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April 2024 

 
Office Hours 

Monday — Thursday 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 

www.cantonfcc.org 
  
 

215 West Elm Street 
 Canton, IL 61520 

 
office (309) 647-1363 

 

 
Steve Mason: Pastor                                                                   Rick Coulter: Building Supervisor 
Jessa Wenger: Office Coordinator John Davis: Director of Music 
Email: contact@cantonfcc.org  Gretchen Fuller: Organist 

 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcantonfcc.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1FfwsbL0xKNmPzNOKwrodT_aqKqa6FkV-FSfNYA4YnMjogzAd6qUMd5Hs&h=AT0ejawXYCEWyf-2WO7Xhl48DAcu4NVx0tgjqTR1QruYbK-Hf3rQGAht2edYFThYaQioQ24MltcyhDYIpOThkjmS3eDnDWEhl4G-DmToWBo3KGnm6ZRc3q6I0A
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In time of silver rain,  
the earth puts forth new life again. 
Green grasses grow  
and flowers lift their heads, 
and over all the plain,  
the wonder spreads. 
   Of Life, of Life, of life! 
 
In time of silver rain,  
the butterflies lift silken wings, 
to catch a rainbow cry.   
And trees put forth new leaves to sing 
in joy beneath the sky.   
As down the roadway 
Passing boys and girls,  
go singing, too. 
 
In time of silver rain.  When spring 
  and life 
  are new. 
 --In Times of Silver Rain by Langston Hughes 
 
This is one of my favorite poems by one of my favorite poets.  Each year, it’s lines blossom 
up in my head—even on springs like this that seem a bit stubborn to be sprung!  But I be-
lieve there is something beautiful, something magical, something holy about this season of 
new life, new cycles of Creation and promises of new chances.  No wonder it’s the Easter 
season!  Resurrection is all around us. 
 
In the church, we’ll not only start our discipleship class on Sundays after worship, beginning 
April 7th, for those who are considering wading into the waters of new life; but we’ll also be 
having a camp celebration at the April 21st worship where we’ll bring the spirit of Camp Wal-
ter Scott (our regional church’s camp) to FCC with Camp Ambassadors to tell all our kids 
and youth who are all invited to participate in camp—as well as adults who would like to 
volunteer as counselors—all about the joys of 
church camp!  Then the following Saturday, the 
27th, everyone is invited to lend a hand and join 
in the community clean up day, sponsored by 
the Chamber.   
 
So, whether it’s at church, at school concerts 
and plays, at the beginning of outdoor youth 
sports, the growing evenings; may you experi-
ence the feeling of Resurrection wherever you 
are in this time of silver rain!  

Pastor Steve 

 

  

    

Find your Minute at First every 
Monday morning. 

 

Information and spiritual for-
mation on Facebook or in your 

email.   
 

Watch, like and share! 
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FCC Cares for our Furry Companions with March Drive 
 
Throughout March, folks have been donating items for the Humane Society of Fulton Coun-
ty.  We do this because our pets are such an important part of caring for people and help-
ing us care for the rest of Creation.  We showed love by donating items the Humane Socie-
ty needs (pictured below)—like cleaning supplies, litter, food, pet toys, treats and towels.   
 
Steve, Isaac and Finn Mason dropped off the church donations at the end of the month, 
and the Humane Society team were overwhelmed with gratitude for your inspiring generos-
ity.  Thanks to everyone who donated, prayed, who adopts 
pets or just cares for those canine and feline friends.    

Coffee Fellowship – A “Joyful Service” at FCC 
         By Daryle Coleman 

 
First Christian has a cadre of volunteers who graciously supply coffee and treats after 
church each Sunday.  Would you like to be one of them?!  For those who love hospitality, 
it’s a pretty simple ministry, but a vital one; because during that ½ hour, connections are 
made, friendships are cultivated and the church is strengthened.    
 
If you were to volunteer, you would be a part of a team who rotates hosting coffee fellow-
ship by providing snacks, setting them up and then cleaning up.  Coffee is taken care of 
each week by our custodian, Rick Coulter (thank you, Rick!), and the office makes sure 
there is always ½ and ½, flavored creamer, juice and milk provided in the refrigerator. Cof-
fee fellowship isn’t a contest, nor does it need to be a full meal–what refreshments you 
choose to provide are simply an important way to bring people together in fellowship.  And 
to make sure cost isn’t prohibitive, any coffee fellowship items can be reimbursed up to 
$40/week–simply turn your receipts into the office, if you like.   
 
Additionally, all silverware and serving tools are provided by the church.  So, as host, you 
get to decide if you would prefer to use disposable items–many of which are compostable 
and/or recyclable.  Or if you prefer to help us in our ministry to care for God’s Creation, we 
have reusable mugs, plates and silverware that are easy to clean up in the dishwasher (we 
also have extra pairs of hands who can help with this too!).   
 
The host list is posted on the freezer in the kitchen, to help accommodate your schedule.  
Everyone on the list agrees that they would welcome an extra pair of hands for this minis-
try.  We would love your help and your hospitality.  If you are willing to help lead this min-
istry, please consider volunteering by reaching out to the office and we’ll get you all set up!  
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Come join the women 
of G.E.M.S.  
Thursdays at 10am 
as they study Wayne  
Muller’s book  
“Sabbath”  
about 
restor-
ing the  
sacred 
rhythm 
of rest 
and 

delight. 
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LIVING LEGACY – Phase 2 
 
 

 Your Finance Committee announced on February 19th, 2023, at the worship service 

its intention to advocate and emphasize the Living Legacy Program in 2023.  It was basical-

ly a year to educate our congregation about our Living Legacy Fund and how people can 

become a Living Legacy Partner through a planned gift to the Canton First Christian Church.   

