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Almonte United Church
106 Elgin Street, P.O Box 190 Almonte, Ontario KOA 1A0
Tel: 256-1355  Email: office@almonteunited.com  Web: www.almonteunited.com 
_________________________________________________________   
Sunday, November 30, 2025 10:30 am

ADVENT 1: HOPE


The Musical Prelude

Land Acknowledgement We gather today on the traditional and unceded territory of the Algonquin Anishnaabe Nation.
May we dwell on this land with respect and peace.
 

Welcome and the Announcements 

The Call to Worship and Lighting of The First Advent Candle
One: Long ago, before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah said:
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare, for I am the Lord.” 
All: Let us begin this Advent season with hope in our hearts as we await the coming of God’s Anointed One.
    
The First Advent Candle is Lit

Hymn of Response: 
Hope is a star that shines in the night, Leading us on till the morning is bright. 

Chorus: When God is a child, there’s joy in our song;
                   The last shall be first, and the weak shall be strong;
               And none shall be afraid.     (#7, VU)

Gathering Prayer: (together)
Great God of hope and promise, as we begin this Advent journey together, we pray that your Holy Spirit might truly inspire us in the light of the first Advent Candle, through scripture, song and Sacrament, and all that we do together here, for we pray in the Name of the Holy Child whose arrival we await. Amen. 

Opening Hymn: #29 (VU)” Hark the Glad Sound”

The Children’s Time with Gus and Gloria

Choir Anthem

The Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 2: 1-5

Meditation

The offering is collected-
*Sung Response: MV#191 
“What can I do? What can I bring? 
What can I say? What can I sing? 
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share” x2
                Dedication of Offerings

The Communion Hymn: 457 (VU) “As We Gather”

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer and Holy Communion
As we come to this table, 
we are reminded that this is the table of Jesus Christ, 
a banquet prepared for everyone.
[bookmark: Editing]All who seek to be nourished and sustained 
in their journey of faith,
are welcome here.   
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift our hearts in prayer.
Let us give thanks to God. 
It is good to give God thanks and praise.
Let us pray:
Blessed are you, Breath of hope, 
Giver of all life, 
Source of boundless love. 
Your song of wisdom rang out before the world began;
throughout the ages, your song of freedom has filled us with your hope for a world where:
	those considered last and least are first and most;
violence is overcome by the power of your ancient love; and,
all siblings work together for peace.

You bring our longings to birth,
and send prophets to awaken us 
during this Advent season.
We thank you for those who, like Mary,
	have the strength and courage 
	to give birth to your love in the world;
for those who, like the shepherds,
	dare to seek out the Child of Bethlehem;
for those who, like the wise ones,
	actively challenge violent and oppressive powers.

We praise you that your everlasting light is shown to us
	in birth and in death,
	in life and in life eternal,
	in tenderness and in compassion.
We join in the Advent prayer of all your people,
“O come, O come Emmanuel.”

At this time, we also remember 
all with whom you would have us share your feast.
We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain…
all who are ill or alone…
all who are close to our hearts…
all our sisters and brothers who live with fear, oppression, or hunger…
all whose lives have been blighted by violence, racism, or poverty…
for all whom the world counts as last and least. 

We pray for the church and its many ministries,
for nations as they strive for peace and justice,
In our world.
O God of hope, make this bread the means of our rebuilding,
this wine the source of our transformation,
this table the foundation of our renewal, 
and this community the place of our rebirth. Amen.

At this time, we remember Jesus,
Who on the night before he died,  
took a loaf of bread, 
gave you thanks, broke it, and said, 
“Take and eat; whenever you do this, remember me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup, saying, 
“This is the new covenant; remember me.” 
Gracious God, Breath of peace, 
Make us, while many, one. 
Make us, though broken, whole. 
Make us, despite death, alive. 
And so we pray: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come.
Serving the Bread and the Cup

The Closing Hymn: #481 (VU) “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

Closing Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Extinguishing the First Advent Candle and Benediction
The Musical Postlude

The Singing of “O Canada”

Musical Postlude


[image: 5,157 Football canada flag Images, Stock Photos & Vectors | Shutterstock]


Coping with the Christmas Season
For those who are missing loved ones; lonely, or find no joy in the activities of the season, there will be one sessions: 
Tuesday, December 2nd at 2:00 pm . Our time together will include quiet conversation, candle lighting, and comforting words of peace. 
The Pastoral Care Team has kindly offered to provide tea and cookies. 
These events are open to the Almonte community and anyone who would like to join us in a quiet time of contemplation. 


Sunday, December 7th at 10:30 am: Advent II with the lighting of the Second Advent Candle: Peace.


Christmas Stockings for the Lanark Food Bank[image: Download Christmas, Christmas Stockings, Illustrasion. Royalty-Free ...]  For many of the Food Bank adults, this is the only gift they will receive this Christmas, and they look forward to the wonderful surprises that the stocking brings. If you are able, please fill a stocking with toiletries for either a lady or a gentleman, clearly marked HIS or HERS, and return it no later than Tuesday December 9, 2025The stockings can be dropped off at the Church Office on Mondays between 10 am and 2 pm, 
[bookmark: _Hlk212109842]Tuesdays 10 am -2 pm and Thursdays from 10 am- 2 pm and at Sunday worship. Thank you for your support!

A Christmas Lunch
[image: Noël, Ruban, Houx, Décoration]A community Christmas Lunch is 
being planned for Saturday, December 13th from 11:30 am – 1:00pm.  We are looking for people to help with the posters, set up, food prep, serving and clean up. Anybody interested in helping should contact either Liz Barron at: barronliz1356@gmail.com or Mary   Smiley at: marysmiley1@gmail.com
            We need your help.


Sunday, December 14th at 10:30 am: Our AUC Sunday School and Youth Group will lead the service and lighting of the Third Advent Candle: Joy
What’s On at AUC This Week

Office hours: 
[bookmark: _Hlk187654680]Monday, Tuesday, Thursday from 10 am to 2 pm

Monday to Friday
8:30 Almonte Co-operative Nursery School

[bookmark: _Hlk209431162][bookmark: _Hlk184298962]Monday, December 1
5:30 Taekwon Do

[bookmark: _Hlk174442625][bookmark: _Hlk207014334]Tuesday, December 2
10:00 Mom and Baby Physio Workout
2:00 Coping With Christmas Workshop
6:00 Almonte Embers

Wednesday, December 3
12:45 Carebridge Pilates
5:30 Taekwon Do

[bookmark: _Hlk207015895]Thursday, December 4
10:00 Mom and Baby Physio Workout
6:00 Rhythm & Song Choir
7:00 AUC Choir Practice

Friday, December 5
9:30 Lisa Kmiel Yoga
7:00 Sound Healing

Saturday, December 6

Sunday, December 7
10:30 Sunday Worship 
Sunday School 
Youth Group 
7:00 Lindsey Lambden Yoga
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