BIG PINE PAIUTE TRIBE OF THE OWENS VALLEY

Big Pine Indian Reservation

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS
OF THE BIG PINE PAIUTE TRIBE OF THE OWENS VALLEY
INYO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

NOVEMBER 13, 1998

PREAMBLE

We the members of the Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens
Valley Indians of California, hereinafter referred to as the Tribe, in
order to establish a formal Tribal drganizaﬁon and to prbmote the
- welfare of ourselves and our descendants, do hereby ordain and
establish this Constitution and Bylaws.

The Tribal Land Assignment Ordinance No. 08, adopted
October 06, 1998 shall be implemented on November 13, 1998 and
shall supercede the April 5, 1962 Land Assignment Ordinance. All
prior assignments granted under the 1962 Land Ordinance shall
remain in effect.

- This Constitution and Bylaws shall in no way affect or
disturb, and in fact shall be independent and, in event of any
conflict, shall be subordinate to the Land Exchange Agreement of
May 18, 1938, between the Department of Water and Power, City
of Los Angeles, California, and the City of Los Angeles,
California, and the U. S. of America, providing for exchange of

land and transfer of places of use of Indian water rights.



LAND DESCRIPTTON

The east half (E1/2) of the scithwest quarter (SW1/4) and
eist half (E1/2) of the west half W1l/Z) of the southwest quarter
(3W1/L) of section seventeen (17) Township nine (9) séuth, Range
34 east, M.D.B. & M. Accepting trerefrom the following parcel
of land, the same being a portion J>f the east side of that parcel
:commonly known as the Big Pine Union High School lot, said portion
being bounded and described as follows, to wit:

Commencing at a point 777 feet’north and 740 feet east of
the southwest corner of said Section 17; thence north 500 feet
along the western boundary of a sixty foot street; thence west
80 feet, more or less, along the southern boundary of a sixty foot
street to the west line of the east half (E1/2) of the west hali:
(W1/2) of the southwest quarter (SW1/4) of said Section 17; thence
east 80 feet, more or less, along the northern boundary of a sixty-
foot street to the place of beginning, containing 0.92 acres, more

or less.

The northeast quarter (NE1/4) of the northeast quarter
(NE1/U4) of Section 19, Township Nine (9) south, Range thirty-four

(34) east, M.D.B. & M.

The east half (E1/2) of the northwest quarter (NW1/4), and
the northwest quarter (NW1/U4) of the Northwest gquarter (NW1/b) of
Section 20, Township Nine (9) south, Range thirty-four (34) east.

¥.D.B. & M., c¢ontaining 279.08 acres.
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ARTICLE I - NANME

The name of this organizatlon is the Big Pine Band of the

O~xens Valley Paiute-Shoshone Indian-=.
ARTICLE I7J - ARZA

The jurisdiction of the Big Pine B3and shall be as follows:
All lands now within the Big Pine Reservation, Inyo County,
California, as described by the deed dated June 26, 1939, made
pursuant to the Act of April 20, 1937 (50 Stat. 70), a proportionate
share of the water rights appurtenant’to the lands patented to the
City of Los Angeles, July 9, 1941, which patent excepted and
reserved to the United States any and all water rights, which shall
»we transferred along with d\porportionate share of the water salvaged
and conserved when sald water rights was transferred and became
appurtenant to the lands hereafter described in accordance with
che Land Exchange Agreement of May 18, 1938, and to such other
lands and properties as may hereafter be gcquired or added
hereto. The Act of April 20, 1937 (50 Stat. 70), provides
that the Secretary of the Interior shall hold the lands acgqguired
sursuant to this Act, in trust, for the Indian Band concerned.
The Lands described below and water rights which were transferred
to and became appurtenant to these lands in accordance with the
Land Exchange Agreement of May 18, 1938, but accepting therefrom
any and all water rights 1n any way pertaining thereto which were
reserved by the City of Los Angeles in the Land Exchange Agreement
of liay 18, 1938, are held in trust for the Big Pine Band of Owens

Valley Paiute-Shoshone Indians.
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ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

Sectiog;i _ m™hye membership of the band shall ~onsist of those
living pe.son: in the following categories:
(a) Per:ons who hold standard assignmen’s on the Big Pine
Res :rvation as of the effective date of *his Cconstitution
and Bylaws (hereafter assignees).
(b) Persons who are one—fourth (1/4) degree Big Pine

~ Paiute/Shoshone Indian. ) _ i
(@ Lo i feaappr Huriles ~ Gty W/ TET

Scetion 2 - Persons who meet the requirements of Section 1 '(a)

or 1 (b) of this article, but have received a Public Domain

s —

Allotment or an allotment on another reservation, or are officially
enrolled with or are recognized members of some othef tribe or
band Sﬁall not be eligible for membership with the Blg Pine Band.

