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Call Kurt Today! 218.230.2822

KURT PHILION

BAKE SALE 
On Site 

By OSLC Women

Sponsored And Served By Our Savior’s Brotherhood

 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20

FREE Delivery 
To Barnesville 
Shut-Ins 218 354-7644

Handicap Accessible 
Elevator Entrance

Lefse For Sale On Site!
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Adults - $25

Juniors (6-12) - $10
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Lefse And Meatball Supper

were two of the most compassionate 
and loving people. Karen and I are 
extremely proud of those kids! They 
both loved the holidays as kids, so it 
was only natural that the annual toy 
drive be in their memory. It is some-
thing that Karen and I do together to 
honor our beautiful and much loved 
kids.”

Katie’s Roar Christmas Toy Drive 
continues to gain momentum each 

season and has become a part of our 
community’s holiday tradition. With a 
community like Hawley full of warm 
and generous folks, who needs elves? 

“Last year’s toy drive doubled 
from the year before. We �lled up 
two large SUVs and made our de-
livery. With the monies donated, we 
purchased numerous gas cards and 
items off their Amazon wish list,” 
Lisa commented. 

Katie’s Roar Toy Drive is cur-
rently collecting Christmas gifts for 
the RMHC. If you would like to join 
in on the tradition, all you need to 
do is purchase an item(s) from the 
provided wish list �ier and drop it off 
(unwrapped) at one of the following 
locations: Tony’s Super Valu, Valley 
Premier Bank, Bell Bank, and Fill 
Thy Cup by December 1st. 

If you would prefer to skip the 
shopping, but still want to make a 
monetary donation, donate online at 
katiesroar.com or scan the QR code 
on the �ier, and Lisa and Karen will 
do the shopping for you.     

This year, Katie’s Roar invited 
Hawley students to join in the spirit 
of giving and has come up with fun 
incentives to thank them. I mean, 
who knows better than a child when it 
comes to giving another child the per-
fect Christmas gift? For example, how 
many adults know what a Squishmal-
low is, and yet it is one of the top-ten 
trending gifts? However, your child 
does, and they will pick out just the 
right one to go under the RMHC’s 
Christmas tree. 

Hawley Pre-k through sixth-grade 
students are currently competing in 
a challenge to see which class can 
donate the most gifts to Katie’s Roar 
Toy Drive. The top three classes that 
donate the most will win a pizza 
party, fourth place will win ice cream 
treats, and �fth place will win cook-
ies. Hawley High School students are 
also joining in on the fun. The TEAM 
Time class that donates the most items 
will win a Dilly Bar party. 

“Our community, schools, busi-
nesses, and local organizations are 
just amazing and have always been 
so supportive in Katie’s Roar’s mis-
sion. It is very heartwarming to see 
everyone come together. I am just so 
overwhelmed with emotions by the 
love, kindness, and generosity that 
the Hawley community has always 
shown. I am so proud to call Hawley 
my home,” Lisa said. “This annual 
tradition means the world to us be-
cause there is no better feeling than to 
take a tragedy like our families have 
experienced and that the community 
has experienced and make something 
positive arise from it. I know Katie 
and Cole are extremely proud of ev-
eryone coming together to help those 
less fortunate because that is the kind 
of people they were.”  

Follow Katie’s Roar Facebook 
page if you would like to learn more 
about their mission and future up-
dates.     

ROAR, from Front Page 

Created by Katie in 2013 that the family proudly displays 
at the RMHC during Christmas.

Karen Kasin and Lisa Bjorndahl.

Katie's Roar took the generous donation they received from First Interstate Bank and 
used it to sponser a room in the RMHC.

deep moral convictions, and keen 
insight regarding the qualities and 
weaknesses of his fellow man earned 
him the title of Hawley’s Man of the 
Century, according to the “Journey 
Back to Hawley” book.   

In 1955, HLC members built a 
new parsonage and an education 
building with 12 rooms, which they 
dedicated as the “Hauge Wing.” They 
tore down the old white church when 
the current sanctuary went up in 1969 
to house the growing congregation, 
which had jumped from about 550 
to nearly 1,000 during Pastor Turmo 
and Pastor Davig’s tenures. In 1979, 
they installed the pipe organ. 