Numerous newsletters and other methods of communication were used throughout the year 

to explain opportunities available.  We finalized Phase 1 with Rev. Matt Rosine, President of 

the National Christian Church Foundation, preaching at our worship service on November 

19,2023.  He also presented a planned giving seminar during coffee fellowship that day. 

 

 Then there was a scheduled hiatus over the busy Advent and Lentin seasons before 

proceeding with Phase 2 of the Living Legacy Program efforts. 

 

 The second phase will be announced in worship on April 7, 2024.  We will be working 

on this phase reminding the congregation about the Living Legacy Program and its purpose 

throughout this year.  Some new information will be provided as well as some of the finan-

cial information concerning our current Living Legacy Fund.  The goal of this phase is to 

create a list of congregates who have made a commitment to the Living Legacy Program 

and have become Partners in the effort. Those supporters will become Chartered Members.  

The effort in this phase will be completed in 

2024 preparing us to move into Phase 3 in 

2025.  

    As always, your prayers are appreci-

ated for this program. 

 

Don Heller, on behalf of the  

Finance Committee 
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Please Pray For:  
The Allard Family on the death of Tad’s 

brother, Ron, and the health of his brother, 

Kevin; Doris Taylor (back surgery @ OSF); 

The passing of Eli McLaren (Josh Kemper’s 

friend); Sarah & Tas in their work at Salva-

tion Army and for all of those w/o safe 

housing; Sid Smith while hospitalized (Lyn 

Snowman's uncle); Margaret Wright; Liz 

Pollitt; Blaine Hardy (deployed overseas); 

Evelyn Hicks; Joyce & Zack Norris; Steve 

Fisher (diagnostic procedures); Those bat-

tling with cancer: Jason Lasseigne, Bev 

Lynch (friend of Daryle Coleman), Lloyd 

Leezer (Marla Hedden's brother), Jessica 

Mayall (Sandy Foutch's niece), Tony Long, 

Ava Leitze; The Stephenson family on 

SueEllen's transplant recuperation; Steve 

Moore; Tracy Snowman; Cora Murphey  

 
At Courtyard Estates: Margaret 
Wright; David & Bea Meeker 
 
At Sunset: Lori Bieber; Ed Ford; Keith 
Munstedt 
 
At Renaissance Care Center: Angie 
Slater; Shirley Harris 
 

Care Facilities: 

April Birthdays 

Harriett Schleich April 1 

Bruce Fisher April 5 

Joe Stone April 5 

Lori Coleman April 6 

Kate Fitzjarrald April 7 

Lyn Snowman April 14 

Trevon Jackson April 18 

Larry Lefferts April 19 

Nathan Taylor April 23 

Stephen Snowman April 26 

Jake Miller April 27 

Carl Fisher April 30 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Amanda & Bret Sipe April 4  

  

  

  

April Anniversaries 
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 Scriptures, Sermons, & Serving Schedules 

4/7/2024-The Story of our Scars  4/14/2024-We are Not Alone  

Scripture John 20.19-29  Scripture Luke 24.36b-48  

Greeters Allen Smith Greeters Kevin & Jan Dearing 

Ushers Corey & Jen Miller Ushers Dee & Denny Doubet  

CtW  Allen Smith CtW  Video 

Scripture Reader  Susan Walters Scripture Reader  Liz Pollitt 

Children's Moment Daryle Coleman Children's Moment Brian Spiva  

Children’s Church  Michelle Spiva & Kathy    
Langlais Children’s Church  

Janet Krulac & Amanda        
Stephenson 

Invitation Alan Coleman  Invitation  Bill Leitze 

Prayer  Chuck Taylor Prayer  Kevin Dearing  

Deacons (prepare) 
Corey & Mark/Judy &   
Susan 

Deacons (prepare) Mark R & Michelle/Tad & Amy 

Counters Alan Coleman/Chuck Taylor Counters Kevin Coleman/Don Heller 

Coffee Fellowship Don & Connie Heller Coffee Fellowship Kevin Dearing 

4/21/2024-Church Camp Sunday 4/28/2024-Fair Wages 

Scripture  Psalm 23  Scripture Matt. 20.1-15  

Greeters Becky Wilcoxen Greeters Pheobe Raker & Ron Rupe  

Ushers Vinnie Cufaude  Ushers Dick VanRossem  

CtW  Video CtW  Video  

Scripture Reader  Eugenia Warden Scripture Reader  Janet Krulac 

Children's Moment Steve Mason  Children's Moment Janet Krulac  

Children’s Church  Jean & Bruce Edwards Children’s Church  Jen & Corey Miller 

Invitation  Doreen Shaw Invitation  Tammy Weaver 

Prayer  Jen Miller Prayer  Mike Krulac 

Deacons (prepare) 
Grant & Amanda/Dave & 
Sheila 

Deacons (prepare) Shawn & Lyn/Shane & Chris 

Counters Doreen Shaw/Jen Miller Counters Tammy Weaver/Vinnie Cufaude 

Coffee Fellowship Paula Grigsby Coffee Fellowship Doreen Shaw  
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