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Newsletter March 2025 Dear Residents,

Welcome to my September newsletter which you 
can now encourage your friends and family to 
subscribe to via this sign-up form on my website. 

I hope you find it interesting and please do feel free 
to contact me anytime using the details on the 
back page if you need my support.

The Hillsborough Law is here
In September I had the honour of attending a meeting with many of the 
Hillsborough families and campaigners from other groups who have also been 
victims of state-sponsored injustice. At that meeting we were presented with the 
draft Bill by the Deputy Prime Minister and Justice Secretary David Lammy, Minister 
for Victims Alex Davies-Jones, and Attorney General Richard Hermer. 

I was very pleased that the families and campaigners supported the bill. Those 
who have suffered first hand from such a tragedy should always be at the forefront 
of creating such a vital piece of legislation, that’s why I’ve always said I can’t 
support anything the families don’t support, including in a Westminster Hall debate 
in parliament at the start of September. With their backing, I am ready to do all I 
can to help this Bill get through Parliament.

The Bill contains transformative changes that campaigners have fought for 
decades to achieve - and not just of Hillsborough, when 97 football fans were 
unlawfully killed. But of Grenfell. The Manchester Arena bombing. The Post Office 
Horizon and Infected Blood scandals. Primodos. And more. A new professional and 
legal Duty of Candour will mean public officials must act with honesty and integrity 
at all times, with criminal sanctions for egregious breaches.

It is essential this Bill gets through parliament, and alongside colleagues, I will be 
doing all I can to protect it and see it through. 

This legislation stands, and will always stand, as a legacy for the 97.

https://davidbaines.co.uk/reports
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1964731424293114
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1964731424293114
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hillsborough-law-bill


The current SEND system is not fit for purpose. In St Helens North there are too many 
children in both mainstream and specialist settings struggling to get the 
assessments or support they need, despite the best efforts of their families, our 
fantastic schools, and hardworking teachers.

Demand is rising, costs are spiralling and the quality of provision is inconsistent. That 
is why the government is soon to announce reforms - with the aim to address the 
ongoing issues and improve support for children with SEND and their families. 

I want to make sure the voices of parents and carers in St Helens North are heard at 
the highest levels. That’s why I organised a roundtable with parents, carers, 
educators and local organisations who have had experiences with the current SEND 
system. This was a valuable opportunity for me to hear from those with skin in the 
game on how the current system isn’t working, and what needs to change. It was 
also an opportunity to ensure I could feed this back to the government as a way to 
make sure the much-needed reforms benefit children and families in St Helens 
North and across the country.

As a former volunteer youth worker, teacher, and council leader, I have long been 
passionate about doing everything in my power to ensure every child has the best 
start in life, regardless of their background or needs. I used my first parliamentary 
question just after being elected last year to call for more support for children with 
special educational needs and have continued to raise it both publicly and privately.

This is something that is close to my heart, and I will continue to work to ensure that 
any reforms benefit those who need it most in St Helens North. 

If you couldn’t make the roundtable but want to have your say, don’t worry, I am 
hosting a daytime session on Friday 17th October at 12 noon for those who could not 
attend the first session, and you can always share your views via email any time. If 
you are interested in attending or want to share your thoughts, please email 
david.baines.mp@parliament.uk with your address and we will share further details. 

Making sure no child is left behind

mailto:david.baines.mp@parliament.uk


September in St Helens North 

I welcome the amazing news that St Helens is set to 
become a national pioneer in Neighbourhood Health 
development With £110m of investment. I've been fighting 
for investment in our local health services since being 
elected last July, and I will continue to fight for even more.

The government also announced £21.5m for St Helens as 
part of Labour’s £5 billion investment in communities. This 
is a huge boost alongside the fantastic work St Helens 
Borough is already doing to change things including with 
the biggest regeneration projects seen in decades for both 
Earlestown and St Helens town centres.

I headed down to drop off a donation for the St Helens 
Borough Mobile Pantry at Saints. They are great people 
doing great things. I thank them all for everything they do.

It was brilliant to be kindly invited to present Billy 
Loughnane with the winner’s trophy after his success on 
Bow Echo in the Betting.Betfair Ascendant Stakes at 
Haydock Park. We’re so lucky to have a world class 
racecourse in our local area, supporting jobs, the 
economy, and giving all of us plenty to be proud about 
and enjoy.