In 2000, HLC members added the 
of�ce space and fellowship hall.

Over the course of twenty-five 
years, HLC members welcomed 
new babies, watched children grow 
up and get con�rmed, and couples 
marry. They welcomed new members, 
new pastors, and new ministries; ulti-
mately, outgrowing their space.           

In 2021, HLC established a Rise 
Up committee to assess the build-
ing’s needs, including roof repairs, 
HVAC system updates, and address-
ing foundation and water issues. The 
committee also evaluated the church’s 
current ministries with the “guiding” 
question, “Would our community 
notice if we close our doors?”     In an-
swering that question, HLC launched 
a capital campaign called Now Is The 
Time on September 10, 2023.  The 
Now Is The Time visionary team took 
things a step further and dared to ask, 
“What would it look like if we dream 
bigger?”   

In 2023, HLC launched its “Above 
and Beyond” campaign and began 
fundraising to secure the additional 
$313,000.00 needed to start the proj-
ect. One of its biggest fundraisers has 
been the annual Spring Fling and Ba-
zaar. After two years of membership 

donations and ongoing fundraising, 
the church met its goal.  

On July 9, 2025, HLC of�cially 
broke ground on its new build during 
an outdoor dedication service. “We 
did a benediction for the new building 
project led by Mark Haugen and a 
time of remembrance of all the life 
lived in the space. While people are 
excited, there is still that sense of loss 
when you’re tearing down a building 
full of meaningful memories: wed-
dings, funerals, fellowship, and the 
development of one’s faith,” Pastor 
Andrea Paulson shared.

HLC did �nd sentimental ways to 
preserve those treasured memories by 
replacing interior renovations, such as 
the lights and ceiling with repurposed 
materials from the Hauge Wing.

On September 29, demolition be-
gan. “It’s an exciting time. I was here 
when the wrecking ball went through, 
and I have gotten to watch the project 
unfold in real time. It’s cool to see 
the congregation embrace where the 
ministry of the church is going and 
support a project like this. It’s a huge 
testament of the trust they have in our 
leadership teams and belief in what 
we’re doing as a church.” 

It sounds like the goal is to have 
the new addition up and enclosed by 
December. After that, construction 
crews can begin interior work, includ-
ing remodeling classrooms and the 
of�ce area, and creating a community 
space that can be rented for small 
family gatherings. 

“A lot has changed in ministry 
since the 1950s. Kids aren’t interested 
in sitting around tables or sticker 
charts. They want to be a part of 
large, interactive groups. The larger 
rooms will allow us to do ministry 
in that new ministry model, with the 
potential goal of future childcare in 
mind. I have served in a church that 
had childcare, and it was an excellent 

ministry and a phenomenal way to 
use the church building every day of 
the week. It will meet the needs of 
people looking for childcare, build 
connections, and how fun to have the 
noise of kids in the building all day,” 
Pastor Andrea said.  

As companies such as Sellin 
Brothers Inc., Mission Mechanical, 
Opatril Concrete, Gast Construction, 
and Magnum Electric continue to 
build the HLC’s vision into a real-
ity, the church continues to hold its 
weekly ministries and community 
events.   

“We’re making the most of the 
space we have. We’ve moved Sunday 
school classes to the main level and 
into the fellowship hall. The Hawley 
Public School is working with us, 
allowing us to use the commons for 
con�rmation during this season of 
chaos. We had opened our doors a few 
years ago when the school needed a 
place to host summer school during 
their renovations, and now we need it. 
That’s what it means to be community 
partners. During Trunk or Treat, we 
made up 350 tacos in a bag. It’s such 
a fun event! We’ll continue to do 
full ministry and all the things in the 
middle of our construction zone,” Pas-
tor Andrea commented. “Everyone 
who is involved is a part of something 
so much bigger than themselves. 
Fifty years from now, we might not 
be here, but this addition will be, and 
this addition is so much bigger than 
a building project. I’m excited to see 
what’s next for the church.”

HLC gives weekly Tuesday Tours 
of the ongoing construction project 
with pictures provided by Amanda 
Halverson on its Facebook page if 
you’re interested in watching con-
struction progress. 

The goal is to have the project 
wrapped up around Easter. 
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