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February 2025 F Irs -|- www.cantonfcc.org
Offce Hours Christian Zars s

Monday — Thursday
9a.m.-3p.m.

Church office 309) 647-1363

Children’s Christmas Pageant

On Sunday, December 29th, the kids of
FCC led us in a walk-on Christmas Pag- |#
eant. With the help of some invaluable |
- B adult helpers, over a dozen kids helped ¥

é““ L. tell the story of Jesus' birth as the congre- =

> - gation joined in singing beloved carols to
bring the story to life. It was a joy-filled
™ and creative worship that was finished off
> 4 with a festive coffee fellowship where we §

f“ ' had birthday cake for Jesus' birthday and

e cven sang "Happy Birthday" to our Sav-
ior. Thanks to everyone who made this
wonderful day happen!
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Steve Mason: Pastor
Jessa Wenger: Office Coordinator
Email: contact@cantonfcc.org

Rick Coulter: Building Supervisor
John Davis: Director of Music
Gretchen Fuller: Organist
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Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything wor-
thy of praise, think about these things. As for the things that you have learned and received

and heard and seen in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.—
Philippians 4.8-9

These final words from the Apostle Paul to his beloved community in Philippi are
words of supportive instruction. Focus on the good. Remember what you have heard and
what you have seen that is good. Do the good. Go with God’s goodness.

These words are the foundation for our worship series “Heard and Seen” as we re-
member our calling to hear, see and do the good things modeled by Christ and those early
followers of Jesus. This title is also the theme of the special annual offering we’ll receive for
the “"Week of Compassion” our church’s global disaster relief and recovery ministry. All
month long, we'll be hearing stories and seeing clips from this ministry of how the gospel
compels us to respond today. And I hope what you see and hear compels you to support
this vital ministry.

Some days it seems that the good things Jesus calls us to do and Paul preached
about are pretty mundane—feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, taking our concerns to
prayer so they can come back to us with Christ’s peace. But as we look closer to home, it
seems that maybe these very things can soon be deemed radical or countercultural.

We need not look nor hear any further than the homily given at the worship service
at the National Cathedral by Bishop Marriann Budde as a part of the Inaugural ceremonies.
This worship service is a tradition meant to both be from a specific faith (as the host church
the “National Cathedral” is an Episcopalian congregation) but also to represent the diversity
of faiths encompassed in our country. Often, the sermonic moment is delivered both to the
whole assembly and specifically to the incoming President.

But when Bishop Budde gave her sermon, her words were received as too political,
divisive and unpatriotic. Her words were a cause for national controversy...but what I heard
and saw is a gospel call rooted in our shared faith. I'd invite you, if you haven't listened or
watched it yet, to do so, and to judge for yourself.

And, church, may we discover personally, and

as a community of faith, what it means for us to ? %%Ezﬁﬁ'é
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hear and see the gospel today. And even if it caus-
es us to stand up on our faith and stand out from Enagion
the crowd, may we think about these things, do *
these things and trust that the peace of God will go
with us.

Daotor Steve

Find your Minute at First every
Monday morning.

Information and spiritual formation on Fa-
cebook or in your email.

el FI Watch, like and share! ‘?WPW 1.7
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Luau BINGO

It may be cold outside, but it was feeling
"sunny" and warm inside Canton First

2 Christian Church for Luau Bingo tonight!
Thanks to all who joined us for fun Bin-
‘ go, prizes, fruity snacks and
L B fellowship!
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WE WILL HAVE GAMES, PRIZES, FODTBALL
THEMED CRAFTS AND LIGHT SNACKS AND
DRINKS! WERR YOUR TERM COLORS!!
ALL AGES WELCOME!!!
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Who’s Ready to Help?

The Outreach Committee needs your help to gauge interest if and
when we could do a mission trip to Black Mountain, North Carolina
for recovery work from last year’s hurricane. We would go through
“Be the Neighbor” ministry that blends action, spirituality and
learning, so we can apply lessons in our own backyard when we
return. Full info on the trip can be found at:
betheneighbor.org/black-mountain-nc

Ideally, we would use the church bus for transportation and bring
a maximum of 20 people. Participants would stay at Christmount
Camp cabins and days would be a mix of manual labor and learning
about environmental care and disaster recovery. Middle schoolers
and any adults can go. We have funds to assist costs for individuals
as needed.

We have two options for a trip:
* July 27-Aug 2 for a full week experience and a day of play for
about $500 per person
* Aug 29-Sept 2 for a quick weekend of 3 days working and no play
day for about $300 per person

N

WORSHIVP’ @ONLY SCRATCHES THE SURFACE...

J DIGGING DEEPER
BIBLE STUDY.
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If you would be seriously interested in participating in either trip,
please indicate which one, tear it off and place this in the offering
box (or to the office) by Monday, Feb 10. A deposit of half would be
due by March 1. We need a minimum of 10 participants to go.




