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THE PLEASING PATTERNS 
OF MATRIX PLANTING

BY PAT DE VALENCE

GARDEN DESIGN CONSULTING AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ADAM WOODRUFF M

atrix planting delivers a cul-
tivated space with greater vi-
sual appeal than what is often 

provided by more traditional garden 
designs. The planting is organized as a 
community of plants, rather than many 
individual feature plants, placed in a spe-
cific arrangement. The plants in the com-
munity are chosen for their ability to do 
well in your environment—soil, light, 
water, exposure—and for their ability to 
play well with others.                   (continued)

D E S I G N .

P L A N T .

R E P E AT.

IN THIS GARDEN WITH MULTIPLE 
MATRIX PLANTINGS, THE PURPLES OF 

THE CATMINT (FOREGROUND),
SALVIA (MIDDLE),  AND 

BAPTISIA (BACKGROUND) CREATE 
VISUALLY PLEASING TRANSITIONS 

THAT LEAD THE EYES 
FROM ONE MATRIX TO THE NEXT.

E C O - G A R D E N I N G

Almanac.com/Garden   75

DISTRIBUTION
225,000 annually 
at major retailers:

• ACE

• Agway

• Albertson’s

• Barnes & Noble

• Books-A-Million

• CVS

• Kroger

• Loblaws

• Lowe’s

• Meijer

• Publix

• Safeway

• Target

• Tractor Supply

• True Value

• Walgreens

• Walmart

CONTRACTS DUE: 

DEC. 10, 2024
MATERIALS DUE: 

DEC. 17, 2024
ON NEWSSTANDS:

FEB. 11, 2025

GARDENS OF      CONTAINMENT

L A N D S C A P I N G L A N D S C A P I N G

Photos: Courtesy of Chanticleer, taken by David Mattern The Old Farmer’s Almanac Garden Guide   32   The Old Farmer’s Almanac Garden Guide

BY DAVID MATTERN

USING NATIVE SPRING 

EPHEMERALS IN A 

CONTAINER ALLOWS 

YOU TO ENJOY THE 

SUBTLETIES OF 

SPRING UP CLOSE.  

WOVEN BRANCHES IN OR 

AROUND A CONTAINER 

REPURPOSED FROM YOUR 

OWN GARDEN OFFER A 

CREATIVE TWIST FROM 

YEAR TO YEAR.

ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES
• 4C ads

•  Full-page: Cover & 
Premium Placement

• Fractional Pages (ROB)

• BRC cards

Custom in-book programs 
available upon request.

IN PRINT: THE GARDEN GUIDE
In spring, the Old Farmer’s Almanac community of avid gardeners comes alive—and that’s when and why 
we publish our annual Garden Guide magazine. Packed with inspiration, ideas, instructions, and solutions 
for gardeners of every experience level, the Garden Guide builds on the reach of the Old Farmer’s Almanac
and extends its reputation as a trusted resource. Distributed by major retailers and garden centers, the 
Garden Guide is essential to your marketing campaign if your future customers are interested in nature, 
gardening, and maintaining a healthy home.

A
dd interest and 
flavor to a border 
garden by tuck-
ing in fruit, veg-

etables, and herbs. Here’s a 
three-season garden idea 
for an area that receives sun 
all day long.

In this design, small 
plants weave around 

shrubs. The ‘Northstar’ 
cherry at one end is limbed 
up to 6 feet so that scarlet 
runner beans can climb the 
trunk. The scarlet flowers 
are great for decorating 
and flavoring a green salad. 
At the other end is an 
American cranberry, whose 
berries can be made into 

preserves. Sunflowers 
flank the forsythia—the 
only inedible plant included 
here—which provides 
a background of early-
spring color.

Front-and-center is an 
apron of pattypan squash, 
whose flowers and fruit 
are both edible. Tucked 

around the shrubs are two 
hot pepper plants, which 
change color as the 
season progresses. The 
Swiss chard, the golden 
sage and oregano, and 
the bright light-green of 
lettuce all provide changing 
colors as well.       

