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ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

End Of The School Year & Joint Conference Are Near! 

from your IAPT Executive Director—Cheryl Douglas 

While I was eating breakfast the other day, I was reading an article......  Two words really 
caught my eye:  Prideful Ignorance.  Tough words, aren't they?  I guess they caught my eye 
because of something the officiate said at my (very first!) granddaughter's christening three 
days before.  In a nutshell, he said …[The women in our lives guide us.  He said, we don't like 

to hear this....because we are men!  We are tough!  We are strong!  But.....we need to listen.] 

None of us (male or female) would like to think that someone may view us as a person with 
prideful ignorance.  We need to guard against falling into the trap of thinking the way we’ve 
done things is "just fine"....it's worked in the past, so it will work now...we have a "why change" 
attitude.  Don't become the person who scorns people with opinions that differ from your own.  

Always keep an open mind.  Their knowledge may be just what you/your operation needs! 

I know it's tough to consider changing the way you work when it feels like you are being asked 
to complete too many tasks.  When overwhelming work happens, it's easy to want to just 

say...leave me alone until I can get all these things done...I cannot think about anything new! 

In this industry, we cannot claim ignorance of laws or regulations.  We will not be given a 
"pass" when we make mistakes....and no one will listen when we say we didn't know; we didn't 
have the professional development / travel budget to go learn about critical knowledge to keep 
our buses safer.  I know it sounds clique but communicate, communicate, communi-

cate...with your staff, with your other employees, with your boss, with your peers and IAPT. 

IAPT is here to help you stay informed and provides a network of transportation professionals 
ready to assist you.  Use the association as a sounding board.  Ask questions...there is no 

such thing as a dumb question.  And come to the conference week!  REGISTER NOW!!! 

During the conference week, we have the 3-day Joint Conference co-hosted with ISTA (the 
contractors' association) geared for transportation leaders.  IAPT also provides 2-days of Me-
chanic Workshops, a Technician Competition (it's FREE), 2 classes from the NAPT Profes-
sional Development Series (National certification program), and the State Bus Roadeo (new 

schedule this year...it's only 1 day).  We have scholarships available!!! 

The Joint Conference is a LOW-COST way for you and your operation to receive a tremendous 
amount of indispensable information.  This is YOUR OPPORTUNITY to learn ways to reduce 

your operation’s liability, risk, and exposure. 

I hope to see you next month!  Be Safe.  First do what is necessary; then do what is possible. 

TIPS 



  © 2010 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 2 May 2010 

  TIPS Volume 33, Issue 5 

Advertisers 
 

Due to the size of this issue and the resultant large 
table of contents, our advertisers’ locations are listed 
here: 

Accurate Biometrics ..................................... Page18 

Central States Bus Sales .............................. Page 3 

John’s Paint and Body ................................ Page 18 

Inland Power Group .......................... Pages 10 & 21 

Midwest Transit Equipment ................ Pages 8 & 15 

Radilink ........................................................ Page 13 

Southern Bus & Mobility................................ Page 2 

Transfinder..................................................... Page 7 

Zonar Systems .............................................. Page 5 

Message from IAPT Pres, 
Blanca N. Souders 

 

Hello Everyone, 
Time is getting closer to the 
end of the school year.  

How many of you have a plan for the last day of school?  
Do some of you have check-off lists for your drivers?  
Some of the things that come to mind are:  the return of 
keys, the bus being cleaned out of all personal items, 
drivers cleaning the buses.  
 
Some of us will be preparing for summer school; others 
may not have to.  So many people think because sum-
mer is here that we do not have much to do.  We all 
know differently.  We are busier in the summer fixing 
our transportation routes:  getting students rolled up to 
the next grade (and matching the ones who didn't ad-
vance), reconfiguring routes as a result, developing new 
routes or rewriting old routes (all routes must be closely 
scrutinized), and finally, making sure the routes make 
sense and will work/run for the next school year by do-
ing "dry runs" (literally or computer generated dry runs 
or both). 
 
As busy as we are in the summer, I hope everyone 
takes some time to come to the Joint Conference this 
summer.  If you have not had a chance, please look up 
our website www.ilapt.net for information regarding who 
the speakers are and their topics.  Don’t forget to ap-
ply for the scholarships available for districts that are 
lacking the funds to send their directors and mechanics.  
If you have never been to a Joint Conference, now is 
the perfect time to attend and network with your fellow 
directors. 
 