Literacy Tutors Needed!

How do you become a
Literacy Tutor?

SRC Literacy will hold free
training sessions for you and
your fellow volunteers either
daytime or evenings.

When do you meet the
students?
Volunteers usually meet with

students once or twice a week

for 1-2 hours while an adult
education class is in session.
Those meeting times may be
in the morming, afternoon, or
evening.

Did you know that 1 out of
every 5 adult Americans
cannot read? They cannot
complete a job application,
read a bedtime story to their
child, or write letters to loved
ones.

« 15 mullion adults holding jobs
today are functionally illiterate.

« /3 of mothers on AFDC are
illiterate.

= B5% of all juvenile offenders have
reading problems.

*  The LS ranks 49th in adult
literacy when compared to other
nations.

« 75% of the unemployed have
inadequate basic skills.

What materials are used?
SRC Literacy will provide

you with a variety of free
instructional materials to use.

Where do you meet with
students?

Volunteers generally meet
with students at a Spoon River
College facility. By meeting

at an SRC facility, tutors

have access to instructional
materials, faculty. and
professional staff.

Does the student pay?
Mo, because of your volunteer
effort, this service is provided
at no charge to the student.

Who are the students?
SRC Literacy will match you
with an adult student age 16
or older who needs help with
basic reading or math skills.

Contact us!

Melissa Koke

Spoan River College, an egual opportuniiy@affinmative action emplaper complies with
appifcable federal amd sfate laws profwbibing ascrimiralion, oluding Tite IX of the
Educational Amendments of 1972 and Section S04 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, It is
e palcy of the College thal no persan, an e basic of race, color, rafigion, sex, nalional
I'.'rﬂ_gl'.l.l"l,. age, disabilily, or valeran's stalus, shal be afscrminaled a_gl'&.\:'ﬁr i Ernfaren, in
Eﬂ’{.ﬂ'&l’fﬂﬂ&lﬂ!ﬂﬂr&\ﬁﬁ arnd activilies, aF i SoiEIians.

i accardance wilh the Stevens Amendment of the Department of Defense
Appropriations 4cf, 1998, Section 51T of Public Law 107-166, 100% of the tofal cost af the
prafect is fnanced wilh federal manay and 68872 of federal fumds Suppart the prafect.
2004 Spoon Rtver Colege (5 an equal aooortunty aifirmative sclion emoioyer thal
campies wilth applicatWe fedgeral and stafe aws prohiiling oiscriminalion.

Taking You Where You Want To Go

Macomb Rushwille

Havana

309-649-6310

melissa.koke@src.edu

o
SPOON RIVER

GOLLEGE
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This is for anyone who wants to
learn what a clergy sabbatical
is, what grant our church is

7 grant and how you can help. §

Grant Application
followin
| Feb 9'|Ih worshipg)

seeking, who is coordinating the 4

“ /\ Program seeks to strengthen congregations by

/L providing opportunities for their pastors to

'@ step away from the demands of daily parish
life and engage in a period of renewal and re-
flection.
“What will make your heart sing?” is a simple
question, but one that pastors and congrega-
tions explore together and design programs to
help their pastors reconnect with their deep
roots and sources of joy in ministry and in life.
We believe that when pastors have the oppor-
tunity to step away from their congregations
and engage in activities that make their hearts
sing, the whole church benefits.

Sabbath rest includes time for pastors to re-
new themselves physically, emotionally, rela-
tionally, and spiritually. Clergy renewal periods
are not vacations; rather, they provide oppor-
tunities for discovering what will make the
pastor’s heart sing through well-planned pur-
. poseful activities. Life-giving experiences—

P strengthening relationships, renewing a sense
* of call, meeting and serving the neighbor in a
new way, finding joy and purpose in a simpli-
ﬁed life, traveling to new lands and unfamlllar territories, creating opportunities where
members of the congregation can exercise their gifts for ministry— are common themes of
these renewal times.

Congregations may request a total maximum award of $60,000. Of that amount, up to
$20,000 may be allocated to the congregational budget for the sabbatical. Proposals are
due March 12. Awards will be announced on August 29. 180 grants are expected to be
awarded to congregations who submit the most outstanding proposals.

What are the selection criteria?

e Clearly articulated vision for what will make the pastor’s heart sing.

e Leave-taking Pastor’s program balances time for rest and reflection with travel, activities,
and time spent connecting with others.

» Budgets are realistic and well-researched.

e Evidence of broad congregational awareness of and support for submitting the proposal.
* Proposals will be evaluated in terms of the renewal program’s feasibility, coherence, crea-

tivity, and potential benefits to the congregation and pastor.