–Almanac editors

2   The Old Farmer’s Almanac Garden Guide

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n:

 M
ic

he
lle

 B
ur

ch
ar

d

P L O T  P L A N

AN EDIBLE BORDER
BEAUTIFUL TO LOOK AT, DELICIOUS TO EAT

SOWING AND TRANSPLANTING TIPS

• Sow hills of scarlet runner beans in front of and on both sides of the 
cherry trunk. Thin to one plant in each hill, and train to grow up the trunk.
• Sow Swiss chard seeds indoors in pots or plant seeds in the ground as 
soon as the soil can be worked. Seedlings show their stem colors early; 
transplant or thin to get the colors of choice.
• Sow the seeds of ‘Dwarf Bees’ bush beans evenly over the area shown.
• Sow lettuce seeds every 3 weeks to refresh the plants after harvest.

GARDEN DESIGN
This design, about 9x33 feet, includes the following plants, with the suggested quantity in parentheses:
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A. ‘Northstar’ cherry (1)

B. Scarlet runner bean (3)

C. ‘Dwarf Bees’ bush bean (20)

D. ‘North Country’ blueberry (2)

E. ‘Northsky’ blueberry (4)

F. ‘Bright Lights’ Swiss 
chard (12)

G. ‘Slobolt’ lettuce (13)

H. ‘Prairie Fire’ pepper (1)

I. Sunflower (4)

J. ‘Karl Sax’ forsythia (1)

K. American cranberry (1)

L. Golden oregano (1)

M. ‘Marbles’ pepper (1)

N. ‘Cloud Nine’ eggplant (1)

O. Golden sage (1)

P. ‘Sunburst’ pattypan 
squash (3)

A FEAST FOR THE EYES

• In spring, the blueberries, cherries, and cranberries 
bloom white; the sage, oregano, and forsythia brighten 
the bed with shades of yellow.
• In summer, the hot and bright colors of the beans, Swiss 
chard, herbs, and peppers are complemented by the cool 
blue of the blueberries and the white of the eggplants.
• In autumn, blueberry and cranberry leaves turn red.
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F O L L O W  U S :

IRISH EYES
Irish Eyes is a small-scale 
family-owned farm, estab-
lished in 1989 and located 

just east of the Cascades in 
Ellensburg, Washington. We 

specialize in potatoes and 
garlic but also offer a wide 

range of bare roots and seeds. 
Strict non-GMO policy. 

Irish Eyes 
Seed Potatoes, Garlic, Onions, Shallots & Garden Seeds

www.irisheyesgardenseeds.com
E-mail: customerservice@irisheyesgardenseeds.com 

Phone: (509) 933-7150

100%
Family Owned

Since 1989

I R I S H E Y E S G A R D E N S E E D S . C O M  •  5 0 9 - 9 3 3 - 7 1 5 0

BRECK’S
Direct to you from Holland 

since 1818

Gardeners have trusted 
Breck’s for more than 

two centuries. We offer 
affordable, top-quality 

Dutch bulbs, perennials, 
and more.

B R E C K S . C O M

EARTH-FRIENDLY 
LAWN & GARDEN 

SOLUTIONS
The original partner for 
an eco-friendly lifestyle, 

Gardens Alive! 
offers products and 

advice rooted in nature 
and tested by gardeners.

G A R D E N S A L I V E . C O M

YO UR E S SENTIA L  GUIDE TO  SEEDS ,  PL A NT S ,  A ND BULB S
ORDER EARLY WHILE SUPPLIES L AST !

PARK SEED COMPANY
Plant superior seeds, 

grow more delicious food. 
Shop exclusive Whopper 
seeds plus 1,100 varieties 

of organic, heirloom, 
non-GMO seeds for 
successful growing.

Direct to you since 1865.

P A R K S E E D . C O M

SOW TRUE SEED
Open-pollinated 

Heirloom & Organic Seeds

With 500 varieties 
of vegetable, herb and 
flower seeds, we have 

proudly supported 
food security and seed
diversity since 2009.

S O W T R U E S E E D . C O M  •  8 2 8 - 2 5 4 - 0 7 0 8

TOTALLY TOMATOES
We Totally Love Tomatoes!

