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I was born as World War Il concluded.
My father told me of his Army Air Corps e
missions from Burma to China across the 3
Himalaya Mountains. My mom spoke of
meager food rations. They taught me what
it meant to be free of tyranny and free to
experience the American dream. Sharon & |
remember the Civil Rights movement of the
1960s, as our young family was beginningto =
grow. We operated our family business for |
27 years. Our children have thrived. We are
now able to enjoy the great outdoors of
America the Beautiful. We cherish this land
and don’t want to see the dreams that have
so blessed our lives become diminished for
our grandchildren, or for our nation to no
longer be a beacon on the hill. God bless us
to come together at this historic moment.
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Some years ago, | read the western novel,
Riding for the Brand, by Louis L'Amour.
| figured that, if you are riding for the brand,
you should take pride in the brand. | have
I " always loved Lee Greenwood's, God Bless

| Whatisina [N the USA. Like him, “I'm proud to be an
! Grandfather’s American.” Our brand is:
: Heart?

We might consider what | would call
American PRIDE Factors to guide us.

P - Perform with Excellence! =
R - Respect Others! .
I - Investin America!l k)
D - Defend Liberty!
E - Elevate Family & Community! .
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¢Like the big bearsino est, those folks
in Washington are often engaged in power
What isina - struggles and there is contention. We hope
| Grandfather’s they might listen, find common ground,
Heart? K cooperate, and serve the needs of us all.

*We the People must stay safe, keep our
jobs, and pay the rent. We want our children
to be safe, happy, and well educated.

*The Press gives visibility to what's going on,
but they need to help lower the volume.
*Those who live in the forest, the base of the
pyramid, must keep the faith, pray for the
bears...and not allow their differences to
diminish our love for each other as neighbors
and families. RESILIENCE & LOVE are the
words we must heed to see a New Day.

Something tells me that a
honey-poweréd pollinator
is more mira:iys than a
battery-powered drone.
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When in life we face the “perfect storm,” | remember the
Greek legend of the Gordian Knot. There’s an
“unsolvable” problem--a twisted knot of rope that could
not be unraveled until.... Google it and enjoy the story.

Americans are faced with a Gordian Knot of pandemic,
economic jeopardy, civil unrest, climate change, etc.
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There are many dilemmas. We don’t want to wear masks,
but we don’t want to spread disease. Etc. b

Hot weather means wildfires in woodland areas and
floods in coastal areas. BUT, burning less fossil fuel cuts
jobs in coal country and threatens rural towns we love.

Economic shifts cause those in poor urban areas to seek a
way out while those in rural towns seek a way to stay put.
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Our human existence has always required that we the
people be skillful problem solvers and we are. BUT, we
each want what we want and there is conflict. Nobody
wants to be overlooked. We must find common ground--
not point fingers and NOT push each other away. We
must put our heads together. We need all the good ideas
there are. Divided, we fall short. United, we stand tall.
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