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PoPular low 
water use Plants

Save water and reduce maintenance 
by growing drought-tolerant plants. 
This list includes xeric options that 
require little-to-periodic deep  
watering after three years.  Research 
plant characteristics and mature size 
when planning a landscape. 

               TREES
Common Name Botanical Name 
Deodar Cedar Cedrus deodora
Oklahoma Redbud Cercis canadensis ‘ 
    Oklahoma’
Chitalpa Chitalpa tashkentensis
Arizona Cypress Cupressus arizonica
Arizona Ash  Fraxinus velutina
Thornless Honeylocust Gleditsia triancanthos  
    inermis
One-seed Juniper Juniperus monosperma
Rocky Mountain Juniper Juniperus scopulorum
Austrian Black Pine Pinus nigra
Chinese Pistache Pistacia chinensis
London Plane Sycamore Platanus acerfolia
Locust Robinia spp.

               SHRUBS
Common Name Botanical Name 
Sagebrush/Wormwood Artemesia spp.
Butterfly Bush Buddleia davidii
Blue Mist Caryopteris x  
    clandonensis
Mountain Mahogany Cercocarpus spp.
Gray Rabbit Brush Chrysothamnus nauseosus
Purple Smokebush Cotinus coggygria
Cotoneaster Cotoneaster spp.
Desert Spoon Dasylirion wheelerii
Apache Plume Fallugia paradoxa
New Mexican Privet Forestiera neomexicana
Red Yucca Hesperaloe parviflora
Juniper Juniperus spp.
Oregon Grape Mahonia aquifolium
Fremont Barberry Mahonia fremontii
Bear Grass Nolina microcarpa
Russian Sage Perovskia atriplicifolia

Common Name Botanical Name 
Mugho Pine Pinus mugo
Shrubby Cinquefoil Potentilla fruticosa
Firethorn Pyracantha spp.
Sumac Rhus aromatica, R. glabra,  
    R. Trilobata
New Mexico Locust Robinia neomexicana
Pendulous Yucca Yucca recurvifolia

               PERENNIALS
Common Name Botanical Name 
Yarrow  Achillea spp. 
Desert Marigold Baileya multiradiata
Coreopsis Grandiflora Coreopsis, Tickseed
California Poppy Eschscholzia californica
Daylily Hemerocallis flavum
Red Hot Poker  Kniphofia uvaria
English Lavender  Lavendula angustifolia
Blue Flax Linum lewisii
Blackfoot Daisy  Melampodium leucanthum
Mexican Evening Primrose Oenothera berlandieri
Beardtongue Penstemon spp.
Russian Sage Pervoskia atriplicifolia
Sandpaper Verbena Verbena rigida

               GROUNDCOVERS
Common Name Botanical Name 
Lowfast Cotoneaster Cotoneaster damerii
Emerald Gaiety  Euonymus fortunei 
Blue Carpet Juniper Juniperus horizontalis wiltonii
Buffalo Juniper Juniperus sabina
Hall’s Honeysuckle Lonicera japonica halliana
Creeping Oregon Grape Mahonia repens
Virginia Creeper Parthenocissus quinquefola
Boston Ivy Parthenocissus tricuspidata
Germander Teucrium chamaedrys
Creeping Thyme Thymus praecox arcticus

               GRASSES 
Common Name Botanical Name 
Sideoats Grama Bouteloua curtipendula
Blue Grama  Bouteloua gracilis
Buffalograss Buchloe dactyloides
Feather Reedgrass  Calamagrostis x acutiflora
Blue Fescue  Festuca glauca
Blue Oat Grass  Helictotrichon sempervirens
Pink Deergrass Muhlenbergia capillaris
Deergrass Muhlenbergia rigens
Mexican Feathergrass Nassella tenuissima
Plains Switchgrass  Panicum virgatum
Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium

For more information and helpful community links,  
visit the Coalition website at
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