint	 Agastache cana
Gold Dust 	 Alyssum saxatile
Butterfly Weed	 Asclepias tuberose
Desert Marigold	 Baileya multiradiata 
Chocolate Flower 	 Berlandiera lyrata
Chamomile 	 Chamaemelum nobile 
Spider Flower	 Cleome spinosa
Coreopsis 	 Coreopsis spp.
Purple Coneflower	 Echinacea purpurea
Buckwheat 	 Eriogonum spp.
California Poppy 	 Eschscholzia californica 
Blanket Flower 	 Gailardia spp. 
Gaura 	 Gaura lindheimeri
Snakeweed	 Gutierrezia Sarothrae
Daylily	 Hemerocallis flavum
Bearded Iris 	 Iris germanica 
Red Hot Poker 	 Kniphofia uvaria 
English Lavender 	 Lavendula angustifolia
Blue Flax	 Linum lewisii
Blackfoot Daisy 	 Melampodium leucanthum
Giant 4 O’clock	 Mirabilis multiflora
Bee Balm	 Monarda spp.
Evening Primrose 	 Oenothera spp.
Beardtongue	 Penstemon spp.
Russian Sage	 Pervoskia atriplicifolia
Paper Flower 	 Psilostrophe spp.
Sage 	 Salvia spp. 
Grey Santolina 	 Santolina chamaecyparissus 
Stonecrop 	 Sedum spp.
Hen and Chicks	 Sempervivum spp.
Globemallow 	 Sphaeralcea spp.
Scarlet Hedgenettle	 Stachys coccinea
Angelita Daisy 	 Tetraneuris acaulis
Germander	 Teucrium chamaedrys
Thyme	 Thymus spp.
Sandpaper Verbena	 Verbena rigida

For more information and helpful community links,  
visit the Coalition website at
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