See our complete cata-
log of seeds and plants
online, including toma-

toes, peppers, herbs,
and much more.Take

15% Off with code: 
ALMANAC23 

T O T A L L Y T O M A T O E S . C O M  •  8 0 0 - 3 4 5 - 5 9 7 7

BURGESS SEED 
& PLANT CO.

Your one-stop garden shop

Celebrating over 100 years of 
serving American gardeners, 

we offer a wide range of 
plants, seeds, bulbs, and other 

supplies at value prices.

E B U R G E S S . C O M

THE OLD FARMER’S 
ALMANAC LAWN & 

GARDEN PRODUCTS
Discover natural and 

organic fertilizers, plant 
food, heirloom vegetable 
seeds, premium flower 

seeds, and more.

S I M P L Y G R O . C O M  •  8 0 0 - 6 7 9 - 2 4 7 6
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T
he lyrics from 
a classic tune 
by Guy Clark 
echo in my heart 

all year long. Like that 
of many gardeners, my 
calendar revolves around 
our favorite fruit, from the 
arrival of seed catalogs in 
January to seed-starting 
in spring, to caring for 
our young transplants in 
early summer, to the juice 
trickling down our chins 
in midsummer, to busy 
canning kettles in late 

summer and early fall, to 
the pots of soup and chili 
in winter. How different 
our lives would be without 
the tomato!

After 35-plus years of 
gardening, I have over 100 
heirloom varieties that I 
steward by growing out 
and saving from year to 
year. Growing tomatoes 
brings me great joy, and 

having an abundance to 
share has enriched my life. 
Most people don’t have 
the luxury of space and 
time to grow out dozens of 
plants each year; instead, 
you have to choose. I 
suggest that you think 
about how you will enjoy 
your beautiful tomatoes: 
“Am I on Team Salsa, Team 
Canner, Team BLT, Team 

Snacker, Team Pasta Salad, 
Team Jam, Team Juice, or 
Team Seed-Saver?” These 
days, I consider myself 
to be a member of all of 
these, so I’ll share some 
of my experiences to help 
you to choose your team 
and identify some tomato 
varieties to grow.

TEAM SALSA
In young adulthood, I 
would have placed myself 
on Team Salsa. Early in 
a new relationship, my 

THE JOY OF HEIRLOOM TOMATOES
GROWING TOMATOES BRINGS ME 

GREAT JOY, AND HAVING AN ABUNDANCE TO 
SHARE HAS ENRICHED MY LIFE.
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F O L L O W  U S :

Only two things that money can’t buy, 
that’s true love and homegrown tomatoes.

–Guy Clark, American singer-songwriter (1941–2016)

Almanac.com/Garden   35

  The easy-care rose!
      • Perfect for pollinator gardens 
      • No chemical spraying or fussy pruning required
      • Thrives in full sun or partial-shade 
      • Ideal as a garden and landscape plant, and in containers, too!     
      • Nonstop blooms from early summer to late autumn
      • Winner of over 25 awards for superior disease resistance 
      • Available in a range of colors—from soft Amber to bright Pink and Red
      • Hardy in USDA Zones 4-11
   

Ask for Flower Carpet® Rose at your favorite garden center!
www.flowercarpet.com

      • Ideal as a garden and landscape plant, and in containers, too!     

Tesselaar FP GardenGuide ad 2024.qxp_Layout 1  12/4/23  5:01 PM  Page 1
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ADVERTISING RATES & SIZES: THE GARDEN GUIDE 2025

PUBLICATION INFORMATION

Publication trim size: 8 
1⁄8"W × 10 7⁄8"D

Printing process: web offset

Binding method: perfect-bound

PAGE SPECIFICATIONS

Ad page size:  7" × 9 3⁄4"

Column depth: 9 3⁄4"

Column width: 2 1⁄8"

UNIT SIZES

Full-page bleed, trim size: 8 1⁄8" × 10 7⁄8"

with bleed (3/16" all sides): 8 1⁄2" × 11 1⁄4"

live area: 7 3⁄8" × 10 1⁄8"

safety distance from trims: 3⁄8"