For the safety of all, remind your drivers to stay diligent 
for the remainder of the school year.  This is the time of 
the year where everyone is bouncing off the wall with 
expectations of the last day of school.  Hope to see you 
in Sandwich in June.  Be Safe. 

New Members—Welcome! 
Kevin Rhine, Durham School Services, Belton, MO 
Jack Sattler, Cleveland Tank & Supply, Inc., Cleve-
land, OH 
Tom Tiede, Center Cass SD #66, Downers Grove 

 

President’s 

Desk 

http://www.iapt.net/
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America’s First Line of Defense: 
Early Recognition of Suspicious Activity 

Submitted by Marybeth King, Special Agent, FBI 
 
 
 

Recognizing suspicious events early is our best defense against crime and terrorism.  Everyone is able to do it.  And 

it matters.  We need only look at the past few weeks to see this is true. 

 

On May 1, 2010, a car bomb was discovered in Times Square, New York City.  At 6:34 pm that day, street vendors 

told a New York City police officer of smoke coming from a parked Nissan Pathfinder.  At 7:00 pm the bomb squad 

arrived and police began evacuating Times Square.  Barrett, Devlin, Evan Perez, and Sean Gardiner. "Race to Track 

Clues in Time." Wall Street Journal [New York] 05 May 2010: 10. Print.  Approximately 53 hours later, an individual 

named Faisal Shahzad was arrested as he attempted to leave the country. 

 

Would police have discovered the vehicle were it not for the street vendors?  Probably.  Would they have done so in 

time to stop Shahzad from leaving the country?  That seems less certain.  Shahzad was arrested after his plane to 

Pakistan left the gate.  Moments later it would have been too late.  New York City police department (NYPD) being 

alerted to the smoking vehicle in a timely manner was critical.  The point is that seeing something suspicious, and 

letting someone know, matters.   

 

Not every suspicious incident means a terrorist act is imminent.  Within a week of the attempted Times Square bomb 

incident, citizens observed a man running from a truck, which smelled of gasoline, parked near the John F. Kennedy 

Bridge.  NYPD later determined the truck was empty and did not pose a threat.  Barrett, Devlin, Evan Perez, and 

Sean Gardiner. "Race to Track Clues in Time." Wall Street Journal [New York] 05 May 2010: 10. Print.  Later that 

same week, the NYPD bomb squad was notified of a suspicious package near Times Square.  The package turned 

out to be a cooler full of water bottles.  Associated Press. "New York Remains Cautious." Daily Herald [Lisle, Illinois] 

08 May 2010, sec. 1: 2. Print. 

 

As you go about your day, please be alert to behavior or incidents that appear suspicious or out of the ordinary.  If 

you notice something that appears unusual or ―not quite right,‖ please contact local law enforcement immediately.  If it 

does not require immediate attention, you may always pass the information along to me at marybeth.king@ic.fbi.gov.  

Thank you for what you do everyday and stay safe.  

FBI 

mailto:marybeth.king@ic.fbi.gov
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I can’t begin 
to tell you how 
much we are 

looking for-
ward to the Joint 

 Conference this 
June 22, 23 & 24th in Sandwich.  IAPT 
and ISTA members have worked very 
hard to bring you a great conference 
this year. 
 
Tuesday, June 22 
Some highlights to look forward to are 
the Keynote Speaker, Julie Ewart, 
Senior Public Affairs Specialist, US 
Department of Education.  Someone I 
have been privileged to hear speak at 
the National Conference and who is 
joining us this year is Dr. Linda Bluth, 
the current president of NAPT.  Dr. 
Bluth brings huge amounts of knowl-
edge in all areas of transportation and 
her experience in special education is 
without equal.  I could listen to Dr. 
Bluth all day and hope that a small 
amount of what she knows could 
transfer to my brain. 
 
Also, on Tuesday, Superintendant 
Whitledge will be speaking about 
budgeting and the current anticipated 
cuts in state funding.  Here is an area 
where we all can use any insight that 
is available.  ―Doing More ...With Less, 
Maintaining Safety with Reduced 
Budgets‖ is our theme and a challenge 
for all. 
 
If you’re a golfer, we have a great af-
ternoon planned at the Edgebrook 
Country Club.  If you want to take ad-
vantage of the NAPT-Professional 
Development Series (PDS) Class that 
Vicki Mattson will be teaching in the 

afternoon on Tuesday, we’ve got you 
covered. 
 
End your day with a fun evening spon-
sored by Thomas Built Buses and 
Central States Bluebird Dealers.  IAPT 
and ISTA service awards and those 
who survived the day of golf will be 
awarded. 
 
