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Welcome back Bobcats! I hope everyone enjoyed the summer break. My family had a busy 
summer! For those of you who know me personally, you will know our family welcomed a 
baby girl this summer. My 2 older boys, Ty and Cash, are adjusting well and are absolutely 
in love with her. I joke our PTA just got a new member… aka my sidekick.  
 
As some of you may have noticed, McKitrick turned groovy over the summer. Our 
2022/2023 school theme this year is “Peace, Love & Learning”. McKitrick is focusing on the 
attitude of caring and kindness toward others this school year. Our school themed shirt for 
this year reflects this theme with a few shirt options that we feel reflect the fun, groovy na-
ture of this theme. Make sure to check out the spirit wear shirt sale and get your hands on 
the school theme shirt for this year before sales close August 12th. A percentage of the 
sales goes back to our PTA.  
 
As we all gear up for another McKitrick year, we would like to welcome all the new commit-
tee members to our PTA! Our PTA is growing and parents are seeing the value of being in 
an organization that focuses on our school and children. As our school reopens and events 
are once again welcome on campus, volunteers are now more important than ever! To get 
involved with our PTA and learn about volunteer opportunities on campus, please make 
sure to sign up on memberhub your volunteer status as well as complete a YES form. This 
is detailed more in the newsletter below.  
 
Our PTA welcomed a new committee this year, McKitrick Serves. This committee will adver-
tise volunteer opportunities not only at McKitrick but also in our local community. This sum-
mer McKitrick Serves oversaw the goat pen renovation as well as the first official McKitrick 
beautification day. Please watch for more volunteer oppor-
tunities from this committee.  
 
Teachers were welcomed back from the summer with a 
renovated teachers lounge! A small army of PTA got to-
gether over the summer and painted, built chairs, recov-
ered cabinets & tables and decorated the space to give our 
teachers a nice area to relax. Thank you to all who were 
involved!  
 
Coming off a busy summer, we gear up for a busy school 
year! I hope you have a great start! 
 
Lindsay Jimison  
PTA President 2022-2023  

5503 Lutz Lake Fern Road 

Lutz, Florida 33558 

813.558.5427 

 

Principal/Administrator: 

Allison Cline 
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TEACHER LOUNGE GOT AN UPGRADE!! 
 

 

Our McKitrick PTA this summer was able to give back to our 
school’s teachers and staff in a tremendous way by complete-
ly surprising them with a totally renovated teacher's lounge!  
 
The images below show the tremendous thought and exquis-
ite care taken by the individuals who volunteered to make this 
renovation happen in LESS THAN A WEEK. The change could 
not be more amazing!  
 
THANK YOU to fellow PTA Secretary and interior designer & 
owner of Align & Design LLC, Tanya Kayani, for the 
thoughtfulness you put into this design creating a calming 
and refreshed space for the teachers to breakaway. IT LOOKS 
AMAZING!!!  
 
Also BIG SHOUT OUT to Allure Dental Boutique for spon-
soring the chairs & decor in the sitting corner area.  

Quick Links 
 

McKitrick PTA Website 
 

McKitrick PTA Store 
 

McKitrick PTA Facebook 
 

McKitrick PTA Twitter 
 

McKitrick Elementary   
Website 

 
2022-2023 School          

Calendar 
 

McKitrick Lunch Menus 
 

Meal Pre-Pay 

https://mckitrickpta.com/
https://mckitrick.memberhub.com/store
https://www.facebook.com/McKitrickpta/
https://twitter.com/mckitrickpta
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/mckitrick
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/mckitrick
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/Page/270#calendar137/20210830/month
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/Page/270#calendar137/20210830/month
https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/McKitrickElementarySchool
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
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Welcome Bobcat Families to our    
2022-2023  

 

Peace, Love and Learning  

We are thrilled to be welcoming you back soon to 
our Open Houses for our students and to spend 
time catching up with our returning families and 
meeting those who have joined our school family 
this school year.  

Our PTA is busy setting the year up for success and 
are ready to share opportunities for you to be in-
volved in a variety of ways. There are even ways to 
help and be a volunteer from home. Please be sure 
to become members and connect to their website 
for information and school happenings.  

The teachers and staff have been busy this sum-
mer with training for new curriculum and stand-
ards. We also will continue to be a part of the 
grant with the 7 Mindsets program. This is espe-
cially critical for our students and families following 
the many challenges in the previous years. Helping students become resilient, con-
fident and problem solvers will assist with their success and connection to learning 
and school. We are excited to have some new faces joining our staff and they all 
bring a variety of experiences and knowledge to our teaching teams. Please join 
me in welcoming them as you meet during Open House and other school activities. 
Finally, joining me as my Assistant Principal and school-wide support is Kimberly 
(Kim) Stone. She has a wide base of experiences and background knowledge from 
district schools such as Tampa Palms, Temple Terrace and Alonso High School. We 
share the same child-centered philosophy for our school, and she is excited to get 
to know our families and students. I am looking forward to seeing you all and cap-
turing the fun and excitement in peace, love and learning!  

