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The Letter of James 
 

1. Opening Address (1:1 - 2) 

 

2. Encouragement during trial (1:2 - 27) 

A. Patience in Trials and Temptations (1:2 - 15) 

B. Being Born in the Word (1:16 - 25) 

C. True Religion (1:26 - 27) 

 

3. Discussion of Themes (2:1 - 13) 

A. Partiality and the Law of Charity (2:1 - 3) 

B. Faith and Works (2:14 - 26) 

C. Taming the Tongue (3:1-12) 

D. Wisdom and Worldliness (3:13 - 4:17) 

E. The Coming of the Lord (5:1 - 12) 

F. Anointing and Prayer for the Sick (5:13 – 18) 

 

4. Conclusion (5:19 - 20) 
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James 2:13 -  LOVE FOR THE POOR 

2447 The works of mercy are charitable actions by which we come to the aid 

of our neighbor in his spiritual and bodily necessities.  Instructing, advising, 

consoling, comforting are spiritual works of mercy, as are forgiving and 

bearing wrongs patiently. The corporal works of mercy consist especially in 

feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the 

sick and imprisoned, and burying the dead.  Among all these, giving alms to 

the poor is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal charity: it is also a work of 

justice pleasing to God:  

He who has two coats, let him share with him who has none and he who has food must do 

likewise. (Lk 3:11) But give for alms those things which are within; and behold, 

everything is clean for you. (Lk 11:41) If a brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of daily 

food, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving 

them the things needed for the body, what does it profit? (Jas 2:15-16; cf. 1 Jn 3:17) 

James 2:14 -  Perseverance in faith 

162 Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to man. We can lose this 

priceless gift, as St. Paul indicated to St. Timothy: "Wage the good warfare, 

holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting conscience, certain persons 

have made shipwreck of their faith."  To live, grow and persevere in the faith 

until the end we must nourish it with the word of God; we must beg the Lord 

to increase our faith;  it must be "working through charity," abounding in 

hope, and rooted in the faith of the Church. 

 

James 2:14 - Faith 

1814 Faith is the theological virtue by which we believe in God and believe 

all that he has said and revealed to us, and that Holy Church proposes for 
our belief, because he is truth itself. By faith "man freely commits his entire 

self to God."  For this reason the believer seeks to know and do God's will. 

"The righteous shall live by faith." Living faith "work[s] through charity."  

1815 The gift of faith remains in one who has not sinned against it.  But 

"faith apart from works is dead":  when it is deprived of hope and love, faith 
does not fully unite the believer to Christ and does not make him a living 

member of his Body. 
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1816 The disciple of Christ must not only keep the faith and live on it, but 
also profess it, confidently bear witness to it, and spread it: "All however 

must be prepared to confess Christ before men and to follow him along the 
way of the Cross, amidst the persecutions which the Church never lacks." 

Service of and witness to the faith are necessary for salvation: "So every 
one who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will 

deny before my Father who is in heaven." 
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