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Almonte United Church, and
Eastern Ontario Outaouais Regional Council
Sunday, October 18th, 2026

Organ Prelude
Welcome

Lighting of the Christ Candle

One: We light this candle to remind us that God is with us. The
light of Christ burns in the world.

All: Thanks be to God.

Land Acknowledgement

We gather today on the traditional and unceded territory of
the Algonquin Anishnaabe Nation. May we dwell on this land
with respect and peace.

Call to Worship
One: Sisters and brothers, as we gather in the welcome of God’s
love,

as we gather in the joy of our unity in Christ,

as we gather in the power of the Spirit,

let us listen for the voice of God.
All: Let us worship God, who has spoken and still speaks to
those who attend to the roar or the whisper of the Holy One.
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Prayer of Approach (Unison)

Loving God, we cry aloud this day for your guidance. You
have called us into ministry as we follow the pathways that
you set down for us. Grant us, we pray, strength to believe in
your gospel and courage to trust in your Word. We pray that
the ministry of this pastoral charge will be strengthened and
nurtured by your Holy Spirit. All glory and honour are yours,
God most high. Amen.

Hymn: MV # 28 “God of the Bible”

Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Gracious God, as people called to by your presence in the
world, we search our hearts, and ask your forgiveness:

For opportunities not taken

for care not given,

for sorrow not shared,

for joy not celebrated

for love not extended

for those failings we cannot speak aloud,
(pause for a time of Silent Prayer)
Gracious God, we seek your healing grace and ask
forgiveness in the name of Jesus. Amen

Assurance of God’s Forgiveness
As disciples, we no longer need to be burdened by guilt,
no longer need to be bound by fear.
Be renewed through God’s forgiving love;
be open to Christ’s presence in our life.
Thanks be to God.
God’s Word Proclaimed
Emmett Badger: Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 43:16-19
Anthem “Believer’s Prayer”

Gospel Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Meditation: Rev Jennifer Fletcher-Power
Many Gifts, One Spirit



Hymn: MV# 1 “Let Us Build A House”

The Act of Covenant

Affirmation of Faith - A New Creed
We are not alone
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating
who has come in Jesus the word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God'’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hop.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

Presentation of the Minister

Regional Council Liaison:

We are gathered here in the presence of God to celebrate the
ministry and to covenant together for the service of God in this
place.

(At the invitation of the Regional Council Liaison, the new minister,
a member of the Search Team, and the Regional Council PR
Liaison come forward.)

Regional Council Liaison:

We are here to join into a covenantal relationship with God and
between Rev Heather Davies & Almonte Pastoral Charges, and
the wider United Church as represented by Eastern Ontario
Outaouais Regional Council. Although God’s covenant with us
never changes, our covenants with one another evolve as we



seek ways to faithfully deepen our commitment to Jesus and live
into our call to embody God’s love in the world.

Member of Search Team:

After prayerful discernment, and the approval of this community of
faith, we present Rev. Heather Davies, who has been called to
begin a new ministry in the Almonte Pastoral Charge. We believe
that her skills and talents complement our faithful witness, ministry
needs, and our community

Disbanding of the Search Team

Regional Council Liaison:

Would the members of the Search Team please stand as your
name is mentioned. Amanda Pulker-Mok, Jaime Morrison, Sarah
Reside, Terri-Lynn Funnekotter, Dorothy Day, lan Douglas,
Jessica Badger, Sean Norris and Leon Page. The Eastern Ontario
Outaouais Regional Council and the members of this community
of faith would like to express our gratitude to you, the Search
Team, for your faithful service over the past months. Your
commitment of time, faith and discernment has brought us all to
this significant time and place. Thank-you for the completion of
this work.

Regional Council Liaison:

Rev Heather Davies, you are here in response to the need of the
Almonte Pastoral Charge, and by action of the Eastern Ontario
Outaouais Regional Council. We come together to mark this new
relationship among you, the region and the pastoral charge. May
the God who has given us the will to do these things give us the
power and the grace to perform them.

Covenanting Action

Regional Council Liaison:

Heather you are about to undertake a new the ministry in this
place. You, the members of this pastoral charge, are called to join
her in worship, study, prayer and action. We, the Eastern Ontario
Outaouais Regional Council, will be responsible for the support
and accountability of this ministry. Let us ask for God’s grace as
we covenant together this day. Let us pray:



Gracious God, by our baptism you have called us to
Christ’s ministry; pour out your Holy Spirit upon us as
we commit ourselves to work together for Christ’s
name. Amen

Promises of the New Minister

Regional Council Liaison (to new minister):

Do you, in the presence of this congregation, commit yourself to
this new trust and responsibility?
| do.

Will you accept the discipline of United Church of Canada?
I will, by the grace of God.

Together with the Regional Council and its members, will you be
responsible for the support and accountability of the church’s life?
I will, by the grace of God.

Will you accept the support and encouragement of this pastoral

charge and this Region?
I will, by the grace of God.

