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Riverside Ramblers
plant trees

Some members of the Riverside Ramblers 4-H Club planted
trees Oct. 23 along the bike trail in Riverside working to give
back to the community and learn about proper care of trees.
Members included: Tate Stumpf, Hunter Seibel, Lilly Eldridge,
Caleb Vasquez, Corbin Vasquez, Parker Shalla and Emma
Cole. The Riverside Ramblers 4-H Club is led by volunteers
Jayna Shalla and Jim Schneider. (Photo submitted)

members considered
starting the position
Nov. 8, but hesitated
based on a disclosure
that Candidate G had
a prior obligation from
Nov. 18-28. While board
members said they
knew what that obliga-
tion was, they did not
disclose it.

“I don’t think it’s a
good idea to start and
stop and start,” Board
Member Jack Seward
Jr. said. “You’ve got a
point, for the first couple
weeks, you’re going to
learn your passwords,
how to get around the of-
fice, things like that, but
then you’re going to be
gone for 10 days, you’re
going to lose part of that
… Imean, she can still do
that, even if she doesn’t
start until the 29th.”

The finalists’ list of
references was another
point of contention.
County officials said
they had heard back
from only one of Can-
didate G’s three profes-
sional references, and
had not requested any
personal references.

“In my experience,
and I have done thou-
sands (of) background
checks for hiring in my
career, you get not only
professional and busi-
ness but you also get

personal references,”
Seward said. “I would
say we ask her to pro-
vide … three personal
reference checks, people
that are not related to
her but have known her
for a number of years.”

Lastly, health officials
deliberated the posi-
tion’s starting salary at
length.

“When the person has
a responsibility to the
whole department, I feel
that person should be
paid more than whoever
your highest paid em-
ployee is,” Chairperson
Cathy Buffington said.
“Based on the respon-
sibility, not necessarily
years of service. That’s
just my opinion.”

Interim Director
Chris Estle proposed the
gradual ramp up to that
pay level.

“I think the board
is going to have to set,
‘This is what you’re go-
ing to get at 30 days, this
is what you’re going to
get at 60 days, this is
what you’re going to get
at 90 days,’” she said.
“It’s going to have to be a
step each time, because
there’s so much stuff and
information, she’s going
to have to step up and
it’s going to be a huge
learning curve for any-
one in this position.”
Comments: Kalen.McCain@
southeastiowaunion.com
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WMU Junior High
band members take
part in BandFest

Five Winfield-Mt. Union Junior High band members par-
ticipated in the Central College Seventh- and Eighth-Grade
BandFest event in Pella on Thursday, Oct. 21. Students
were accepted based on director recommendations, and
students from across Iowa participated. Representing Win-
field Mt. Union were (from left) Beatrice Anderson, baritone
saxophone; Gavin Prior, alto saxophone; August Gieselman,
trombone; Ella Kann, percussion; and Brynn Pogmore, trom-
bone. WMU Band students are under the direction of Lindsey
Pogmore. (Photo submitted)

think I’ve made inroads
down there,” Kinney
said. “But I live up here
on the Iowa-Johnson
County line and I have a
farm in Iowa County so I
know a lot of the people
up here. Whether that’s
good or bad, I don’t
know but … I’m satisfied
with it.”

Washington is also set
to break off from Keokuk
in its state representa-
tive district, instead
sharing voters with
a portion of Johnson
County south of Iowa
City, which includes
Hills and Lone Tree.

The change would not
directly alter the posi-
tion of Rep. Jarad Klein,
though it does place the
incumbent, who lives
just east of the Keokuk
County line in Keota,
further frommany of his
constituents than he is
now.

JEFFERSON COUNTY’S
DISTRICTS REACH NORTH

Jefferson County is
poised for a substantial
change in neighboring
district members.

The county’s current
senate district, District
87, contains all of Davis
and Van Buren counties
and excludes roughly a
third of Wapello and Jef-
ferson counties, includ-
ing the eastern reaches
of Fairfield.

The proposed new
district would instead
include all of Jefferson
and Van Buren counties
and some of neighboring
Henry, as well as wind-
ing up to add the entire-
ty of Keokuk County and
most of Mahaska County
to the north.

