
696 Fire. While water signifies birth and the fruitfulness 
of life given in the Holy Spirit, fire symbolizes the 
transforming energy of the Holy Spirit's actions. The 
prayer of the prophet Elijah, who "arose like fire" and 
whose "word burned like a torch," brought down fire 
from heaven on the sacrifice on Mount Carmel. This 
event was a "figure" of the fire of the Holy Spirit, who 
transforms what he touches. John the Baptist, who goes 
"before [the Lord] in the spirit and power of Elijah," 
proclaims Christ as the one who "will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire." Jesus will say of the Spirit: 
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Acts Chapter 2



"I came to cast fire upon the earth; and would that it 
were already kindled!" In the form of tongues "as of 
fire," the Holy Spirit rests on the disciples on the 
morning of Pentecost and fills them with himself. The 
spiritual tradition has retained this symbolism of fire as 
one of the most expressive images of the Holy Spirit's 
actions. "Do not quench the Spirit."
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Circumcise the Heart:

• Deuteronomy 10:Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, 

and be no longer stubborn.” 

• Deuteronomy 30:6 - “And the Lord your God will circumcise your 
heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you 
may live.”

• Jeremiah 4:4 - “Circumcise yourselves to the Lord; remove the 
foreskin of your hearts, O men of Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem...”

• Romans 2:28–29 - “For he is not a real Jew who is one outwardly, 
nor is true circumcision something external and physical. He is a 
Jew who is one inwardly, and real circumcision is a matter of the 
heart, spiritual and not literal...”

• Colossians 2:11–12 - “In him also you were circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands... having been buried with him 
in baptism...”

Acts Chapter 2:37


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