A "recognized member of another tribe oOr band" is a person Wwho

has received a land-use assignmént or has otherwise received
benefits on another reservation or rancheria, except through in-

heritance.

Scction 3 - Admission to membefship through adoption shall be
governed 1n accordance with an ordinance enacted by the General
Council, such ordinance to become effective upon approval by the

General Council.

§gction_ﬂ _ The official membership roll shall be prepared 1in
accordance with an ordinance adopted by the General Council-
Such ordinance shall contailn provisions for enrollﬁent procedures |

cnrollment committers, application forms, approval or disapproval

ol aopplications, rejection notices, appcals, corrections, and pro-



visions for keeping the roll on a current basis.

ARTICLE IV - GOVERNING BODY

Section t - The governing body of the Bard shill be the Tribal

rouncil which shall be composed of five (5) qualified voters duly

ele>ted By the General Council which 1s composed of all the quali-

fied voters of the Band.

~Section 2 - All enrolled members of the Big Pine Band who are
eighteen (18) years of age or older and who have maintained
thirty (30) days residence on  the Big Pine Reservation prior.to

an election are qualified voters.

Section 3 - The Geéneral Council shall, by secret ballot, elect
a Tribal Council consisting of a Chalrperson, Vice-Chairperson,

a Secretary, Treasurer and one Member-At-Large.

Section 4 - The General Council or the Tribal Council may appoint

or elect such other committees as are cdeemed necessary.
ARTICLE V - ELECTIONS

Section 1 - All-elections shall be conducted in accordance with

an 1erlon ordinance adopted by the General Council.

64%;%2;g0 ol sy ;;Z 5, /T TH
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iéction_g - Any f the General Council, twenty-one (21)

vears of age or older, if duly nominated and elected, has the right

to hold offlce;ﬁ\Nomlnatlons for the Tribal Council shall be made

/~  from the floor at a General Council meetlng Any member of the
(/'Z(/C’()/”K—//

& Band has the right to declare hls/her}lntent to run for office
Jd and shall be included on the ballot.
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Secﬁjon 3 - The lirst election of officers shall be held on the
—’_____’___,_—___——-—/—-

SRR ey

first (1st) Tuesday in June following approval of this organizatliona
document. At tl.~s election the Vice—Chairpefson and {re Secretal
shall be electec ror the périod of one (1) year and itue otner three
(3) members of L€ Tribal Council shall be elected fc two (2)l
years, or until a successor is elected and installed. Elez-tions
shall be held each year on the first (1lst) Tuesday in June. Follow-
ing approval of " this organizational document, the individuals now

holding office shall serve as the Tribal Council under this Consti—

tution until the first regular election is held as prov1ded hereln.

\;;5(5/277,2 ;’7 /ﬁ/&fx\_‘) ﬁ‘/“?’ ;’M\»KV 3() /?‘7 /7[ /b? =

Section U - The candidate receiving the highest number of voted
for the respective offices shall be declared elected. In case

an election results in a tie vote, the Chairperson shall order a
new election for the office or offices in guestion, which-shall
be held within thirty (30) days. The same candidates shall be

voted upon in the second election.

Séééion 5 - £11 elections of officers shall be conducted by an
Election Commltte , composed of four (4) General Council members,
appointed by the Tribal Council. Nominee(s) for the Tribal Coun-
cil shall not be appointed to the Election Committee. Voting
will be by secret ballot, with the name of each candidate and

the office he/she seeks shoun thereon. Absentee ballots shall be
furnished upon reguest to oualified voters wno will be unable to
sttend the regular annual election meeting, Or the subseguent
election meeting following a tie vote cast at the annual electiorn
fbsentee ballots must be requested 10 days prior to the election

>nd must be returned by the day of the election so that they can
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be included in the tally of ballots cast at the election meeting.-

A\RTICLE VI - VACANCIES AND REMOVAL

Section 1 — if zn officer shall die, resign or be convicted

of a felony in ary County, State or Federal Court. the office shall
be automatiially vacated. Any office which 1s va-ated shall be
filled within thirty (30) days of the date it beccmes vacant by

a special election at a General Council meeting called for this
purpose by the Tribal Council, unless such vacancy occurs within
sixty (60) days of the reguiar annual election. The office-shall

then remain vacant until such election.