Promises of the Pastoral Charge

(Members of the Pastoral Charge please stand if able.)

Will you join with Rev. Heather Davies in a ministry of worship,

study, prayer and action within this pastoral charge and the world?
Yes, we will by the grace of God.

Will you support her as she serves among you in this ministry?
Yes, we will, by the grace of God.

Promises of the Eastern Ontario Outaouais Regional Council
(Members representing the Eastern Ontario Outaouais Regional
Council, please stand if able.)

Will you, as representing all of the members of the Eastern
Ontario Outaouais Regional Council, join with Rev. Heather



Davies and the Almonte Pastoral Charge in the ministry that is
both theirs and ours?
Yes, we will by the grace of God.

Will you exercise support for this community of faith as they fulfill
their work and witness through its living faith story?
Yes, we will by the grace of God

Support of Family and Friends

(Family and friends of the new minister are invited to stand if
able.)
As the family and friends of Rev. Heather Davies, do you offer
your love and support to Heather as she begins this new ministry
in this place?

We will.

Presentation of Symbols

Bible
Presenter: Take this Bible. Be among us as one who teaches
and proclaims the Word.

Amen.

Water and Font
Presenter: Be among us as one who baptizes with water in the
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Towel and Basin
Presenter: Be among us as one who serves, as Christ served.
Amen.

Bread and Wine (Plate and Cup)
Presenter: Be among us as one who breaks the bread and
blesses the cup.

Amen.

Keys to the Church

Presenter: We give you these keys as a symbol of your daily
duties and the work of administration; and of this building, a
witness to Christ’s presence in this community. Amen.




Christ Candle
Presenter: Be among us as one who brings the light of Christ to
the community and the world

Amen.

Mississippi River Water
Presenter: Be among us as one nourished by the waters of this
community, as you help nourish this community in turn.

Amen.

Truth and Reconciliation: Medicines
Presenter: Be among us as one who honours the wisdom carried
in these medicines and commits to walking in truth and
reconciliation.

Amen.

Children’s Worship Box
Presenter: The Sunday school offers the church gifts, their
wisdom, their wonder and their questions and are an important
part of the congregation, be among as one who teaches and
respects them and who wonders with them.

Amen.

Food Grains Symbol (mug and rain collector)
Presenter: Be among us as one who sows seeds of faith and
helps this community's harvest feed a hungry world.

Amen.

Social Justice (Globe)
Presenter: Be among us as one who remembers that justice here
is bound up with justice everywhere.

Amen.

Prayer Shawl Presenter: Be among us as one wrapped in the
prayers of this community, as this shawl was wrapped in prayer
while it was made.

Amen.




Regional Council Liaison:

Rev. Heather Davies and the Almonte Pastoral Charge, let all

these be signs of the ministry that is ours and yours in this place.
Amen.

Declaration of Covenant

Regional Council Liaison:
In the name of Jesus Christ, and by the authority of the Eastern
Ontario Outaouais Regional Council, | declare this covenant to be
established.

Thanks be to God!

Let us all rejoice in the covenant we have made.
Amen.

Halle, halle, halle - lujah
Halle, halle, halle - lujah
Halle, halle, halle - lujah
Hallelujah, Hallelujah

Offering

Offering collected tonight, will go to the Mission and Service Fund
of the United Church of Canada for our mission to the whole
people of God.

Prayer of Dedication (Unison)

Holy and Beloved God, We dedicate our lives and all that we
have to the work of life, of love, of peace. Receive our gifts
and lead us in wisdom and courage. In Jesus’ hame we pray.
Amen.

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer

For the world you have created, in all its complexity and wonder
We thank you, Lord

For life itself, for the challenge and the hope

We thank you, Lord

For your Spirit in our lives, spurring us, rebuking us, encouraging
us.

We praise and thank you, Lord

For Jesus Christ, for the life he lived and the life he gives.



We praise you, Lord

For the people of God who have kept the faith, for the church in
our time which stands in truth, for the church of our children, which
is nurtured by grace.

We praise you God. We praise and thank you.

Let us pray for the church and its varied ministries throughout the
world.

(Silence)

Let us pray for this ministry that we have together in this pastoral
charge.

(Silence)

Let us pray for all the activities on this pastoral charge.

(Silence)

Let us pray for all those who are impoverished, sick, sad, lonely
and disturbed in body, mind or spirit that the love of God may fill
all our hearts.

(Silence)

Let us name before God any of whom we have a particular
concern at this time.

(Silence)

Hear us, O God, in these prayers which we offer in Jesus saying
the prayer that he taught his disciples together.

Our Father, who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.

Your Kingdom come,

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the Kingdom,

the power and the glory.

For ever and ever.

Amen.

Hymn: VU #420 “Go to the World”

Benediction



Organ Postlude

Thank you for coming today !
Your donations will be going to the Mission and Service Fund
of the United Church of Canada.

Please join Rev. Heather in the Social Hall for refreshments
and conversation after the covenanting service.