Double-page spread, trim size: 161⁄4" × 107⁄8"

    with bleed: 16 5⁄8" × 11 1⁄4"

    live area: 15 1⁄2" × 10 
1⁄8"

    safety distance from trim and

    on both sides of gutter: 3⁄8"

NON-BLEED UNIT SIZES

Full page: 7" × 9 3⁄4"
2⁄3 page V: 4 1⁄2" × 9 3⁄4"
1⁄2 page H: 7" × 4 1⁄2"
1⁄2 page island*: 4 1⁄2" × 7"
1⁄3 page V: 2 1⁄8" × 9 3⁄4"
1⁄3 page square: 4 1⁄2" × 4 1⁄2"
1⁄6 page V: 2 1⁄8" × 4 1⁄2"
1⁄6 page H: 4 1⁄2" × 2 1⁄8"

3" single column: 2 1⁄8" × 3"

2 1⁄2" single column: 2 1⁄8" × 2 1⁄2 "

2" single column: 2 1⁄8" × 2"

1" single column: 2 1⁄8" × 1"

COVERS

Cover 2.............................................................$5,800

Cover 3 ............................................................$5,800

Cover 4 ............................................................$6,400 

FOUR-COLOR (ROB)

Full page ..........................................................$3,500
2⁄3 page .............................................................$2,800
1⁄2 page ............................................................. $2,100
1⁄3 page  ............................................................ $1,500
1⁄6 page ................................................................$850

SINGLE COLUMN (ROB)

3" column ...........................................................$800

2 1⁄2" column .......................................................$700

2" column ...........................................................$550

1" column ............................................................$300

BRC  CARDS
BRC cards are available. Please call for pricing. CONTRACTS DUE: DEC. 10, 2024

MATERIALS DUE: DEC. 17, 2024

ON SALE: FEB. 11, 2025

With an ad in the 2025 print edition of The Old Farmer’s Almanac Garden Guide, your brand is associated with one of  
North America’s most trusted and beloved brands, with a print distribution of 225,000 copies!

* 1⁄2 island is the same size as a full page in 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac.                               
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AD MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS & REQUIREMENTS

QUESTIONS
• Phone: 800-895-9265, ext. 168 
• Email: janets@yankeepub.com

MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS
Ad materials must be in digital form. 

ACCEPTABLE FILE FORMATS
•  Print-resolution PDF (Adobe Acrobat v10 or 

higher) 
• Adobe InDesign (CC or below)
• Adobe Illustrator (CC or below)
• Adobe Photoshop (CC or below)

Technical Specifications
• All color images should be supplied CMYK 

(no RGB or PMS)
• Line art should be supplied at 1,200 dpi at 100% 

placement
•  4-color images 300 dpi or higher at 100% 

placement (EPS, TIFF, or JPG)
• Minimum reproducible dot size is 3%

AD MATERIAL DELIVERY OPTIONS
SHIPPING ADDRESS

Yankee Publishing Inc.
Attention: Advertising Production  
1121 Main Street
P.O. Box 520
Dublin, NH 03444
Phone: 800-895-9265, ext. 168

EMAIL

• File size 4 MB or under: janets@yankeepub.com

TO UPLOAD TO YANKEE FTP

All information must be entered in lowercase 
• From the Web, sign on to:

http://mx01.yankeepub.com
(mx “zero one”.yankeepub.com)

• User Name: advertising
• Password: yankee04 (yankee “zero four”)
• Place ad materials in Advertising_Folder
• Confirm to Janet Selle at: janets@yankeepub.com 
   that the ad has been uploaded

GENERAL INFORMATION
•  All insertions are subject to the General 

Provisions on the insertion order, which can be 
furnished upon request. 

•  The publisher reserves the right to refuse or 
cancel advertising at any time for any reason

•  Yankee Publishing is not responsible for 
repercussions or loss of revenue resulting from 
mistakes in advertising. In the case of an error, 
Yankee’s responsibility is only to make good on 
its original commitment to the advertiser and 
nothing more.