Wednesday, June 23 
Long time IAPT member and former 
officer Gregg Wilson will be presenting 
a workshop on mirror adjustment with 
a section on child predators.  Espar 
Heating will give a presentation on 
stretching your dollars through 
(engine) idle reduction. 
 
Marybeth King of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation will be on hand to give 
a presentation on community aware-
ness.  Peter Baroni will be presenting 
a workshop on influencing legislatures 
and bills that are currently possible 
that will effect school transportation. 
 
Bill Koch will give a workshop on Cri-
sis Communications followed by our 
Trade Show and luncheon.  Please 
come and visit all of the vendors who 
will be on hand to display their items 
and answer your questions.  Please 
make sure to visit them since they are 
all a big part of our success. 
 
Following the Trade Show, don’t miss 
your organizations' Annual Meetings.  
The IAPT meeting will include the 
elections of new officers.  See the arti-
cle about IAPT elections in this issue 
and plan on attending; it's the only 
way to have your voice heard. 
 

Midwest Transit Equipment and IC 
Bus and their affiliated partners will be 
sponsoring the Wednesday evening's 
entertainment.  We will also honor 
those receiving the Hero Award on 
Wednesday Evening. 
 
Thursday, June 24 
Thursday features the required 
―Reasonable Suspicion Supervisor 
Training‖ by Dr. Donna Smith.  A work-
shop from Human Resource expert 
Linda Vass will follow the DOT presen-
tation.  The presentation by represen-
tatives from the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, Secretary of State, 
and Illinois State Board of Education 
will present updates on what is hap-
pening in the state and will be avail-
able for questions. 
 
Many of you will be heading home 
after this after two and a half days that 
have been jammed full of fun and 
knowledge.  It will be a time to take 
stock of what we will be taking away 
from the conference, such great infor-
mation provided at an extremely rea-
sonable cost, renewed friendships, 
and some great fun provided by gen-
erous sponsors. 
 
Please go to the website www.ilapt.net 
to download registration forms if you 
haven’t already done so.  Pay special 
attention to the announcement regard-
ing available scholarships and plan on 
seeing all of us at the conference. 
 
Respectfully submitted by IAPT and 
ISTA Joint Conference Committee, 
Barb Rizzo, Chairperson 

Your 

Invitation! 
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IAPT is happy to announce the creation of a MEMBERS 

ONLY web page — exclusively for you, our members.  Go 

to www.ilapt.net, then click on the Members Only web 

page. 

 

Here you will find a regularly updated Membership Direc-

tory.  You will also find, as space permits, archived issues 

of TIPS. 

 

Our goal is to continually add to this Members Only web 

page with documents and other useful pieces of informa-

tion.  Let us know what you need!  Check it out! 

From: US DOT NHTSA [mailto:donotreplyodi@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 05, 2010 6:04 AM 
Subject: Recall notice from NHTSA's Office of Defects 
Investigation 
 

You are receiving this message because you have re-
quested to be notified if there is a safety recall regarding 
Vehicles from NHTSA's Office of Defects Investigation. 
Please click on the following NHTSA Campaign ID links to 
view the recall information.  
NHTSA Campaign ID Number : 10V183  http://www-
odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/recalls/results.cfm?
rcl_id=10V183&searchtype=quicksearch&summary=true&r
efurl=email 
 
MAKE / MODEL YEARS :  THOMAS BUILT BUSES / 
2009-2010 
SUBJECT : DASH HEATER ACTUATOR 
Thank you, Recalls Subscription Team, Office of Defects Investiga-
tion (ODI), National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA 

Members 

Only!!! 

http://www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/recalls/results.cfm?rcl_id=10V183&searchtype=quicksearch&summary=true&refurl=email
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Upcoming Election of Officers and Regional Directors 
Submitted by Nancy Popp, IAPT Secretary, Manhattan Dist #114 

 
Board positions are available to current members for a possible five seats at the general 
meeting in June during the Joint Conference.  The general meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, June 23 starting at 4:00 p.m. at Timber Creek Inn & Suites and Convention Center, 

3300 Drew Avenue, Sandwich, IL.  Please read the job descriptions and consider running. 
 
1. Northern Region Director (three year term) — Region extends north of I80 
2. Central Region Director (three year term) — Region extends south of I80 to Springfield 
3. Southern Region Director (three year term) — Region extend south of Springfield 
4. Officer — Treasurer (two year term) 
5. Officer —Secretary (two year term) 
 
Region Director Job Description 
Attend board meetings regularly. 
Participate in committee work. 
Stay informed about committee matters. 
Volunteer and willingly accept assignments and complete them thoroughly and timely. 
Actively participate in annual conference planning. 
Attend the Joint Conference and judge at the Roadeo. 
 