 

With optimism, pride and excitement,  

Allison Cline, Principal  

CALENDAR 
August 
8th Open House              
      Grades 1st, 3rd, 5th 
 
9th Open House             
      Grades K, 2nd, 4th 
 
10th  First Day of School 
 
19th All Pro Dad Meeting 
 
23th Back to School Ice 
 Cream Social 
 
27th McKitrick Family Spirit 
 Night at Chick-Fil-A 
 
29th  Homeroom Parents and 
 Volunteers Training 
 

September 
1st PTA Virtual General 
 Membership Meeting 
 
5th Labor Day - No School 
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MCKITRICK FAMILY SPIRIT NIGHT AT CHICK-FIL-A 
Saturday, August 27th, 4pm-8pm 

Sign up for an Amazon smile account 
and assign McKitrick Elementary School 
to receive 0.5% of all purchases! 

If you have or know of a business that would like to support McKitrick,  

Please contact Emily Draper at businesspartners@mckitrickpta.com 

• Face painters  
• Games 
• Balloon maker 

• Snowcones 
• Popcorn 

• Cotton candy 
• And of course, Chick-Fil-A chicken! 
 
Enjoy an afternoon of fun, food and frolic at 
Chick-Fil-A on N. Dale Mabry in Carrollwood!  
  
*Make sure to mention “McKitrick Ele-
mentary” for a percentage of your sale 
to go to our McKitrick PTA* 

mailto:businesspartners@mckitrickpta.com
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BACK TO SCHOOL ICE CREAM SOCIAL!   
 

Bobcats, we are kicking off the school year with an ice cream social!! 
We invite you to join us on the McKitrick campus on Tuesday, August 
23rd from 5-7pm to enjoy ice cream with students, families, and teach-
ers, plus the Cheval Athletic Club will host fun kids games in the court-
yard. 

 

Ice cream will be free with proof of PTA membership, 
so we encourage you to sign up in advance.  Just visit 
https://mckitrick.memberhub.com/store to purchase 
your membership online today!  Hope to see everyone 
on August 23rd! 

https://mckitrick.memberhub.com/store
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Want to be more involved in your child’s 
education and make a difference to our 
school and community!?!?  WE NEED 
YOU!!  As you might already know, 
McKitrick PTA is a non-profit organiza-
tion funded and operated entirely by vol-
unteers!  Our PTA and school can always 
use a helping hand from YOU! Your ef-
fort and dedication are always appreciat-
ed and the difference you make is con-
tributed directly to our school and com-
munity.   

PTA volunteer opportunities will be communicated to account holders in Mem-
berHub.  By creating an account in MemberHub, PTA will be notified that you are in-
terested in volunteering opportunities the upcoming school year.  Finally, to perform 
in-person volunteering, the Hillsborough County Public Schools (HCPS) re-
quires all volunteers and community partners to complete the HCPS Volunteer Appli-
cation or have a current active application on file prior to any volunteer engage-
ment.  If you were an active volunteer in 2021-2022, check your email, your volun-
teer expiration date should have been extended by two years.  You can check the 
expiration date of your volunteer status, update your information and school selec-
tion through the HCPS Volunteer Portal.   

There will be numerous opportunities to participate in volunteering and PTA will be 
holding a Homeroom Parents and Volun-
teers Training on Tuesday, August 29th at 
8:30am - 9:30a. We cannot wait to see 
you there! 

https://mckitrickpta.com/memberhub
https://mckitrickpta.com/memberhub
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/Page/7346
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/Page/7346
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JJpTNB1NsOCcB1ZH9mnNYxNduIUeYuwg/view
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Hello and welcome to the 2022-2023 
school year! My name is Clint Swigart 
and I am the  Team Captain for our 
McKitrick Elementary All Pro Dad chapter. 
All Pro Dad is a group of  fathers dedicat-
ed to strengthening their relationship 
with their children. We do this by  having 
a monthly breakfast with our kids and 

other families. We also have several  events throughout the school year. Our break-
fasts are typically held on the 3rd Friday of  every month from 7-7:30AM. The break-
fasts will take place at the McKitrick cafeteria or via  a Zoom meeting. During this 
time, Dads and kids connect through fun activities and  interactive discussions. Be on 
the lookout for announcements regarding our first scheduled  meeting on August 
19th.   

If you are interested in joining the Mckitrick chapter of All Pro Dad, reach out 
to me  at allprodads@mckitrickpta.com.  

You can also receive guidance and practical tips about communicating with and rais-
ing your  kids and locate regional activities: www.allprodad.com.  

Let’s join together to help make 2022-2023 a great school year!  
-Clint 

McKitrick Cares 
We are so excited to start a brand new school year! McKitrick Cares is looking to con-
tinue to help students and families in our community. This year we hope to support 
McKitrick and other Hillsborough County students through events like the school sup-
ply drive, coat drive and toy drive.  

Through your generous donations last year, we pro-
vided jackets so students kept warm during the cold-
er months, frozen turkeys for Thanksgiving, toys to 
spread holiday cheer, and year-round support to 
McKitrick students. We plan to partner with McKitrick 
Serves to give back to our community in the form of 
service projects this school year. Be on the lookout 
for more information on ways you can help.  