A huge thank you to Jay and Anne-Marie for the invitation 
to celebrate the one-year anniversary of Dad Matters 
delivering support and advice to dads in St Helens. 

I also had a fantastic day visiting Vimto in Newton-le-
Willows to see all of the brilliant work they do that supports 
jobs and growth across St Helens North!

I met with Helen from Dentons Green Post Office who 
raised concerns about the new Royal Mail postbox outside, 
which has been changed to one of the new models which 
can act as a drop off for not just letters as before but 
parcels too - potentially harming her business which as 
anyone from round there will know is appreciated by 
many. I’ll be raising this with Royal Mail and the relevant 
minister. 

We need to move with the times but not at the expense of 
much-loved Post Offices.

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1334102272059125&set=pb.100063780932603.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1334102272059125&set=pb.100063780932603.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.sthelensstar.co.uk/news/25498135.pride-place-funding-worth-21-5m-st-helens/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNMrIBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETA2ckJxbE12QkhDbkVPMTJkAR45GNxJobG5FlTT8gASPPyUGP7rKUCZQAEGDTknbiOvQXcFW53YDa0B4xnoWA_aem_Eyzc8DfeuHuGSLaC5q6nbQ
https://www.sthelensstar.co.uk/news/25498135.pride-place-funding-worth-21-5m-st-helens/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNMrIBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETA2ckJxbE12QkhDbkVPMTJkAR45GNxJobG5FlTT8gASPPyUGP7rKUCZQAEGDTknbiOvQXcFW53YDa0B4xnoWA_aem_Eyzc8DfeuHuGSLaC5q6nbQ
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1330116752457677&set=pb.100063780932603.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1330116752457677&set=pb.100063780932603.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0n1sawEeEqzWWuhdmAa5pVxqtmoyA1TANEPW68rtUiUDBShvLrV7sqYBChhARVa9zl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0n1sawEeEqzWWuhdmAa5pVxqtmoyA1TANEPW68rtUiUDBShvLrV7sqYBChhARVa9zl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0nEDKkuHfupocL5fs1XEmSuA7Qbem81wxNmyCZ6CJYUoBWiGYWdKYRYDakUseQ59Al
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0nEDKkuHfupocL5fs1XEmSuA7Qbem81wxNmyCZ6CJYUoBWiGYWdKYRYDakUseQ59Al
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1346497277486291&set=pb.100063780932603.-2207520000&type=3


It was absolutely fantastic to attend the official opening of 
the new community garden at Newton Community Centre. 
The volunteers and trustees here contribute so much to our 
local communities, and this amazing new garden will only 
add to that.

I was delighted to meet with Claire from Cash to Access UK 
and Helen from the Post Office who will be running a much-
needed new Banking Hub in the heart of Earlestown, 
something fought for by our local Labour team for a long 
time. 

I know that the loss of banks from our high streets is a big 
concern to lots of people, because while things may have 
changed over the years cash still plays a vital role for millions 
of people and businesses in our communities. This brand-
new hub will bring cash and banking services back to the 
community in Earlestown.

It was a pleasure to be at the official renaming of the playing 
fields at Birch Grove to the Tom Nugent Playing Fields. Tom 
Nugent was a true hero of grassroots football in our 
community. He founded his beloved club Senely & Garswood 
Juniors FC in 1981, giving opportunity to countless boys and 
girls in our local area for over 40 years. I know that thanks to 
all his work the club will continue to grow and do great things.

I really enjoyed visiting Garswood Primary School to watch 
their Year 5 and 6 assembly about our Parliament and to 
answer questions from the children. The assembly was 
delivered by the Parliamentary Outreach Service, which is a 
fantastic way for schools and other organisations to find out 
more about our democracy. 

I would encourage all schools to look into this here. 

I also headed to Bleak Hill Primary School in Windle, who 
kindly invited me along as they celebrated Democracy Day 
with all Key Stage 2 pupils taking part in votes to elect their 
new House Captains, School Council and Prefects. 

I was honoured to be invited to talk to the children during 
their assembly to start the day, to answer some of their 
questions, hear their speeches, and congratulate them all on 
taking part either as a candidate or as a voter.