Treasurer Job Description 
Manage finances for the organization. 
Administer financial matters of the organization. 
Provide annual budget for board approval. 
 
Secretary Job Description 
Manage minutes of the meetings. 
Ensure minutes are distributed to board shortly after each meeting. 
Read minutes, correspondence and resolutions at meetings. 
 
The following men and women, who currently hold board positions, have agreed to run for reelection.   

 Incumbent Northern Region Director – Mike Slife 
 Incumbent Central Region Director – Brian Stombaugh 
 Incumbent Southern Region Director – Tonna Percival 
 Incumbent Treasurer – Barb Rizzo 
 Incumbent Secretary – Nancy Popp 

 
Contact a nominating committee member NOW for additional information or to have your name placed on the 
ballot.  Contact either: 
 
 Charlie Semple @ (217) 857-3715 or email:  semplec@ttown.k12.il.us  
 Nancy Popp @ (815) 478-3310 ext. 3 or email:  npopp@manhattan114.org. 

 
If you question whether a board position is right for YOU, each member is willing to answer questions you may have! 

Board 

Elections 
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Operation Lifesaver 
Reprinted with permission from John Henriksen 

 
We would like to help your members become even safer when driving near railroads. I know that many of your members 
have to drive across railroad tracks every day. This can be dangerous especially to your drivers and their passengers. 
Just as a reminder, we offer FREE Operation Lifesaver presentations to association members like yours. These presen-
tations consist of a very important message of how to avoid the hazards on railroad property and at railroad crossings. 
Presentations are free of charge and last from 20-45 minutes depending on the time allowed. 
 
For more information please contact, 
John M. Henriksen 
Regional Crossing & Trespass Manager 
Federal Railroad Administration 
200 West Adams, Suite 310 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312) 353-6203 
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Operation Lifesaver 
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NCST, The National Con-
gress on School Transpor-
tation will be meeting again 
in Warrensburg, Missouri, 

May 15-20, 2010.  The Congress is the cooperative effort 
of the: 
 

 National Association of State Directors of Pupil 
Transportation (NASDPTS) 

 National Association for Pupil Transportation 
(NAPT) 

 National School Transportation Association 
(NSTA) 

 University of Central Missouri 
 National Safety Council 

 
The host for the Congress is the University of Central Mis-
souri located in the almost geographic middle of the coun-
try. 
 
The ―Congress ―formerly known as the ―Conference‖ (the 
name change occurred in 2005) has been meeting since 
1939 to formulate a recommended set of standards for 
school buses. 
 
The Congress meets every five years and publishes the 
National School Transportation Specifications & Proce-

dures.  The Specifications and Procedures contain all Fed-
eral laws and requirements that deal with school buses.  It 
also includes recommended procedures for the operation 
of school buses and the management of school bus opera-
tions. 
 
The State Director of Transportation, Cinda Meneghetti is 
the Illinois Chairperson for the Congress.  Each State is 
allowed a 7 member group for representation at the Con-
gress. These members are chosen by the State Director of 
Transportation and serve for five years in the event there 
is the need to amend the document prior to the next Con-
gress.  The delegates to the Congress are responsible for 
their own expenses. 
 
There will be a change in the rules for the Congress which 
should expedite the debate on the floor at the Congress.  
The work of all of the writing committees will be available 
shortly at the website.  The manual of the operating proce-
dures for the Congress is available for download on the 
website.  There are specific instructions for comment on 
the proposed changes to the document in this manual.  
The major portion of debate on proposed changes will be 
done prior to the Congress through this process. 
 
Anyone with an interest may comment on the proposed 
changes.  Visit the website www.ncstonline.org. 

15th National Congress on School Transportation 
 

Submitted by Barb Rizzo, IAPT Treasurer, Peotone SD 207U 

National 
Event 

Quotable —  

Every interaction with a new person can be a golden opportunity for a new networking connection.  When connecting: 

explore for commonalities, show genuine interest, look for common values and goals, ask open-ended questions. 

~ Peggy Collins 

Good leaders make people feel that they're at the very heart of things, not at the periphery. Everyone feels that he or 

she makes a difference to the success of the organization. When that happens, people feel centered and that gives 

their work meaning. 