Section 2 - Not more than ten (10) days after receipt of a petl-
tion requesting the removal from office of an elected official,
which petition shall set forth the specific reasons for which re-
moval is sought and shall be signed by not less than fifty-one
percent (51%) of the voters, the Tribal Council shall call a
General Council meeting to hear the charges against the official.

It shall at the same time notify the accused in writing of the

charges against him and of the date, hour and place of the General

Ccuncil meeting, at which time he may appear and answer those
charges. After the accused has had an opportunity to be heard

by the General Council, a secret ballot shall be taken on the
gquestion of removal. The decision of a majority of those present
and voting shall govern, providing at least fifty-one percent (51%)
of those eligible to vote shall vote. If the vote 1s to remove

the official, his officez shall be automatically vacated and the
General Council shall proceed to nominate candidates and eleét

Fl

a replacement official who shall serve the unexpired term of
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office. Such General Council neestings chall be held within thirty

(30) days of the date that a wvalld petition {for removal action

~

is filed with the Tribal “runcil.

Section 3 - No absentee pallcts shall be cast in either of the

electionSprovided for in this arlicle.
ARTICLE VII - POWERS OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL

Section 1 — The Tribal Council shall have the power and respon-

sibilities hereinafter provided, subject to any limitation imposed
upon such powers by the,statutes or the Constitution of the United

tates.

A Tb negotiate with Federal, State and Local govern-
ments on any matters pertaining to the welfare of the

Big Pine Band of Indians.

B. To employ legal counsel of its choice and to fix

Tees for such counsel.

C. To manage, lease or otherwise operate all unassigned
trivpal lands, houses constructed under the Trust Agree-
ments,’funds accrued from operation and maintenance of
improvements under the Trust Agreements, community enter-
prises, economic affairs of the Big Pine Indians in
conformity with applicable laws, including but not

limited to the establishment of housing or rental authori-
ties, loan programs, and approval of planning, program-
ming and develiopment projects for all tribal lands and
assets, and submitting applications for Federal and

State grants and assistance and loans.
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D. To exerclse such [unctlions as may be necessary to
protect and promote the interest of the Blg Pine Indian
Bard, including the establishment of rules of proecedure

for the conduct of its affairs, including but not limited

t¢: ordinances and resolutions or enactments concerning land,

ug ilities, elections, non—membgrs, licencing of businesses taxation

of" the Tribe requiring regulation or legislatiorn.

E. To borrow money from an Indian Credit Fund, or
from any other Fedgral or State Agency or other reputable
lending agency, and to pledge or assign future trital

income as security for such loans.

F. To purchase in the Big Pine Paiute/Shoshone Indian
Band name, land or other property the Tribal Council

may deem beneficial to the members.

G. To appropriate and use community funds on deposit
in the local treasury, U.S. Treasury, or other depository

for the benefit of the community members.

H. To assess flees for payment of expenses or to finance

any projéct which is for the henefit of Band members.
I. To lease, rent or dispose of unassigned tribal property

J. To make assignments of land in accordance with a

land assignment and land use ordinance.

K. Luthority to create corporation and other subordinate

Lodies.

Ay rights and powers heretofore vested in the Big Pine Paiute/

- &
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“Joshone Indian Band, but not expressly referred to in this Con-
stitution shall not be abridged, bu- may be eXxercised by the

membérs of the General Council through the adoption of appropriat
laws, constitutional amendments, erdimnances, resolutions, or

her legislative enactments.

“ne Tribal Council may also exercife such future powers as may.
e delegated to -it by the Secretary of the Interior or by any

other authorized agencies of the Féaéral, Stateiaé'Local governments

or by the General Council.

ARTICLE VIII - MEETINGS

Section 1 - Regular meetings of the Tribal Council sﬁéll be held
on the first (lst) Wednesday of the month. Special meetings of
Hne Tribal Council may be called by the Chairperson and shall be
called by him upon receipt of a petition signed by at least three
(3) Council members, and when so called, the Tribal Council shall
have the power to transact business as in regular meetings.
WﬁﬁSers Wwill be notified at least three (3) days in. advance of

1 special tribal meetings.