Lots of schools have already signed up for Parliament Week 
taking place in November – find out more and sign up here: 
https://www.ukparliamentweek.org/en/. 

https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid02KRAw9JZCTxoa5BMgeH5mt87GpXTraeNXfnYUpNPR7XTwFVJeoy68i7QVazmXZpJql
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid02KRAw9JZCTxoa5BMgeH5mt87GpXTraeNXfnYUpNPR7XTwFVJeoy68i7QVazmXZpJql
https://www.cashaccess.co.uk/
https://www.sthelensstar.co.uk/news/25497205.cash-access-uk-opens-new-banking-hub-earlestown/
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid02fdKdcMvmTRzizFb4hN1dVaentbZtyqWUK6ez5MS2Z5KkgoK6T5cimmEx92vF7Mp4l
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid02fdKdcMvmTRzizFb4hN1dVaentbZtyqWUK6ez5MS2Z5KkgoK6T5cimmEx92vF7Mp4l
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0FVMkuasz7pfpcbNueXhMVedc5hL2P9sZKZG8CyKgYvjGyjVq9m5k69HpCx6uYNAel
https://learning.parliament.uk/en/session-workshop/outreach-school-assemblies/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNDcrpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETA2ckJxbE12QkhDbkVPMTJkAR7cZFzPjL7ofMOYNJd_iAOvOFbigmYbY5Kd6Xak_G0ns3RovAytOawiBREbbQ_aem_OiZZUA0uL_W6hiSbao5b-A
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid02g2oc67PpFiSQgJE4NYaD1RLeCazF4MrSakNjtpejNgrBHQ4v6p6axkRRrJH2cbS3l
https://www.ukparliamentweek.org/en/


Armed Forces Minister visit 

It was a huge honour to welcome Armed Forces Minister Al 
Carns to St Helens North to St Helens North to meet with 
local veterans and organisations to discuss their priorities 
and needs. 

Al is a highly decorated veteran himself. He knows the 
challenges and is passionate about meeting them head 
on. 

It was great to hear him spell out the government’s 
commitment to veterans and our Forces, including more 
funding to veterans causes than any government in the 
last 100 years, the biggest pay rise for Forces personnel in 
20 years, creating an Armed Forces Commissioner role and 
launching ‘Valour to better coordinate support and advice. 

St Helens Borough Council, led by Leader Anthony Burns 
and on this important issue by Cabinet Member Cllr Keith 
Laird and Armed Forces Champion Councillor Lynn Clarke 
is also doing all it can to give the support needed. It is an 
Armed Forces Covenant Gold Employer Award holder, and 
you can find out about the help and advice available here: 
https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/armedforces.

Labour Party conference  

What a few days at Labour Party Conference! I enjoyed 
catching up with friends and colleagues including our local 
CLP delegates and councillors, having meetings with 
charities and organisations including the British Dyslexia 
Association and the Children’s Society, and hearing lots of 
announcements from Ministers that will help make a real 
difference to people in St Helens North - such as the 
unveiling of NHS Online, thousands more children getting 
access to free breakfast clubs from next year, making sure 
every primary school has a library by the end of this 
parliament, the return of targeted maintenance grants for 
priority subjects, solar for schools and hospitals to cut their 
bills, and much more.

It was also absolutely brilliant to take part in the War of the 
Roses tag rugby league game alongside MPs, councillors 
and staff, Sports Minister Stephanie Peacock, Rugby 
League Carers and legends including Adrian Morley, Jamie 
Jones-Buchanan and Jodie Cunningham. 

https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid02y8yZhAxoJ1Uu5YTthKx8ULiUC2YDnK3RsuwARGga5jefi4mzSihPrt7wY5dxL5vtl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid02y8yZhAxoJ1Uu5YTthKx8ULiUC2YDnK3RsuwARGga5jefi4mzSihPrt7wY5dxL5vtl
https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/armedforces
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1354003903402295&set=pb.100063780932603.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9317k58xkjo
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/free-breakfast-clubs-for-half-a-million-extra-children-next-year
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-youth-guarantee-for-eligible-young-people-and-funding-for-libraries-in-all-primary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-youth-guarantee-for-eligible-young-people-and-funding-for-libraries-in-all-primary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-youth-guarantee-for-eligible-young-people-and-funding-for-libraries-in-all-primary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/targeted-maintenance-grants-for-students-to-be-reintroduced
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0QS77o2EN2w9DJJs68aros54gHvRk5doMhehJRCiiLFjjVyLGG89i77EXmHo2t2YQl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0QS77o2EN2w9DJJs68aros54gHvRk5doMhehJRCiiLFjjVyLGG89i77EXmHo2t2YQl


Westminster Update
Parliament returned in September and it was great to begin 
with some important legislation that will directly benefit 
people across St Helens North. 