Our first event is the School Supply Drive to get stu-
dents ready for a new groovy school year. If you are 
able to grab a few extra supplies, please bring them 
to McKitrick’s Open House on August 8th & 9th from 
8:30am - 10:30am. Donation boxes will remain out-
side the front office August 10th-12th. You can find 
McKitrick’s supply list at updated2223supplylist.pdf 
(hillsboroughschools.org). 

Thank you for supporting students!  

https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/cms/lib/FL50000635/Centricity/ModuleInstance/5099/updated2223supplylist.pdf
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/cms/lib/FL50000635/Centricity/ModuleInstance/5099/updated2223supplylist.pdf
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After being out all summer, it can feel like a chore to come up with a variety of 
lunch ideas for your child that are nutritious. Here are some easy quick healthy 
lunch ideas to help you get school started on the right foot.  

10 Quick and Balanced Lunch Ideas 

 Yogurt Parfait (granola, berries, and a small amount of chocolate chips), cu-
cumber, protein bar (kid friendly ideas: Lara bar, z-bar, whole grain fig bar, 
whole grain fruit bar) 

 Nut butter sandwich with jelly, fruit, potato chips, carrots with ranch dressing, 
cheese stick  

 Turkey roll up, string cheese, fruit, vegetable, crackers (homemade luncha-
ble) 

 Black bean or meat burrito with cheese, tomatoes, chips, fruit 
 Grilled chicken, snap peas, fruit, pretzels 
 Pasta with meatballs, bell pepper, fruit 

 Bagel with cream cheese, fruit, protein bar, cucumber 
 Turkey sandwich with cheese on whole wheat bread, Pirates Booty or pop-

corn, fruit, vegetable 

 Pita, hummus, carrots and tomatoes, hard-boiled egg 
 Pizza bagel, baked snap peas, berries, carrots and ranch dressing 

 
Of course, leftovers are always an option too!  

 

Have your child help make lunch to get them involved in learning about well-
balanced meals and making good decisions. Aim to provide a protein, carb, vegeta-
ble, and fruit. Try to prep for the week to decrease stress. Adding a little something 
sweet to your child’s lunch as a surprise is always fun.  

Help set your child up for success at lunch time by working with 
them at home on opening their lunch box and any snack bags by 

themselves. 
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President: Lindsay Jimison  

Vice President: Jessica Campbell  

Treasurer: Erin Circelli  

Recording Secretary: Tanya Kayani  

Parent Outreach: Yasamine Vieland  

Fundraising: Megan Wilson  

Special Events: Lindsay Whitney & Kelly Lynn 
Shultz 

Student/School Support: Brandi Kenny  

Programs: Jessica Diefenderfer 

 Communications: Lauren Constantine  

Parents Club: Chryssa Samhoury  

All Pro Dads: Clint Swigart  

Homeroom Parents: Brittany Harake 

 Volunteer Coordinator: Viviana Lit  

Memberships: Yasamine Viehland 

 Spirit Wear: Jennifer Ptack  

Boosterthon: Darbie Wilder, Gina Willemin, 
Consuelo Benassi & Erin Circelli  

Bobcat Bash: Darbie Wilder, Gina Willemin, 
Barrie Vause, Lacey Ranucci  

Holiday Shop: Jessica Diefenderfer & Lisa 
Peluso  

Business Partners: Emily Draper 

Family Dine Outs: Kristin Swenson & Melissa 
Chevalier  

 Open House: Tanya Kayani  

Fifth Grade Activities: Jessica Diefenderfer  

McKitrick Cares: Heather Foster & Katie Metz 

School-Wide Hospitality/Decorating: Cheryl 
Rodriguez & Jessica Williams 

Sweetheart Event: Lisa Peluso, Tanya Kayani & 
Jessica Diefenderfer  

Sons & Stars Event: Evan Walker &Adam Grier 

Family Nights: Amy Sweeney, Donna Ticker, 
Lacey Ranucci, & Barrie Vause 

Teacher Appreciation: Lauren Borio, Jennifer 
Ptack, Cassandra Johnson, Viviana Lit, Melissa 

Weitzenfeld  

Health & Safety: Jessica Greene & Katalin Vinci
-Sierra  

McKitrick Serves: Katie Stahl, Heather Foster & 
Michelle Dacanay 

Reflections: Katie Stahl, Michelle Dacanay & 
Meredith Renuart  

Junior Achievement: Rick Coleman & Loren 
Mednick 

Tutoring: Paula Hamadani  

IT- Website: Steve Attard  

Memberhub: Holly Montgomery & Steve Clark 

Yearbook: Robert Hudson  & Cassandra 
Johnson 

Social Media: Chryssa Samhoury 

 Newsletter: Cristine Whitman  

Front Marquee: Erin Circelli  

Concessions: Louise Johnstone & Iris Sims  

Family Nights: Amy Sweeney, Melissa Chevalier 
& Punit Shah  

Family Dine Outs: Kristin Swenson & Melissa 
Chevalier  

Newcomers/Kindergarten Round Up: Chryssa 
Samhoury & Farheen Aldeen  

2022-2023 


