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March 2021
Volume 67, Issue 3

First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
215 West Elm Street
Canton, IL 61520-2496
Church office (309) 647-1363

Office Hours
Monday & Wednesday

8:30 a.m.-11a.m. & 11:30a.m.-4p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday
8:30 a.m.-11a.m. & 11:30a.m.-3p.m.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

9:00 Worship & Children’s Church
10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
10:30 Sunday School

Life Together
The church is a community of believers
that is called to stand together as we seek
to follow Jesus. This is particularly
important in a time of uncertainty and
transition. With this in mind, our focus for
the season of Lent is “Life Together.”
Through this series, which began on
February 21, we are taking a closer look
into some of the important qualities of a
community of faith. This series will
continue through Sunday, March 28. Please
join us either in-person or online each
Sunday at 9:00 AM.

Holy Week
Our observance of Holy Week
will begin with Palm Sunday on
March 28. We will also have
special worship services on Holy
Thursday as well as Good
Friday. Then, of course, we will
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection on
April 4. We hope you will join us
for these special services either
in person or online. Further
information, will be made
available in the coming weeks.
Useful Websites:
Website- https://cantonfcc.org/
Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/Canton-First-Christian-Church-192804694616/
YouTube- https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChlr0uGWtYHF7SUNXg27F5Q
Online Giving- https://engage.suran.com/cantonfcc/s/give/new-gift
Hank Anderson: Pastor
Rick Coulter: Building Supervisor
John Davis: Director of Music