The Employment Rights Bill returned to the Commons and It 
was great to catch up with TUC General Secretary Paul Nowak 
in parliament to hear directly from the Prime Minister about 
the importance of this legislation and Labour’s commitment 
to delivering it in full. People in St Helens North demand this 
and I am pleased to see that we are getting on with it – 
something that Reform will not do, voting against it at every 
single stage.

Half of all workers are set to benefit from the Bill, which will 
establish day one rights to parental and bereavement leave, 
include sick pay for up to 1.3 million of the lowest earners, and 
end unscrupulous fire and rehire practices. 

I was pleased to see that our changes on the NHS are having 
a real impact for people. The NHS announced that they 
delivered a record number of cancer checks and treatments 
in July, despite 5 days of industrial action. Five million extra 
appointments, that is enough to fill the Totally Wicked 
stadium over 277 times!

The Armed Forces Commissioner Bill became law. With Royal 
Assent, we move closer to appointing the first Armed Forces 
Commissioner, giving personnel and families an independent 
voice to champion their welfare. The new Defence Industrial 
Strategy announced puts skills at the heart of Labour’s plans 
to make the country safer and boost jobs.

I was delighted to meet with the head of LEGO UK and Ireland 
today at an event to talk about the power of play and the 
importance of giving every single child the opportunity to 
thrive. I also met with George Gabriel from Dad Shift to 
discuss how we can continue to work together to get better 
rights for new dads. 

And finally, we have seen the announcement on Digital ID. I 
understand that there are concerns locally about this, and I 
have published a longer statement here. In short, I am 
supportive of this move if it makes life easier for people in St 
Helens North to access services and we can clamp down on 
illegal working practices. 

https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid02JPegLg2XJfKWThw31QZFX2yQBguUn2cJCEBNZuYbg9bpV8Xt1rLR2KbnsgHscCNzl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid025V8Abb5EG4RY1nS3TYtYqEmCrpVk1keZotN93VVRkAy2hg28q7R3h6btZvzFn2jvl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid025V8Abb5EG4RY1nS3TYtYqEmCrpVk1keZotN93VVRkAy2hg28q7R3h6btZvzFn2jvl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid025V8Abb5EG4RY1nS3TYtYqEmCrpVk1keZotN93VVRkAy2hg28q7R3h6btZvzFn2jvl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid025V8Abb5EG4RY1nS3TYtYqEmCrpVk1keZotN93VVRkAy2hg28q7R3h6btZvzFn2jvl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid026PYYudhx36AVWv8tmDFg8bsK5Wu7D9zCyHnj368X4Z5P7jKP3sjE53AnJsfviq3Dl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0MTE6pCV8RmyZFYRF7K9zrLDbBaENffvU2RbcUkf1M1me4sK4f8EkRsARSYhYX2CJl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0MTE6pCV8RmyZFYRF7K9zrLDbBaENffvU2RbcUkf1M1me4sK4f8EkRsARSYhYX2CJl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid032fdq4yLT4MqvxfoVAbTqM5r3P7PhY8tyH5BQPng6GQbxRoof3EVgHg45CWJspdmVl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid032fdq4yLT4MqvxfoVAbTqM5r3P7PhY8tyH5BQPng6GQbxRoof3EVgHg45CWJspdmVl
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid0WmALqRXz8H1TkuZ4MbQv9sYPfBwvCHLRhFFRGGKu6F2Dh484VvMJYUSfzJXoQpMNl


Let’s debate immigration based on the facts
I understand this is a difficult time for lots of people in our community. Years of 
underinvestment, low growth, low wages and cuts to public services have had an 
impact on our local area and the country as a whole. 

