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APRIL 3, 2023 @ 12:00 PM

Join Louisiana Veterans for Medicinal Cannabis (LVMC) and LAMMJ in advocating
for patient’s HOMEGROW rights. The second annual event will feature special
guest speakers, including a physician, a farmer, a firefighter, and a California
Medical Cannabis dispensary owner along with first-hand testimonials from
veterans, patients, and families who have lost loved ones to The Opioid Crisis.

HOMEGROW provides a quick and cost-free solution to the state’s problem of
ensuring equal access, availability, and affordability for patients throughout the
state. Additionally, HOMEGROW can revitalizing the many vacant acres of Black
farmlands while injecting a cash boom into the struggling Louisiana economy.

It’s a win win for everyone. This is the second year for the Veterans’ Rally which
focuses on highlighting plant medicine’s positive impact on veterans’ and patients’
lives, careers, and families.

VETERANS RALLY FOR HOMEGROW
April 10, 2023

9:00 AM @ VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK
(Formerly Arsenal Park)

BATON ROUGE — Plagued with shortages, medication rationing, and prices three-
times higher than other states, patients enrolled in Louisiana’s Medical Marijuana
(MMJ) program are begging legislators to offer the option of home cultivation, known
as “HOMEGROW.”

“Patients are suffering. It has created an equal access problem, that at this point
only HOMEGROW can fix,” says Tony Landry, a Navy Veteran who founded both the
Rally and the advocacy group Louisiana Veterans for Medical Cannabis (LVYMC).

“People should not be hurting because they cannot afford something priced at
a 300% markup,” added Landry. “We have the capacity here to help people, but
instead, a handful of people are controlling who gets pain relief and who gets
to hurt—and, that is just wrong,” said Landry.

“Let me put it to people bluntly: Patients are not here to pay-off legislators
condos in the Caribbean,” said Angela Owings Broussard, medical marijuana
patient and advocate. “We begged our legislators last session to help us, to
expand the market. All they did was dig in deeper. Patients can handle this
better ourselves with HOMEGROW and caregivers,” said Broussard, who



founded the advocacy group LAMMJ to combat the stigma many patients face
for choosing to medicate with marijuana.

Patients in many other medical states have HOMEGROW; states like Missouri,
Vermont, Maine, Alaska allow patients to grow sometimes up to 12 plants. For
patients who cannot garden, community “caregivers” can grow for patients,
even specializing strains to meet the needs of specific medical conditions.

Most states have hundreds of growers and thousands of dispensaries. “Louisiana
has the least amount and the highest prices...and that is no coincidence,” says
Army National Guard veteran Etienne Fontan, who also co-owns Berkeley
Patients Group, the longest continually operating medical cannabis dispensary
in the United States, located in California.

“The quality is not medicinal; patients should have choices. This is not a free
market,” added Fontan who’s advocacy background began in his childhood,
advocating alongside his family, fighting for students who are Blind to attain
free educational transportation in Louisiana.

As a founding board member, Fontan served on the National Cannabis Industry
Association’s (NCIA) Board of Directors from 2010 to 2020, including serving as
Board Chair from 2012 to 2013. Fontan founded the Veterans Action Council and
sits on the advisory board for Battle Brothers Foundation.

Patients are not the only people missing out, according to John Ford, a
Louisiana Hemp farmer and, more recently Cannabis Entrepreneur. “Mississippi
already has made more money just in the licensing process, than Louisiana did
in four (4) years.

“Louisiana’s struggling economy is missing out on millions of dollars. Louisiana
Black farmers have thousands of acres of vacant farmland that could grow
medicine and small business opportunities not just for Black farmers but other
communities as well,” added Ford.

According to the Mississippi Medical Cannabis Program, the state just opened in
February of 2023. There are currently 313 Dispensaries and Cultivation/Testing
Facilities (https://www.mmcp.ms.gov/search_business).

Louisiana has been operational since 2018; selling marijuana since 2019. We
have two (2) cultivators and (9) dispensaries. The state has yet to report how
much money has been made off the mainly cash sales of marijuana.


https://www.mmcp.ms.gov/search_business

Ford was not alone. Many Louisiana entrepreneurs had to leave the State of
Louisiana just to open a business. Within six months, Mississippi welcomed
them and they are now operational in the Mississippi Medical Cannabis market.
—and, it didn’t require a bribe to do it.

