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February 2026 Newsletter 

President’s Corner 
Our fishing club had a 
strong showing at the 
Volunteer Expo last week, 
It was great to see so many 
folks stop by our table and 
showed interest in the 
fishing club.

I am often asked what 
SIFC’s mission is and so let 
me provide it here: SIFC’s 
mission is to provide fishing 
education, conservation 
support and a bond 
between members and the 
community. Please note 
that our annual club 
membership fee of $75 per 
individual/family should be 
paid at this meeting. The 
fees are vital to help us 
support local conservation 
and education programs, to 
benefit local charities and 
to bring talented speakers 
for you all to enjoy. 
(sifcpresident6@gmail.co 
m) Best Frances

This is great news for the 
fishing club! David Gurney 
stepping in as the interim 
Outings Director should 
bring some fresh ideas to 
our fishing outings. Come 
and see what David has to 
say!
Whitney—is contributing to 
the Captain's Corner, of 
sharing insights, about 
what types of fish have 
been getting caught.  
Come hear what Whitney 
has to say!

membership fees of $75 
per family are due at this 
meeting! 

Best, Frances 
(sifcpresident6@sifc.com) 

NEXT MEETING 

WHEN:  Tuesday February 10, 2026
WHERE: Sanibel Community House 
TIME:    5:30pm Pizza & refreshments 

6:00pm Speaker & Meeting 

2025-2026 Meeting Dates 
• February 10
• March 10
• April 14
• May 12

2025-2026 Outing Dates 
• February 14 - Fishing
• March - 14
• April - 18
• May - 16

Please checkout our Website: 
https://

sanibelislandfishingclub.com/

This monthôs featured speaker is Gary 
Martell with the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Patrol. Gary will be giving an in-depth 
presentation on boating safety. Topics 
will include what the Coast Guard 
requires every vessel to carry on board 
and what the Coast Guard recommends 
carrying. In addition, Gary will be handing 
out some handouts that provide 
additional guidance as to the safety and 
seaworthiness of your vessel. After his 
presentation there will be a brief question 
and answer period where you can ask 
specific questions with regard to boating 
safety. The United States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary was founded in 1939 and is a 
uniformed civilian volunteer component 
of the United States Coast Guard. 
Annually, members of the Auxiliary are 
instrumental in saving around 500 lives, 
aiding 15,000 mariners in distress, 
performing over 150,000 recreational 
vessel safety checks, and imparting 
boating safety knowledge to over half a 
million learners. With the recent 
mysterious disappearance of two 
anglers, Randall Spivey, 57, from Fort 
Myers, and his nephew, Brandon 
Billmaier, 33, the importance of boating 
safety should be front and center on 
every fishermanôs mind. If youôre 
interested in learning more about the 
local fishing scene or want to become a 
member of the Sanibel Island Fishing 
Club, please feel free to drop by and see 
what this great organization is all about.
 

hope to see you on Tuesday evening, 
February 10th, 2026 and tight lines!
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This coming Tuesday evening, February 10th, 2026, the Sanibel Island Fishing Club will be holding its monthly meeting. The meeting will be held in the north room of the Sanibel Island Community House, which is located at 2173 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL. The meeting gets underway at 5:30 p.m. with a half hour social among our angling members. The presentation begins at 6:00 p.m. sharp. There is no admission charge for this event and the angling and boating public is cordially invited to attend. Refreshments and pizza slices are available at a nominal charge.
This month's featured speaker is Gary Martell with the Coast Guard Auxiliary Patrol. Gary will be giving an in-depth presentation on boating safety. Topics will include what the Coast Guard requires every vessel to carry on board and what the Coast Guard recommends carrying. In addition, Gary will be handing out some handouts that provide additional guidance as to the safety and seaworthiness of your vessel. After his presentation there will be a brief question and answer period where you can ask specific questions with regard to boating safety.
The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary was founded in 1939 and is a uniformed civilian volunteer component of the United States Coast Guard. Annually, members of the Auxiliary are instrumental in saving around 500 lives, aiding 15,000 mariners in distress, performing over 150,000 recreational vessel safety checks, and imparting boating safety knowledge to over half a million learners. 
With the recent mysterious disappearance of two anglers, Randall Spivey, 57, from Fort Myers, and his nephew, Brandon Billmaier, 33, the importance of boating safety should be front and center on every fisherman's mind. If you're interested in learning more about the local fishing scene or want to become a member of the Sanibel Island Fishing Club, please feel free to drop by and see what this great organization is all about. To learn more about the club and find some delicious fish recipes visit:  www.sanibelislandfishingclub.com. We hope to see you on Tuesday evening, February 10th, 2026 and tight lines!
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