I get that people are angry about the state of the country – I am too. That’s why I 
stood for election. The government has taken many steps in its first year to turn 
things around – and that must include fixing our asylum and immigration system 
too.

Immigration is vital to our country growing and thriving, but the balance needs to 
be right. That's why I support the government's Border Security, Asylum and 
Immigration Bill, its commitment to ending the use of hotels, and its efforts to speed 
up the assessment and appeal processes.

What we need is practical measures, not more false promises and misinformation.

I know people are angry, and I will always defend the right to peaceful protest. We 
absolutely can, and should, debate important issues like immigration. But we must 
do so based on the facts and without giving racism and bigotry an inch.

The government is committed to sorting out the asylum and immigration system 
and to stopping irregular immigration including the boats on the Channel, and I’m 
committed to holding them to account to make sure they do.

But if we sacrifice our humanity in pursuing these goals then we lose far more than 
any immigrant could ever take from us. There’s more that unites us than divides us. 
Hate won’t win.

You can read my piece for the St Helens Star on this here.

One of the local organisations offiering support to those families housed locally is 
Café Laziz, which was launched to help integrate refugees and asylum seekers in St 
Helens. We can all want to fix the asylum and immigration system, but at the same 
time treating people like human beings is the British way. I was proud to show Café 
Laziz my support.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/border-security-asylum-and-immigration-bill-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/border-security-asylum-and-immigration-bill-2025
https://www.sthelensstar.co.uk/news/25453494.st-helens-north-mp-must-debate-immigration-respect/
https://www.facebook.com/DavidBainesMP/posts/pfbid02zY1XjYya9REw5edTTz3D3zDcMPy6DtkKqMr7M33QZxw8HuFiJirftCtGYrec2y2il


SEND support

Child support assistance

This month my team have responded to over 400 emails while creating and 
closing over 300 cases from constituents in St Helens North. 

My team have responded to cases varying from concerns about the NHS, to 
animals and nature, to Labour Party conference and HMRC enquiries. We have 
also dealt with a wide range of important individual cases, a sample of which is 
below:

Successfully supported a constituent in receiving a response from Child Maintenance 
Services which they had previously struggled to receive. 

Assisted a constituent’s child in receiving an assessment with SEND to ensure they 
have access to education best suited towards their specific needs.

Employment support assistance

Helped support a constituent in receiving money they were owed and assisted them 
in receiving a response from the ESA in regard to money they were entitled to.

Police conduct support 

Helped a constituent receive a response from the police assuring us and a 
constituent that actions taken during a historic investigation were proper and in 
accordance with police regulations.

If you think I can help with an issue, please do get in touch. Find out more about 
the types of issue I can assist with here: https://davidbaines.co.uk/support. 

Helping people in St Helens North

https://davidbaines.co.uk/support


I would like a take a moment to mention the very sad loss of 
our dear friend and colleague, Donna Pennington (née Martin).

Donna was Senior Caseworker in my office and did the same 
job for my predecessor Conor McGinn. She was kind, diligent, 
and generous with her time and her energy. She would stop at 
nothing to get the best possible result for those who needed 
help.

I am sure there will be residents reading this who will have 
been supported by Donna. If you would like to, her family are 
asking for donations to be made to Hearing Dogs for Deaf 
People in her memory: https://www.hearingdogs.org.uk

My thoughts are with Donna’s husband Gary and all who knew 
and loved her. She was exceptional, and we will miss her 
greatly.

As ever I encourage you to get in touch at david.baines.mp@parliament.uk if you 
need my support or if you have a question, and please do tell me your priorties 
too. Remember you can follow what I am doing as your Member of Parliament 
via the dedicated news page on my website and on social media – search David 
Baines MP on Facebook, Instagram, Threads and Bluesky.

Promoted by Andy Bowden on behalf of David Baines, both c/o Suite 2 Westway House, 42-44 Bridge Street, Newton-le-Willows, WA12 9QT

https://www.hearingdogs.org.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwNnJCcWxNdkJIQ25FTzEyZAEeumxAAdLsLC7W2LKsVnJwFrozassST55KaffnhTSPQn3NVkNNBa8xn9-ved0_aem_tUX2iIiigfhrtswlTfy-wA
mailto:david.baines.mp@parliament.uk
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