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Office Hours 

Monday — Thursday 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 

 

                                   

 
February 2025 

www.cantonfcc.org 
  
 

215 West Elm Street 
 Canton, IL 61520 

 
office (309) 647-1363 

 

 
Steve Mason: Pastor                                                                   Rick Coulter: Building Supervisor 
Jessa Wenger: Office Coordinator John Davis: Director of Music 
Email: contact@cantonfcc.org  Gretchen Fuller: Organist 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 

  On Sunday, December 29th, the kids of 
FCC led us in a walk-on Christmas Pag-
eant.  With the help of some invaluable 
adult helpers, over a dozen kids helped 
tell the story of Jesus' birth as the congre-
gation joined in singing beloved carols to 
bring the story to life.  It was a joy-filled 
and creative worship that was finished off 
with a festive coffee fellowship where we 
had birthday cake for Jesus' birthday and 
even sang "Happy Birthday" to our Sav-
ior.  Thanks to everyone who made this 
wonderful day happen! 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcantonfcc.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1FfwsbL0xKNmPzNOKwrodT_aqKqa6FkV-FSfNYA4YnMjogzAd6qUMd5Hs&h=AT0ejawXYCEWyf-2WO7Xhl48DAcu4NVx0tgjqTR1QruYbK-Hf3rQGAht2edYFThYaQioQ24MltcyhDYIpOThkjmS3eDnDWEhl4G-DmToWBo3KGnm6ZRc3q6I0A
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Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything wor-
thy of praise, think about these things. As for the things that you have learned and received 

and heard and seen in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.— 
Philippians 4.8-9 

 
 These final words from the Apostle Paul to his beloved community in Philippi are 
words of supportive instruction.  Focus on the good.  Remember what you have heard and 
what you have seen that is good.  Do the good.  Go with God’s goodness. 
  

 These words are the foundation for our worship series “Heard and Seen” as we re-
member our calling to hear, see and do the good things modeled by Christ and those early 
followers of Jesus.  This title is also the theme of the special annual offering we’ll receive for 
the “Week of Compassion” our church’s global disaster relief and recovery ministry.  All 
month long, we’ll be hearing stories and seeing clips from this ministry of how the gospel 
compels us to respond today.  And I hope what you see and hear compels you to support 
this vital ministry. 
 

 Some days it seems that the good things Jesus calls us to do and Paul preached 
about are pretty mundane—feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, taking our concerns to 
prayer so they can come back to us with Christ’s peace.  But as we look closer to home, it 
seems that maybe these very things can soon be deemed radical or countercultural.   
 

 We need not look nor hear any further than the homily given at the worship service 
at the National Cathedral by Bishop Marriann Budde as a part of the Inaugural ceremonies.  
This worship service is a tradition meant to both be from a specific faith (as the host church 
the “National Cathedral” is an Episcopalian congregation) but also to represent the diversity 
of faiths encompassed in our country.  Often, the sermonic moment is delivered both to the 
whole assembly and specifically to the incoming President.   
 

 But when Bishop Budde gave her sermon, her words were received as too political, 
divisive and unpatriotic.  Her words were a cause for national controversy…but what I heard 
and saw is a gospel call rooted in our shared faith.  I’d invite you, if you haven’t listened or 
watched it yet, to do so, and to judge for yourself.  
 

 And, church, may we discover personally, and 
as a community of faith, what it means for us to 
hear and see the gospel today.  And even if it caus-
es us to stand up on our faith and stand out from 
the crowd, may we think about these things, do 
these things and trust that the peace of God will go 
with us. 

Pastor Steve 

Find your Minute at First every  
Monday morning. 

 

Information and spiritual formation on Fa-
cebook or in your email.   

 

Watch, like and share! 



3 

Luau BINGO 
 

It may be cold outside, but it was feeling 
"sunny" and warm inside Canton First 

Christian Church for Luau Bingo tonight! 
Thanks to all who joined us for fun Bin-

go, prizes, fruity snacks and  
fellowship!  
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The Lilly Endowment National Clergy Renewal 
Program seeks to strengthen congregations by 
providing opportunities for their pastors to 
step away from the demands of daily parish 
life and engage in a period of renewal and re-
flection. 
“What will make your heart sing?” is a simple 
question, but one that pastors and congrega-
tions explore together and design programs to 
help their pastors reconnect with their deep 
roots and sources of joy in ministry and in life. 
We believe that when pastors have the oppor-
tunity to step away from their congregations 
and engage in activities that make their hearts 
sing, the whole church benefits. 
Sabbath rest includes time for pastors to re-
new themselves physically, emotionally, rela-
tionally, and spiritually. Clergy renewal periods 
are not vacations; rather, they provide oppor-
tunities for discovering what will make the 
pastor’s heart sing through well-planned pur-
poseful activities. Life-giving experiences—
strengthening relationships, renewing a sense 
of call, meeting and serving the neighbor in a 
new way, finding joy and purpose in a simpli-

fied life, traveling to new lands and unfamiliar territories, creating opportunities where 
members of the congregation can exercise their gifts for ministry— are common themes of 
these renewal times. 
Congregations may request a total maximum award of $60,000. Of that amount, up to 
$20,000 may be allocated to the congregational budget for the sabbatical.  Proposals are 
due March 12. Awards will be announced on August 29. 180 grants are expected to be 
awarded to congregations who submit the most outstanding proposals. 
What are the selection criteria?  
• Clearly articulated vision for what will make the pastor’s heart sing.  
• Leave-taking Pastor’s program balances time for rest and reflection with travel, activities, 
and time spent connecting with others.  
• Budgets are realistic and well-researched.  
• Evidence of broad congregational awareness of and support for submitting the proposal.  
• Proposals will be evaluated in terms of the renewal program’s feasibility, coherence, crea-
tivity, and potential benefits to the congregation and pastor. 

