The visible church is a symbol
of the Father's house ...

1186 Finally, the church has an eschatological
significance. To enter into the house of God, we must
cross a threshold, which symbolizes passing from the
world wounded by sin to the world of the new Life to
which all men are called. The visible church is a symbol
of the Father's house toward which the People of God is
journeying and where the Father "will wipe every tear
from their eyes." Also for this reason, the Church is the
house of all God's children, open and welcoming.



Gospel of John: Chapter 14
The Church is the Bride of Christ

796 The unity of Christ and the Church, head and members of one
Body, also implies the distinction of the two within a personal
relationship. This aspect is often expressed by the image of
bridegroom and bride. The theme of Christ as Bridegroom of the
Church was prepared for by the prophets and announced by John
the Baptist. The Lord referred to himself as the "bridegroom." The
Apostle speaks of the whole Church and of each of the faithful,
members of his Body, as a bride "betrothed" to Christ the Lord so
as to become but one spirit with him. The Church is the spotless
bride of the spotless Lamb. "Christ loved the Church and gave
himself up for her, that he might sanctify her." He has joined her
with himself in an everlasting covenant and never stops caring for
her as for his own body.



| am the way...

797 "What the soul is to the human body, the Holy Spirit
is to the Body of Christ, which is the Church." "To this
Spirit of Christ, as an invisible principle, is to be ascribed
the fact that all the parts of the body are joined one
with the other and with their exalted head; for the
whole Spirit of Christ is in the head, the whole Spirit is in
the body, and the whole Spirit is in each of the
members." The Holy Spirit makes the Church "the
temple of the living God":

(continue)



| am the way...

St. Irenaeus:

Indeed, it is to the Church herself that the "Gift of God"
has been entrusted. . .. Initis in her that communion
with Christ has been deposited, that is to say: the Holy
Spirit, the pledge of incorruptibility, the strengthening of
our faith and the ladder of our ascent to God. . . . For
where the Church is, there also is God's Spirit; where
God's Spirit is, there is the Church and every grace.



Abide

In the Bible, “abide” means to remain, stay, dwell, or
continue in a close, living relationship—especially with
God. It is not just about being present, but about
persevering in faith, love, and obedience.

In a deeper sense, to abide means:

* Living in union with Christ

* Allowing His grace to remain active within the soul

* Being faithful through prayer, Scripture, and the
sacraments

It reflects what Catholics often call remaining in a state
of grace—a continual “dwelling” with God.
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