Jeff Schmidtke and a group of Louisiana and Mississippi investors formed Noble
Labs and Dispensary, headquartered in Tylertown, Mississippi. The group
lobbied in Louisiana for years, fighting to get a license that never was issued.

“The opportunity in Mississippi brings forth mixed emotions. On the one hand,
we are very excited to put our infrastructure into action. On the other hand,
it's a bit disappointing Louisiana could not provide this same opportunity,” said
Schmidtke.

Including a hub for cannabis education and development to expand the industry
state-wide, “Mississippi is poised to do great things, for a great many people—
patients and industry.”

“Patients see what is going on in Mississippi and they are starting to realize that
we are like ‘Sitting Ducks’ with this kind of a set-up, it’s corrupt and it’s un-
American” added Landry.

Dr. James Moises said that Louisiana’s patients who are the most ill are the
ones who lose in this type of a scenario, citing high costs, product shortages/
inconsistency, and low-potency/low-terpene THC flower.

Treating patients as young as five to 95, some of Dr. Moises’s patients really
struggle if their tincture is unavailable. “Seizures return. Pain gets bad if you
miss a dose—just like any other medicine. People are suffering, unnecessarily,’
added Dr. Moises of the Medical & Marijuana Clinic located in the New Orleans
area, adding, “This is not a recreational, once-a-week kind of thing. | treat
marijuana just like a medicine because it is a medicine.”

’

Researchers discover new applications for marijuana’s medicinal potential as
more states and countries enact medical cannabis programs for patients or
recreational programs for party goers.

“People are discovering new uses for it every day,” Marijuana is a less harmful
alternative to the deadly drugs that are circulating on the streets, out there
right now,” said Casey Leleux, a harm-reduction advocate who leads The Levi
Grace Foundation.



Leleux’s daughter Lyric, or “BeBop” as her family and friends called her, took a
pill she thought was a Xanax. “It was a fake. And, it was laced with enough
Fentanyl to kill several people,” recounted Leleux about that horrible day
almost a year ago that took her daughter’s life.

After, BeBop’s passing, Leleux began handing out as much Narcan as she could,
hoping that more people would have this life-saving medication available and
be able to stop an opioid overdose in mere minutes.

Professional firefighter Orlando Wallace added how deep the epidemic runs:
“I’ve administered Narcan in trailers. I’ve administered Narcan in mansions—
Opioids kill anyone no matter the zip code. And, Fentanyl is everywhere,” said
Wallace who witnessed first-hand, multiple times a day, how many people die
due to opioid overdoses.

Wallace was fired after serving on the Baton Rouge Fire Department for more
than 10 years. He also is a US Air Force veteran and speaking on the need for
employment protections for Firefighters and First Responders. Wallace, like
many other patients, is looking to move out of the State of Louisiana and into a
more patient-friendly and protected state.

Firefighters are not the only who can save lives with Narcan. In addition to
passing out as much Narcan as she can, harm-reduction advocate Casey Leleux
wants to make Narcan available in businesses and schools and even vending
machines.

“Saving as many lives as we can is the point,” said Leleux.

“Cannabis can play an important role in dealing with The Opioid Crisis,
marijuana, especially something therapeutic like growing it at home could be
another tool in tool chest during the the long road to recovery many people
face in dealing with addiction and dependency.”

Leleux’ group, The Levi Grace Foundation, advocates for a “Harm Reduction
Strategy” for treating addiction that begins with acceptance, aiming to reduce
the overall level of drug use among people who suffer from addiction and
dependency, designing policies that help them to live better, healthier lives
rather than to punish them.

“Growing something from seed to plant, to medicine—there is therapy in that,”
said Ryan Bales, an Army veteran who served in Afghanistan and Iraq. Bales
hopes that caregiving will help veterans not only afford their medicine but give



them a chance to reconnect with other service members and provide a way to
“giving back” through service to the veteran community.