Misti Crossland: Office Coordinator
Gretchen Fuller: Organist
www.cantonfcc.org
Church Email: contact@cantonfcc.org
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From Hank
I have been in a very reflective mood over the past few weeks. Much of that, of course, has
been due to the realization that my time with you will soon be coming to an end. While I
knew that this was coming, it all became very real as I was writing my resignation letter a
few weeks ago. Simply because one knows from the beginning that a situation is
temporary—and rejoices that the church is ready to move on—that doesn’t mean that there
is not a sense of sadness. Deann and I both have so appreciated our time with you here in
Canton. You have been a blessing and support to us in more ways than you will ever know.
While saying goodbye is never easy, I do rejoice with you in the decision to call Steve
Mason as your new settled pastor. As I have said many times, we have been working
toward this moment. And it is wonderful that moment is now upon us. I know that God’s
hand has been in this process and that God will bless you as a church through Steve and
that you will be a blessing to Steve and his family.
I can’t say enough about the leadership of this church. Over the past two and a half years,
I have challenged them to a lot of work—much of it hard work—and they responded
without hesitation. Some even took on extra terms in their position in order to see these
efforts through. I deeply appreciate that commitment.
I have said and will continue to say, I believe that this church is in a solid place for
continued ministry. You have the leadership. You have the vision and ministry plan. You are
on solid financial ground. And the opportunities for ministry in Canton and beyond abound.
Most importantly, you have the presence of God with you as well as the love and grace of
Jesus to share.
We still, of course, have a few more weeks together. I am thankful that I will be able to
celebrate the joy of Easter with you before concluding my ministry here on April 11. I look
forward to sharing these weeks with you.
Grace and peace, Hank
Update from the Board:
The cabinet met in February and the committees
all shared what they have been working on.
There are many exciting things going on in the
life of our church! Through this time, our church
board and committees have been hard at work
planning for our vision and taking care of all the
everyday items. I encourage you to be a part of
the functional committees to help further our
Wise Stewards Followup
vision. I want to remind you of some important
Thanks
to everyone who has returned
dates in the life of our church. Hank’s last service
their stewardship commitment card. If
will be April 11th. Our new settled pastor, Steve
you
have not done so already, there is
Mason, will have his first service on May 3rd. I
still time. You should have received a
will be getting more information and introduction card in the mail the week of February 8.
out as we continue this transition. I continue to
If you did not, contact the church office
appreciate all the prayers surrounding this
and we will get one to you. Remember,
process and know that
that no one but you will see your
God is at work here at
response. The completed card will
FCC Canton.
simply be mailed back to you in about
six months so that you can determine
In Christ,
how you are doing in living out that
Kara FItzjarrald,
commitment.
Board Chair
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CHI RHO
Chi Rho met at the Majestic
Theater on Superbowl Sunday,
February 7th. We had seven
friends join us to watch the Disney
movie Invincible. The message of
the film was to believe in yourself
and your dreams no matter what
obstacles stand in your way. The
kids enjoyed popcorn and soda
with the show. Personally, I was
thrilled that we had any friends
who were willing to brave the cold
and snow to join us! We also
played a game of Superbowl
Squares where our friends Alex W.
and Dylan D. won prizes.
In March we will meet at the
church in Fellowship Hall on
Sunday March 14th at 6pm for
our rematch of the game
Werewolf, some hilarious Minute to
Win It games and some yummy
prepackaged snacks. Hopefully by
mid March we won't have to worry
about snowstorms and subzero
temperatures keeping our friends
away. As always, all middle school
students are welcome to join us
and are encouraged to bring new
friends as well.
-Thanks, Michelle
Through the Week of Compassion, the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) offers
compassionate ministry to a variety of
emergencies and other situations throughout
the United States and the world. This image
gives some indication of the extent of that
ministry during 2020. The Week of Compassion
special offering is being taken this Sunday, but
you can contribute any time. You may include a
note on the memo line of your check or make a
contribution online, https://engage.suran.com/
cantonfcc/s/give/gift/giving-funds, select Week
of Compassion. Thanks for your support of this
life giving ministry.
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News from Outreach
We are excited to start the return to “normal” at our church. We would like to tell you
about some opportunities for the Lenten Season.
Sock Ministry: During the season of Lent we will be collecting socks of all
sizes, colors and designs to distribute to children. There is a box in the
entrance to drop off your donation. After Easter we will distribute to the
local schools, YMCA and YWCA. Another group has given to the Fulton
Mason Crisis. No child in the community should be without good socks.
The Christian Outreach Committee is responsible for “stimulating the congregation’s
interest and cooperation with social agencies of the of the community on behalf of the
church and develop and supervise the church’s program of relief and service”. We will
be having a donation box throughout the year with a different focus each time.
Our visioning statement was presented in 2020. The 2nd and 3rd branch of
the tree challenges us to grow spiritually by giving Joyful Service and
Inspiring generosity. Ministry opportunities will help us to live out the call
of Christ, to reach outside of our church walls, to serve and support our
neighbors and fund other organizations that provide valuable missions to our
community.
We give money to 14 community organizations. We also support 5 regional Disciples of
Christ organizations. Something we have not done for many years is to reach out
beyond our community to go on a mission trip. We have an exciting opportunity. The
Disciples of Christ is planning a mission opportunity in Detroit, Michigan, July 27-August
1, 2021. The workday begins with an assignment and provide the necessary materials
and tools needed for that day. We start no later than 9:00am and ends around 3:30pm
to 4:30 pm. After supper one can relax or socialize in Detroit. Devotions close out the
day. The cost is $180 per person. Meals and lodging are provided. No specials skills are
required. You can register by calling the church office by March 29. A deposit check of
$50 is required. It is refundable until July 15. Please give this opportunity prayerful
consideration. In our Visioning Meetings we felt this was an important ministry for
Canton First Christian. If you have questions, please send me an email. I have a contact
for the project and I will get your answer.
We will not be doing a Palm Sunday meal but will do a special community meal possibly
in June. This is a ministry we enjoy and is needed in our community. By June we
hopefully can have fewer restrictions and can do both dining in the Fellowship Hall and
carry out meals.
Card Ministry. There will be large envelopes on the bulletin board for you to drop you
cards into for distribution to area care facilities. Please put the name of the person on
the card. I will also put up an envelope for Ava Leitze (St. Judes, Memphis). I will
deliver locally to The Loft, Renaissance, Graham Hospital, Sunset, and Courtyard
Estates. Due dates: St. Patricks Day Cards- March 10. Easter Cards - March 26. They
will love your cards (homemade or purchased and this saves you the postage by
bringing to church. It’s a win-win for JOY.
I would like anyone interested in this committee to join us. The next meeting will be
noon-1pm on Wednesday, March 10 at the church.
In Christian Love,
Judy Kemper jkkrn1@gmail.com
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A lot of deep cleaning has taken place around the church over the summer and fall.
Several tables of “give-aways” have been set up in the area between the west entry
& Fellowship Hall. These items will be available until the end of March at which time
they will be boxed up and taken to Helping Hands or Goodwill.
Numerous people have participated in this “spruce up” project over the months in
anticipation of welcoming Steve Mason and his family to First Christian Church! Much
of the deep cleaning and organization has been in closets and storage areas, so not
visible to all. It is hoped that many of the aesthetic changes, which are visible,
enhance our worship
experience as we start
back in person as well
as online.
Thank you to Daryle
Coleman, Laura Taylor,
and Sue Walters for the
lovely Lenten
Decorations throughout
the church.