The change would
effectively pit current
district 40 Sen. Ken
Rozenboom of Oska-
loosa against Jefferson
County’s own Sen.
Adrian Dickey of Pack-
wood. Both senators are
Republicans, and neither
immediately responded
to a request for com-
ments.

A similar change
would take place in
Jefferson County’s
House representation.
Its current district is
shared with Davis and
Van Buren counties,
although some of
Jefferson’s eastern
side falls within Henry
County’s District 84.
Under the new map, the
north part of the county
would be pulled into
district 48 with Keokuk
and Mahaska counties,
while the rest would
share a district with Van
Buren and part of Henry
County.

The change would put
Maharishi Vedic City,
Mount Pleasant, and
most of Fairfield in the
same district, an unusu-

ally high density for the
state’s relatively few ur-
ban centers.

The move would not
directly remove State
Rep. Jeff Shipley, who
lives in Birmingham,
from his district, but it
would pit him against
fellow Republican Rep.
Joe Mitchell, who lives
in Mt. Pleasant.

HENRY COUNTY
SET TO SWAP OUT
EVERY LEGISLATOR

Henry County ap-
pears to be the most
heavily shuffled under
the newly drawn maps.

In the state Senate,
the county would go
from occupying one
district to being split
between two, neither
of which would contain
current State Sen. Jeff
Reichmann, who lives in
Lee County. Reichmann

did not respond to a re-
quest for comments.

Instead, the town-
ships containing Rome,
Westwood, Mt. Pleasant,
Salem and Hillsboro
would share a senator
with Jefferson, Van Bu-
ren, Keokuk and much
of Mahaska County.
The region contains
two incumbents, both
Republicans: Sen. Ken
Rozenboom of Oskaloosa
and Sen. Adrian Dickey
of Packwood.

The rest of Henry
County would share a
state senate seat with
the sizable District 48,
grouped with much of
Des Moines County and
running as far northeast
as the city of Wilton in
Muscatine County. The
only incumbent in the
area would be Sen. Mark
S. Lofgren, a Republican
fromMuscatine.

In the House District,

things don’t look any
less complicated, but
they are similar.

Rep. Joe Mitchell,
of Mt. Pleasant, would
be shunted to a district
shared with Maharishi
Vedic City and most
of Fairfield, much like
his counterpart in the
senate.

The rest of Henry
County, including Way-
land, Olds, Winfield and
New London would find
itself in a large district
with Louisa County and
much of Des Moines and
Muscatine Counties,
including the cities of
Columbus Junction, Me-
diapolis, Grandview, and
Atalissa. The current
incumbent of the area is
Rep. David Kerr, a Re-
publican fromMorning
Sun in Louisa County.

Comments: Kalen.McCain@
southeastiowaunion.com

Redistricting
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Southeast Iowa’s current legislative districts. Grey lines are county lines, blue lines and numbers
represent state House of Representatives districts, and colored areas with bolded numbers repre-
sent state Senate districts.

Southeast Iowa’s proposed legislative districts under second draft of maps, which the state senate
will vote on later this week. Grey lines are county lines, blue lines and numbers represent state House
of Representatives districts, and colored areas with bolded numbers represent state Senate districts.

282.91 Surveyed Acres • Jefferson County, Iowa

For more information on property details, please contact:

www.FarmersNational.com

John Yeomans, Agent • Iowa City, Iowa
Phone: (319) 338-4471 or (319) 325-3080

JYeomans@FarmersNational.com • www.FarmersNational.com/JohnYeomans

Thursday, November 18, 2021Thursday, November 18, 2021

A-11306A-11306

ONLINE AUCTIONONLINE AUCTION

-- Offered in Three Individual Tracts --
-- Income generating cropland, hunting/recreation, and building sites --

-- Continuous family ownership since the 1830s -
Don’t miss your once-in-a-lifetime chance on this one!

Online bidding starts Wednesday, November 17, 2021, at 12:01 AM.
Bidding closes Thursday, November 18, at 5:00 PM.
To Register and Bid visit: www.FNCBid.com
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