Gection 2 - A quorum shall consist of any four (4) of the five
(5) Tribal Council members. No business snhall be transacted

unless a ouorum is present. ékéﬂﬂﬁjﬂngZ{ 3 - %?MJL@ f?@,/Q’XYﬁ
g_/)/ /?//&7/\7@/97/& //f;f_,é/7 )C) / /C]?/ [/LW/},Z(é «é'%

Septlon 3 - The General Council shall meet guarterly on dates

otr call of the Chairperscn or by a majority vote of the Tribal Co

- 7 M
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ARTICLE IX - BILL OF RIGHTS

Section.l - The protection zuaranteed to persons by Title II of
the éivil Rights Act of 1968 .32 ttat. 73), against actions of
a tribe in the exercise of it: povers of self-government shall
apply to the Big Pine Indian reseivation, its officers and all

persons within its Jurisdictions.
ARTICLE X - AMENDMENT

Section 1 - This Constitution and Bylaws may be amended by

thirty percent (30%) of the General Council at a meeting duly

called for that purpose, and such amendments shall be effective

upon approval by the General Council.

ARTICLE XI - REFERENDUM

Section 1 - Upon bresentation to the Big Pine Tribal Copncil of

a petition signed by thirty percent (30%) of the eligibl% voters,
the Tribal Council shall either: (1) Adopt the provisio;s of

the petition by ordinance, resolution, or other appropri;te action,
or (2) Provide that the issue presented by the petition be

votéd on within sixty (60) days, by secret ballot, at a regular

or special election. The Big Pine Tribal Council shall abide

by the vote of the majority of the voters at any such election,

provided at least fifty-one percent (51%) of those eligible to

vote have voted.

BYLAWS OF THE BIG PINE BAND

ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1 - On July 1 of each year, newly elected officers

/7
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Ghall assume their respective offices and duties,

Gection 2 - The Chairperson of the Tribal Ceuncil shall preside
at a]l meetings of the General Council and of the Tribal Council
and shall execute on behalf of fhe Band a1l contracts, leases
andother documents approved by the General Council or the Tribal
Counnil. He/she will have general supervision of all other
officers, employees and committees of the Band and see that their
duties are propérly performed. When neither the General Council
mor the Tribal Council is in session, he/she shall be the official

representative of the Band. ’

Gection 3 - The Vice-Chairperson shall assist the Chalirperson
when called upon to do so. In the absence of the Chairperson,

the/she shall preside and when so presiding shall have the rights,

orivileges, duties and responsibilities of the Chairperson.

cection 4 - The Sccretary shall keep the minutes of all meet-
ings and shall attest to the enactments of all resolutions and
prdinances. Copies of all minutes, resolutions and ordinances

chall be kept in tie Tribal Offlce at all times.

g2ction 5 - ThelTreasurer shall carry out the financial directives
of the General Cou:.cil, receive all local monies of ihe Reserva-
tion and keep an accurate account of the receipts and disburse-
ments. Funds shall be deposited in the Reservation account 1in

a local bank selected by the Tribal Council where depositors'

funds are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.
A1l disbursements shall be made by check in accordance with reso-
lutions of the Tribal Council and shall be co-signed by the Chair-

person or the Vice-Chairperson in the absence of the Chairperson.


Jesse Archer


Jesse Archer


Jesse Archer


Jesse Archer


Jesse Archer


Jesse Archer


Jesse Archer


Jesse Archer


Jesse Archer


Jesse Archer



Thé Lreasurer shall file a bond satislactory to the Tribal Counctl
Lpon request by the Tribal Council. Thi Tribal Council may
aurhorize payment of the annual bond rremium from the local
HeServétjon funds. The Treasurer shalT give written financial
report to the General Council at each meeting, and all financial
vecord; shall be available for inspect on by any member of the

Big Pine band, and such other persons =zs are authorized by the

Tribal Council,

ARTICLE II - ADOPTION

Section 1 - This Constitution and Bylaws shall be effective

when adop«ed by a majority vote of the qualified voters of the

Bilg Pine Band

_——._——_—-__—._——__.__

We, the undersigned, duly elected officials of the Big Pine
ribal Council, do hereby certify that the foregoing Constitution