To First Christian Church,
Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to our friends at
FCC for your prayers and many expressions of
sympathy extended to our family at the time of John’s
passing. We received love and support knowing that
you were lifting us up to the Lord.
Lovingly in Christ, The John Wertman Family
A Note of
Appreciation
Bill and I want to
thank everyone for
their hard work to
bring the Worship
Service to us. I'm sure we would
not be able to "attend" worship
otherwise. Our Deepest Gratitude.
Agape! -Bill & Doris Svob

Online Greeters are
needed! If you are willing
to do a video greeting to
welcome people to our
church at the beginning of
the service, please email
kara.fitzjarrald@gmail.com. There is no
script or certain way to do it, but it is a
great way to welcome old and new friends
alike!
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Update from the Re-Entry Committee:
Resuming in person worship. We will follow much the same format as we
did back in the fall. It should also be stressed that we don’t want anyone
who does not feel comfortable participating in-person to feel obligated to
attend. As a result, we will continue to live stream the service as well.
In order to keep everyone as safe as possible, please note the following:
• Masks will be required throughout the service.
• All entering and exiting will be through the lower west parking lot doors.
• Temperatures will be taken.
• Unless you are part of a group that normally lives together, we ask people to spread out.
Seating will be spaced as it was back in the fall.
• Either bring your own elements for communion or pick up one of the pre-packaged
communion sets in the Narthex. Communion will not be passed.
• Offerings should be placed in the box as we did this past fall.
• Seating upstairs will be limited to 50 people. If there are more than 50 people present, we
will ask others to sit in the fellowship hall where you will be able to see the service on a
large screen television.
• Hand sanitizer and wipes are available throughout the building.
• Please wipe down any surfaces you might touch in the restroom.
• The elevator will be available. In addition to being cleaned before the service, it will be
cleaned after the service starts for use following worship.
• Should the number of Covid cases in the area begin to rise or we are moved into a
different phase, we may cancel in-person worship and resume live streaming only.
We thank everyone for their patience through this time and continue to seek your prayers for
wisdom as we work our way through these challenging times.

Bible Study on the Holy Spirit
We are continuing to study passages from throughout the
Bible to come to a deeper understanding of the Holy Spirit
during our current Bible study. We have already looked at a
number of verses from the Old Testament and have now
moved on to the Gospels. We expect the study to wrap up
before Easter. Two sessions are being offered. One meets on
Monday mornings beginning at 11:00 AM. The second
meets on Tuesday nights beginning at 6:30 PM. If you would like to participate, please
contact Misti in the church office.
PLEASE JOIN US!!!!
If you have ever had a desire to serve on a
working committee of the church – the Worship
Committee is looking for new members. The
Worship Committee helps plan special worship
services and activities that pertain to worship of
the church, as well as, working with the regular service and some special events. If you
would be interested in joining us, please contact Tammy Weaver at
224-4322 or e-mail at tamyfaye@yahoo.com.
The Worship Committee will hold its next meeting on Monday, March 8th at 6:00. At this
time, we will still zoom the meeting.
Many thanks to the wonderful group that has taken on the task of decorating the sanctuary
for our services. They have added so much to making the sanctuary feel warm and inviting.
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Scriptures, Sermons, & Serving Schedules
3/7/2021
3/14/2021- Deann Anderson
Scripture
Scripture
1 Corinthians 12:25-27
Hebrews 10:23-25
Sermon
Life Together: Compassion Sermon
Life Together: Encourage
Children's Moment Randy Weaver
Children's Moment Michelle Spiva
Invitation
Invitation
Chuck Taylor
Mike Walters
Elder
Elder
Kevin Dearing
Bruce Edwards
3/21/2021
3/28/2021
Scripture
Scripture
Romans 13:3-5
Colossians 3:12-17
Sermon
Sermon
Life Together: Humility
Life Together: Love
Children's Moment Jean Edwards
Children's Moment Janet Krulac
Invitation
Invitation
Tammy Weaver
Alan Coleman
Elder
Elder
Mike Krulac
Bill Leitze

Mon, Mar 1
Mon, Mar 1
Tue, Mar 2
Tue, Mar 2
Mon, Mar 8
Mon, Mar 8
Tue, Mar 9
Wed, Mar 10
Wed, Mar 10
Sun, Mar 14
Mon, Mar 15
Mon, Mar 15
Mon, Mar 22
Tue, Mar 23
Sun, Mar 28
Sun, Mar 28
Mon, Mar 29
Tue, Mar 30