Find out more details at: https://www.cts.edu/cpe/clergy-renewal/

Luncho Learn x& e

Getting Smart, Getting Connected

.....

Discover clarity, X \/K
support freedom and love... ::::::000 %

Date:  Thursday, February 13th
Time: 12:00pm -1:00pm
Location: Baker Rec. Center

940 N. Main St.
Free with lunch provided!
call 309-647-7665 to RSVP

¥ HOSTED BY:
\s  CANTON PARK DISTRICT
\e &
\>  FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Topic - Health & Well Being

Learn from Graham Health
System expert Jake Green about
activities and practices to help
older adults maintain a healthy

lifestyle.




Please Pray For:

Roxanne Slater who was injured during Wis-
consin shooting (Friends of Greg & Barb
Pollitt); Pheobe Raker (recovering from eye
surgery); Cathy Schoonover-Orwig (MS);
Mandy Sipe; Brenda Dilts (Lyn Showman’s
mom); David Lueck (Janet White's nephew);
Brad O'Brien (Sherry Hardy’s friend); Tayvin
Henderson (Friend of Jack Fitzjarrald); Carol
Harmon; Jan Dearing; Kevin Allard (Tad Al-
lard's brother); Sid Smith (Lyn Snowman's
uncle); Liz Pollitt; Blaine Hardy (deployed
overseas); Joyce & Zack Norris; Steve
Moore; Those battling with cancer: John
Brown, Mark Stoneking, Sharon Blair, Brett
Downey, Jason Lasseigne, Bev Lynch, Lloyd
Leezer; Tracy Snowman; Cora Murphey

BECOMING
DEDICATED X

’
?
v ,
Pugsionae SPIRITUALITY

Neville Crossland Feb 1
Shirley Taylor Feb 1
Daryle Coleman Feb 2
Sherry Hardy Feb 2
Lexie Shaw Feb 4
Nathan Bloyd Feb 5
Chris Walters Feb 10
Isaac Mason Feb 12
Brenda Dilts Feb. 13
Marsha Moore Feb 19
Derek Schrodt Feb 21
Olivia Walters Feb 21
Jaiden Walters Feb 22
Laiken Moser Feb 24
Wes Wenger Feb 24
Jo Potter Keen Feb 25
Tate Bryant Feb 26
Bruce Edwards Feb 27
Frankie Kemper Feb 27
Mark & Marla Reneau Feb. 12
Larry & Eugenia Warden Feb. 23
Tyson & Amy Smith Feb. 26

Care Facilities:

At Courtyard Estates: David & Bea
Meeker

At Sunset: Lori Bieber; Ed Ford; Keith
Munstedt

At Renaissance Care Center: Angie,
Bill & Sue




7

Scriptures, Sermons, & Serving Schedules

February 2, 2025

February 9, 2025

Scripture

Greeters

Ushers
Cctw

Scripture Reader

Children's Moment
Invitation
Prayer

Children’s Church
Deacons (prepare)

Counters

Coffee Fellowship

Matt. 25: 31-40

Judy Leitze
Keith Munstedt

Dave Bell

Bill Leitze

Jen Miller
Grant Stephenson
Caitlin Mason

Janet Krulac/Belle Hardy
Dave & Sheila/Michelle &
Amanda

Grant Stephenson/Daryle
Coleman

Judy Kemper

Scripture Phil. 4: 4-7
Greeters Jan & Chuck Taylor
Ushers Mark & Laura Taylor
ctw Video

Scripture Reader Kara Fitzjarrald

Children's Moment Jean Edwards

Invitation Mike Krulac

Prayer Tammy Weaver

Children’s Church Miller Family
Deacons (prepare) Shane & Chris/Shawn & Lyn

Counters Tammy Weaver/Alan Coleman

Coffee Fellowship Amanda & Grant Stephenson

February 16, 2025

February 23, 2025

Scripture
Greeters

Ushers

Ctw

Scripture Reader
Children’s Moment
Invitation

Prayer

Children’s Church

Deacons (prepare)

Counters

Coffee Fellowship

Phil. 4: 8-9
Pheobe Raker
Corey & Jen Miller

Janet Krulac
Michelle Spiva
Michelle Spiva
Doreen Atchley

Jen Miller

Lyn Snowman/Becky
Wilcoxen

TBD/Allen & Eugenia

Jen Miller/Doreen Atchley
Rhonda Morgan

Scripture Phil. 4: 10-13
Greeters Eugenia Warden
Ushers Karen Meade
Ctw Video
Scripture Reader Aja Lawson

Children’s Moment Judy Kemper

Invitation Maida Williams

Prayer Chuck Taylor

Children’s Church Caitlin Mason/TBD

Deacons (prepare) Zack & Janet/Jake & Carisa

Counters Chuck Taylor/Don Heller

Coffee Fellowship Michelle Spiva
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