John 18:11

607 The desire to embrace his Father's plan of
redeeming love inspired Jesus' whole life, for his
redemptive passion was the very reason for his
Incarnation. And so he asked, "And what shall | say?
'Father, save me from this hour'? No, for this purpose |
have come to this hour." And again, "Shall | not drink the
cup which the Father has given me?" From the cross,
just before "It is finished", he said, "l thirst."



John 18:31

596 The religious authorities in Jerusalem were not
unanimous about what stance to take towards Jesus. The
Pharisees threatened to excommunicate his followers. To
those who feared that "everyone will believe in him, and the
Romans will come and destroy both our holy place and our
nation", the high priest Caiaphas replied by prophesying: "It
is expedient for you that one man should die for the people,
and that the whole nation should not perish." The
Sanhedrin, having declared Jesus deserving of death as a
blasphemer but having lost the right to put anyone to death,
hands him over to the Romans, accusing him of political
revolt, a charge that puts him in the same category as
Barabbas who had been accused of sedition. The chief
priests also threatened Pilate politically so that he would
condemn Jesus to death.



John 19:6

600 To God, all moments of time are present in their
immediacy. When therefore he establishes his eternal
plan of "predestination”, he includes in it each person's
free response to his grace: "In this city, in fact, both
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, to do whatever your
hand and your plan had predestined to take place."” For
the sake of accomplishing his plan of salvation, God
permitted the acts that flowed from their blindness.



John 19:20

440 Jesus accepted Peter's profession of faith, which
acknowledged him to be the Messiah, by announcing the
imminent Passion of the Son of Man. He unveiled the
authentic content of his messianic kingship both in the
transcendent identity of the Son of Man "who came down
from heaven", and in his redemptive mission as the suffering
Servant: "The Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Hence the
true meaning of his kingship is revealed only when he is
raised high on the cross. Only after his Resurrection will
Peter be able to proclaim Jesus' messianic kingship to the
People of God: "Let all the house of Israel therefore know
assuredly that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this
Jesus whom you crucified."



Broadcast Notes for John Chapters 18-19

John 19:36

608 After agreeing to baptize him along with the sinners,
John the Baptist looked at Jesus and pointed him out as
the "Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world".
By doing so, he reveals that Jesus is at the same time the
suffering Servant who silently allows himself to be led to
the slaughter and who bears the sin of the multitudes,
and also the Paschal Lamb, the symbol of Israel's
redemption at the first Passover. Christ's whole life
expresses his mission: "to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many."
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