«nd Bylaws were adopted by the voters of the Big Pine Band at a

tuly called special election held on ﬁ&gg% ¢15 > 19 222 >

““y a vote aof 55& ' "for", ~ (&  M™against", and 0

""abstain"

-Q&_L.*&J\LVL\_Q&M\__% E?ec/‘ért{f@ﬁfé%v‘/ﬂ ///I/
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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS
AMENDMENTS

Oon the following dates, this Constitution and Bylaws was amend. .
and those amendments are incorporated into this document.
Sl D
1985, Article VIII MEETINGS Section 2

June 4,
Tribal Council quorum changed to three (3).
30 FOR, 19 AGAINST AND 0 ABSTAINING.

Amendment #1:
VOTE:

/7 )
Amendment #2: July 11, 1989, Article “T& - MEMBERSHIP Section 1
addition of one category for Lineal descendants.
29 AGAINST AND 0 ABSTAINING.

VOTE : 45 FOR,

14



RESULTS

OF THE
SPECIAL ELECTION
OF

 JULY 30,1994



vutew UN:  JULY SU, 1999 - SFELIAL ELELT LUR

‘

PROPOSED AMENDED COMSTITUTION
(ITEMS VOTED ON SEPARATELY)
NAME CHANGE : : VOTES CAST
[] Big Pine Paiute Tribe of fhe Owens Vélley 42
[] Big Pine Tribe of Owens Valley Paiutes 25

DISPLACED ENROLLED TRIBAL MEMBER:

If an enrolled member of the Tribe is forced to live off (within 7-8
miles) of the Big Pine reservation due to lack of housing on the
reservation, should they be allowed to vote?

(A time limit of one year would be set and if the member would need to

go beyond one year; then the Tribal Council would have to review this
on a case-by-case basis).

[] YES - 58

[] NO A _ 24

TRIBAL JUDICIARY:

The judicial authority of the tribe shall be vested in the Tribal
Council or General Council?

[] Tribal Council 20
[] General Council 60

TRIBAL COUNCIL: = &=

What should be the age to qualify as a candidate for an office of the
Tribal Council? ‘

[1] Age 21 (twenty one) 71

[] Age 18 (eighteen) 13

Maintained residence om Tthe B1g Pine reservation for thirty (30) days
Or one (1) year before an election is held?

(] Thirty Days (30) 50

[] One Year (1) ) 35



In order to be a candidate for the Tribal Council, you have not been
convicted of a felony in State or Federal court within five
(5) years or one (1) year immediately prior to the subject election.

[] One (1) year 40

[] Five (5) years : : 41
Should the Tribal Chairperson be able to vote at General Council
meetings?
Will not vote at Tribal Council meetings, only to break a tie.

[] YES | 56

(] NO 26 .
What should the Tribal Council term of office be?

[1] Two (2) years » , 66

[] Four (4) years 18

Should Tribal Council members have the right to remove another Tribal
Council member with good cause?

[1 YES 50
[] NO 30

If a Tribal Council member is removed should he/she have the right to
a hearing?

R S

[1] YES, a hearing . 81

{] NO hearing ’ _ 3
If a Tribal Council member is removed and 1s given a hearing, should the
hearing be before the whole General Council or a committee composed of
seven (7) General Council members.

[] Whole General Council , 60

[] Seven (7) Elected General Council Members 22
No more than one or two immediate family members may serve on the Tribal
Council at the same time. '
Immediate family member shall mean: Father, Mother, Brother, Sister,
Spouse or Child.

[] One (1) Immediate Family Member 68

[] Two (2) Immediate Family Members 13



What should the quorum of the Tribal Council be?

(]
[]

Three (3) Members
Four (4) Members

PROPOSED LAND ASSIGNMENT ORDINANCE

(VOTED_ ON SEPARATELY)

Eligible age to receive an assignment -

Lots - Should lots be adjacent or not adjacent (split lots)?

[1
L]

(]
[]

Eighteen (18)

Twenty One (21)

Adjacent

Not adjacent (split lots)

Prefer to keep family land within families.

Would you like the Prépdsed Dog Ordiance to be in effect?

(]
(]

(]
[]

Yes

No

Keep within family
Do not keep within family

PROPOSED DOG_ ORDINANCE
(VOTED ON SEPARATELY)

57

30

54

55

25

79

66
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