Find out more details at: https://www.cts.edu/cpe/clergy-renewal/ 
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Please Pray For:  
Roxanne Slater who was injured during Wis-

consin shooting (Friends of Greg & Barb 

Pollitt); Pheobe Raker (recovering from eye 

surgery); Cathy Schoonover-Orwig (MS); 

Mandy Sipe; Brenda Dilts (Lyn Snowman’s 

mom); David Lueck (Janet White’s nephew); 

Brad O’Brien (Sherry Hardy’s friend); Tayvin 

Henderson (Friend of Jack Fitzjarrald); Carol 

Harmon; Jan Dearing; Kevin Allard (Tad Al-

lard's brother); Sid Smith (Lyn Snowman's 

uncle); Liz Pollitt; Blaine Hardy (deployed 

overseas); Joyce & Zack Norris; Steve 

Moore; Those battling with cancer: John 

Brown, Mark Stoneking, Sharon Blair, Brett 

Downey, Jason Lasseigne, Bev Lynch, Lloyd 

Leezer; Tracy Snowman; Cora Murphey  

At Courtyard Estates: David & Bea 
Meeker 
 
At Sunset: Lori Bieber; Ed Ford; Keith 
Munstedt 
 
At Renaissance Care Center: Angie, 
Bill & Sue 
 

Care Facilities: 

February Birthdays 

Neville Crossland Feb 1 

Shirley Taylor Feb 1 

Daryle Coleman Feb 2 

Sherry Hardy Feb 2 

Lexie Shaw Feb 4 

Nathan Bloyd Feb 5 

Chris Walters Feb 10 

Isaac Mason Feb 12 

Brenda Dilts Feb. 13 

Marsha Moore Feb 19 

Derek Schrodt Feb 21 

Olivia Walters Feb 21 

Jaiden Walters Feb 22 

Laiken Moser Feb 24 

Wes Wenger Feb 24 

Jo Potter Keen Feb 25 

Tate Bryant Feb 26 

Bruce Edwards Feb 27 

Frankie Kemper Feb 27 

  

  

  

Mark & Marla Reneau Feb. 12 

Larry & Eugenia Warden    Feb. 23 

Tyson & Amy Smith Feb. 26 

  

  

  

  

  

  

February 
Anniversaries 
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 Scriptures, Sermons, & Serving Schedules 

February 2, 2025 February 9, 2025 

Scripture Matt. 25: 31-40  Scripture Phil. 4: 4-7  

Greeters Judy Leitze Greeters Jan & Chuck Taylor 

Ushers Keith Munstedt Ushers Mark & Laura Taylor 

CtW  Dave Bell CtW  Video 

Scripture Reader  Bill Leitze Scripture Reader  Kara Fitzjarrald 

Children's Moment Jen Miller Children's Moment Jean Edwards 

Invitation Grant Stephenson Invitation Mike Krulac 

Prayer Caitlin Mason Prayer Tammy Weaver 

Children’s Church Janet Krulac/Belle Hardy Children’s Church Miller Family 

Deacons (prepare) 
Dave & Sheila/Michelle & 
Amanda 

Deacons (prepare) Shane & Chris/Shawn & Lyn 

Counters 
Grant Stephenson/Daryle 
Coleman  

Counters Tammy Weaver/Alan Coleman 

Coffee Fellowship Judy Kemper Coffee Fellowship Amanda & Grant Stephenson 

February 16, 2025 February 23, 2025 

Scripture Phil. 4: 8-9  Scripture Phil. 4: 10-13  

Greeters Pheobe Raker Greeters Eugenia Warden  

Ushers Corey & Jen Miller Ushers Karen Meade 

CtW  Janet Krulac CtW  Video 

Scripture Reader  Michelle Spiva Scripture Reader  Aja Lawson 

Children’s Moment Michelle Spiva Children’s Moment  Judy Kemper 

Invitation Doreen Atchley Invitation Maida Williams 

Prayer Jen Miller Prayer Chuck Taylor 

Children’s Church 
Lyn Snowman/Becky     
Wilcoxen 

Children’s Church Caitlin Mason/TBD 

Deacons (prepare) TBD/Allen & Eugenia Deacons (prepare) Zack & Janet/Jake & Carisa 

Counters Jen Miller/Doreen Atchley Counters Chuck Taylor/Don Heller 

Coffee Fellowship Rhonda Morgan Coffee Fellowship Michelle Spiva  
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