11:00a.m.
7:00p.m.
12:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
11:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
12:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.
11:00a.m.
6:30p.m.
12:00p.m.
9:00a.m.
11:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Events & Meetings
Bible Study on the Holy Spirit: Zoom & In-person
Elder Meeting: Zoom & Fellowship Hall
Personnel Committee Meeting: Room 104
Bible Study on the Holy Spirit: Zoom
Bible Study on the Holy Spirit: Zoom & In-person
Worship Committee Meeting: Zoom
Bible Study on the Holy Spirit: Zoom
Outreach Committee Meeting: Room 104
Finance Committee Meeting: Room 104
Chi Rho: Fellowship Hall
Christian Education Meeting: Zoom & Room 104
Board Meeting: Zoom & Fellowship Hall
Bible Study on the Holy Spirit: Zoom & In-person
Bible Study on the Holy Spirit: Zoom
Newsletter Deadline
Palm Sunday (Easter Special Offering)
Bible Study on the Holy Spirit: Zoom & In-person
Bible Study on the Holy Spirit: Zoom

First Christian Church, Thank you for selecting me for this
scholarship. It will help me out paying for books and supplies
throughout this semester. I am currently a construction management
major and playing football at Western Illinois University. These both
are keeping me very busy. College started off interesting so far. With
the COVID-19 pandemic, the University has had strict restriction for
everything. I have been on quarantine multiple tomes, but I have yet to test positive. Again,
thank you all for this scholarship, I am very grateful for it. Sincerely, Jake Smith
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March Birthdays

Prayer List – March 2021

Jan Dearing

Mar. 1

Our prayers and sympathies go out to Marilee Casper and John Osborne Mar. 1
the family and friends of Cara Casper. Cara passed
Dennis Doubet Mar. 11
away on 2/13/21.
Our prayers and sympathies go out to Alma Lee
Wertman, Janet Krulac, and the family and friends of
John Wertman. John passed away on 2/17/21.
Please Continue to Pray For:
Kevin Allard (brother of Tad Allard); Walker Beal (friend
of Daryle Coleman); Gretchen Beaty (friend of Sherry
Hardy); Kent Canevit (friend of Eugenia Warden); Robert
Coyle (father of Connie Heller); Cindy Dodd (sister of Dee
Doubet); Jordan Erskine (great-great nephew of Doris
Taylor); Terry Foland; Rev. Arlene Franks (friend of Bea
Meeker); Crystal Grabel (niece of Denny Doubet); Blaine
Hardy; Lita Harris (daughter-in-law of Jim & Judy
Wickert); Dan Heffern (cousin of Janet Stone); Pam
Hutton (friend of Paula Grigsby); LuAnn Kimbrell
(daughter of Bonnie Harn); Karen Latimer (niece of Karen
Walker); Larry Latimer (nephew of Karen Walker); Ava
Leitze (granddaughter of Bill & Judy Leitze); David Maier
(friend of Marsha Moore); Pheobe Raker; Steve Roberson
(husband of Heather Roberson); Crystal Robinson; Tom
Sandman (friend of Jo Potter keen); Jean Vandergrift
(sister of Deann Anderson); Randy Weaver; Brian
Wheeler (son of Karen Wheeler); Cain Wilson (grandson
of Martha Harr); Jamie Young (friend of Eugenia
Warden); Those not named who are carrying great
burdens. Our world, that where there is strife &
brokenness, God’s light will bring healing & wholeness.

Eric Jarvis

Mar. 12

Mark Reneau

Mar. 12

Mark Taylor

Mar. 12

Elizabeth Clark Mar. 13
Ron Rupe

Mar. 14

Maralee Wright Mar. 14
Derek Spiva

Mar. 15

Cydni Bell

Mar. 19

Bonnie Harn

Mar. 21

Don Heller

Mar. 24

John Davis
Scott
Snowman
Wanda
Carmack
Amanda
Schrodt
Michelle Spiva

Mar. 26
Mar. 26
Mar. 27
Mar. 28
Mar. 29

March Anniversaries
Stephen &
Mareigh
Mar. 3
Snowman

Care Facilities:
At Courtyard Estates-Shirley
At Renaissance Care CenterHarris; Mildred Weber; Margaret Curtis Krock; Angie Slater
Wright
At Sunset-Lori Bieber; Sadie
At Red Oak Estates-Betty Kost;
Tom Neill

Clanin; Edd Ford; Raymond
Lindsey; Shawn Nikula

