
258 The whole divine economy is the common work of the three divine 

persons. For as the Trinity has only one and the same nature, so too does 

it have only one and the same operation: "The Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit are not three principles of creation but one principle." 

However, each divine person performs the common work according to 

his unique personal property. Thus the Church confesses, following the 

New Testament, "one God and Father from whom all things are, and one 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom all things are, and one Holy Spirit in 

whom all things are". It is above all the divine missions of the Son's 

Incarnation and the gift of the Holy Spirit that show forth the properties 

of the divine persons. 

 

 

260 The ultimate end of the whole divine economy is the entry of God's 

creatures into the perfect unity of the Blessed Trinity.100 But even now 

we are called to be a dwelling for the Most Holy Trinity: "If a man loves 

me", says the Lord, "he will keep my word, and my Father will love 

him, and we will come to him, and make our home with him" 

 

  



 

687 "No one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 

God." Now God's Spirit, who reveals God, makes known to us Christ, 

his Word, his living Utterance, but the Spirit does not speak of 

himself. The Spirit who "has spoken through the prophets" makes us 

hear the Father's Word, but we do not hear the Spirit himself. We 

know him only in the movement by which he reveals the Word to us 

and disposes us to welcome him in faith. The Spirit of truth who 

"unveils" Christ to us "will not speak on his own." Such properly 

divine self-effacement explains why "the world cannot receive [him], 

because it neither sees him nor knows him," while those who believe 

in Christ know the Spirit because he dwells with them. 
 

 

702 From the beginning until "the fullness of time," the joint mission 

of the Father's Word and Spirit remains hidden, but it is at work. 

God's Spirit prepares for the time of the Messiah. Neither is fully 

revealed but both are already promised, to be watched for and 

welcomed at their manifestation. So, for this reason, when the Church 

reads the Old Testament, she searches there for what the Spirit, "who 

has spoken through the prophets," wants to tell us about Christ. 
 

 

  



 