“If it’s your brother or sister that you served with, It think it carries a lot more
weight,” added Bales, who is hopeful to one day grow medicine for his Uncle
Joe, a World War Il veteran whose life was changed dramatically by MMJ.

“So while the state just finished a grand ‘Mardi Gras” themed promotion of
their King Cake-flavored gummies, veterans like Orlando Wallace are losing
their jobs over a positive THC test,” said Broussard, “This is a state approved
recommendation, obtained from a licensed physician, bought at a dispensary,
dispensed by a pharmacist, and sold by the State of Louisiana,” if that is not
state-approved, what would be?”

“Many of Louisiana’s MMJ patients are people recovering from opioid
dependency or addiction, or disabled veterans, the elderly, and even children
patients who are living in chronic pain and undergoing cancer treatment,”
added Landry, “This is not a group anyone should be messing with,” said
Landry. “They have enough to deal with, just existing with their chronic
illnesses.”

“No politician should be making money off a veterans’ PTSD or a recovering
opioid dependent’s path to recovery. Patients have begged everyone for help
and all they did was put up a recreational tax bill. We need HOMEGROW and we
need it last year,” said Landry.

“Come to the rally, show your support for veterans and all MMJ patients who
need help in this state,” said Landry.

Rhett Anthony will be performing for the Rally, Live Music provided by Pipi’s
Purpose and Blue Basin Canna. The rally will feature personal testimony from
veterans, patients, families impacted by The Opioid Crisis, doctors, farmers...
first-hand stories about how Homegrow could change not just patients’ lives,
but the entire State of Louisiana’s Agricultural Small Business Economy.

Hit#



EVENT ORGANIZERS, VOLUNTEERS, SPECIAL GUESTS, SPEAKERS
For Samples of Each Speaker and Detailed Biographical Information, Visit
WWW.LAMMJ.ORG/HOMEGROWSESSIONS

If no contact information is available, for the person you wish to interview,
please contact the main media contact: Tony Landry.

MAIN MEDIA CONTACT

Tony Landry

Louisiana Veteran & Founder of Louisiana Veterans for Medical Cannabis
www.lammj.org/lvmc

tony.landry95@gmail.com

337-412-2836

DIRECT MEDIA CONTACTS

Etienne Fontan

(510) 812-8386

etienne@mybpg.com

https://www.mybpg.com/

Army Combat Veteran, Desert Storm

West Virginia Army National Guard

Founder Veterans Action Council

Founding Board Member + Former Chair, National Cannabis Industry Association
Vice President + Co-owner of Berkeley Patients Group, the nation’s oldest
continuously operating medical cannabis dispensary, established in 1999 and
located in California.

Since 1993, Fontan has been engaging activists seeking to make cannabis legal
and safe. He lobbies nationally and internationally on veterans' behalf for the
use of cannabis and natural medicines. Fontan founded the Veterans Action
Council and has served on the advisory board for Battle Brothers Foundation.

Fontan founded medical and recreational cannabis retail, cultivation, and

processing facilities in Berkeley, Emeryville, Incline Village, Las Vegas, Los
Angeles, Reno, Sparks, and West Hollywood.

** Continued Contact List **
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Casey Leleux
+1 (337) 278-0913
casey.leleux@townsquaremedia.com

In April 2022, Casey Leleux lost her daughter Lyric “Bebop” Verrett to the
Opioid Epidemic. Lyric took a pill she thought was a Xanax, but it was poisoned
with Fentanyl. Leleux became an advocate for harm-reduction methods such as
MMJ and encouraging people to “Be the One BEFORE 911,” passing out as much
Narcan as possible. Leleux will be speaking on behalf of her organization The
Levi Grace Foundation. The Today Show covered Lyric’s untimely passing and
how her mom is determined to stop it from happening to other young adults
and teens.

BIOGRAPHIES

SPECIAL INVITED SPEAKERS,
RALLY SPECIAL GUESTS + HOMEGROW SESSION INTERVIEWEES

** Please contact Tony Landry for additional information on these speakers**
** Speakers will be available for interview @ the rally **

Orlando Wallace

Air Force Veteran

Professional Firefighter

VAC Member; LVMC Voluteer

After serving in the US Air Force, Wallace has been a Professional Firefighter for
more than a decade. He sees the effects of synthetic opioids such as Fentanyl
every day and has been a loud advocate for firefighters’ and others in the First
Responder community to have employment protections for medicating with
MMJ.

Wallace also served on a task force to help firefighters deal with the trauma
they experience on a daily basis. Wallace has seen the toll the job takes on
firefighters first-hand as he himself struggles with the traumatic events that he
has withessed as a firefighter and veteran. Wallace was recently fired for
testing positive for marijuana—despite having a valid physician’s
recommendation for the medication.

** Continued Contact List **
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Ryan Bales
Army Veteran, 82nd Airborne

LVMC Volunteer

Ryan Bales served in The US Army 82nd Airborne Division, completing tours in
both Iraq and Afghanistan. Bales has been a vocal advocate for the service men
and women he has served alongside, hoping to reduce the stigma associated
with medicating with MMJ.

Bales is hopeful with the passing of HOMEGROW legislation, that he could serve
his brothers and sisters by registering as a CAREGROWER, helping veterans and
MMJ patients obtain the best strain for their condition. CAREGROWERS provide
a vital component of HOMEGROW, in that they serve patients who cannot grow
for themselves due to their medical condition, agricultural knowledge, or living
arrangements. Bales notes this can provide therapeutic benefits not just for
the patients receiving their specific strains but also for the veteran growing the
cannabis for other veterans, similar to the Therapy Gardens suggested for
soldiers returning from World War II.

John Ford
Black Farmers Hemp

Ford is a hemp farmer in Louisiana and an MMJ farmer in Mississippi. He has
expert-level agricultural knowledge of the cannabis plant and first-hand
knowledge about the industry in both Louisiana and Mississippi. Ford is involved
in outreach activities in an attempt to engage Black entrepreneurs and educate
Black farmers about cannabis and it’s potential to benefit reinvigorate the
many acres of vacant farmlands throughout the state.

Additionally, Ford can comment on the economic boom cannabis is for so many
more people in the Black community while helping patients who are desperate
for specific strains, better quality medicine, and more affordable pain relief.

Ford has been vocal about how Louisiana is not seizing this golden opportunity
to use the many vacant acres of farmland owned by Black and minority farmers
across the state.

With the Black Farmers Hemp Flagship location in Lafayette, Louisiana, Black
Farmers Hemp are "Modern Reparation Farmers" with the goal to grow high
quality premium hemp floral for our Black Farmers Hemp CBD wellness brands.
The hemp is grown indoors using organic/natural practices without any harmful
chemicals.

** Continued Contact List **



Dr. James Moises

Moises Medical & Marijuana Center

Born and raised in New Orleans, Dr. James Moises completed medical school
and residency training at LSU School of Medicine New Orleans and Charity
Hospital. As a board certified Emergency Medicine physician, he achieved
faculty appointments as an Assistant Clinical Professor of Surgery at Tulane
School of Medicine and an Associate Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine at
LSU School of Medicine New Orleans. In addition to many years of Neuroscience
research and academia, he has spent more than 20 year practicing clinical
Emergency Medicine at various community hospital emergency rooms.

Dr. Moises has spent many days at the Capitol advocating for increased access,
affordability, and HOMEGROW for his many patients who require high doses of
MMJ.

Jeff Schmidtke

Noble Labs & Dispensary

Business Development

jeffschmidtke@gmail.com

(601) 803-5045 (LAB) | (601) 803-5046 (DISPENSARY)
241 Old Hwy 98 E.; Tylertown, Mississippi 39667
https://www.noblelabsms.com/index.html

As a founding member of Noble Labs, Schmidtke became the team’s director of
business development in 2021, responsible for overseeing the administration,
programs, and strategic plan of the organization. Schmidtke graduated from
Christian Brothers University in 2001 and has a Masters Degree in Industrial and
Organizational Psychology. With more than 13 years of experience working with
businesses facing transitions and transformations, Schmidtke leads Noble Labs
as they transition and grow into a premier cannabis provider in Mississippi.
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