~ Warren Bennis  

Honesty is the cornerstone of all success, without which confidence and ability to perform cease to exist. 

~ Mary Kay Ash  

Everything comes to him who hustles while he waits. 

~ Thomas Edison  

http://www.ncstonline.org/
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Note from your Executive Director, Cheryl Douglas 
 
Early this month, many operations, both school districts and contractor companies, re-
ceived letters from the state regarding J48 licenses if any of their drivers currently hold 
such a license.  Some may have missed reading the information because it was included 
in a packet of other driver information.  A few days later, all school bus drivers in the 
state who hold J48 licenses received letters.  Approximately, 3500 letters were mailed to 
drivers.  (The J48 Restriction is listed on a license in the same area as other restrictions 
such as corrective lenses.)  These letters have caused much confusion and resultant 
phone calls to the state.  I called Sharon Elders from Illinois’ Secretary of State office.  I 

received permission to reprint the letter.  I also asked her to confirm the explanation of the discontinuation of the J48 
license.  She agreed it is correct.  Here’s an explanation.  (Thanks Vicky!)  A copy of the letter is located on the follow-
ing page.   

J48  
Licenses 

Submitted by Vicky Rosenthal, Coordinator of Transportation, Valley View Public Schools Dist 364U 

 
Effective January 1, 2011, the state of Illinois will no longer allow the practice of issuing J48 restrictions to school bus 
drivers. All drivers will be required to hold a full CDL/B in order to drive a school bus. Since the written test is different 
for Core Knowledge and Passenger (easier) when applying for the J48 restricted license, some of our drivers may be 
required to retake those two tests upon renewal of their DL. They will be allowed to maintain their J48 licenses until 
their next renewal. At that time, depending on their overall driving record, they will be notified as to what tests, if any, 
they will be required to take. The fee will go up to $60 across the board.  
 
Drivers who renew early, at least one year prior to their expiration date, will be able to have their J48 restriction re-
moved at no additional cost. In other words they will waive the $60 fee in an effort to facilitate a smooth transition. This 
does not mean they will not have to take written tests; that will still be based upon their driving record. 

— J48 Licenses — 
An explanation of what the new state mandate 

means to you and your bus drivers 

From: MENEGHETTI CINDA [mailto:cmeneghe@isbe.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 10, 2010 12:19 PM 
Subject: 2010 Annual SBD Instructor Training 
 
If you plan on attending the 2010 Annual SBD Instructor Training, please go to this website for information and to 
register.  Note:  The 2010 Annual Instructor Training will be held at Yorkville High School, 797 Game Farm Road, 
Yorkville, IL, starting at 8 a.m.  (Yorkville HS is located a little over 7 miles east of the 2010 Illinois Joint Conference 
for Pupil Transportation location in Sandwich, IL...very close!) 
 
The school bus driver program which contains the information for the 2010 Summer Instructor Training Information is 

located at this web address:  http://www.isbe.net/funding/html/student_transport.htm 

The website for all transportation is this: http://www.isbe.net/funding/html/transportation.htm 
 
Bookmark these addresses! 

http://www.isbe.net/funding/html/student_transport.htm
http://www.isbe.net/funding/html/transportation.htm
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Reprinted with permission from IL SOS 
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I was recently notified that toll free service, 

such as the one IAPT has been using, will be dis-

continued effective July 1, 2010.  The service is be-

ing discontinued due to low usage and the resultant 

lack of monies earned by Verizon in Illinois.  Setting 

up a different type of toll free service is cost-

prohibitive.  IAPT has been using a toll free service 

which required a caller to punch in a PIN to be con-

nected to the IAPT office.  This type of service pre-

vented us from being billed for incorrect calls, etc. 

and kept our toll charges low.  Until that date, if you 

need to reach me in the IAPT office, you may use 

the toll free number or call direct (815) 369-2191. 

Cheryl Douglas, IAPT Executive Director 
 

Attention 
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Meet Your Board Member:  Tonna Percival! 
 
Sorry, no pictures of Tonna 

Name Tonna Percival 

Job Title Transportation Director 

District Effingham CUSD #40 

Contact Info: P.O. Box 130 
1610 W. Wernsing Ave. 
Effingham, IL. 62401 
217-540-1491 
Percival@u40gw.effingham.k12.il.us 
  

IAPT Region Southern Region 

Brief description of experience: 21 years working in the transportation field 

District Info (urban, surburban, rural or mix) Mix 

Number of schools in district 
(& # of schools transport students to if different) 

Unit #40 Seven School 
2 parochial School 
1 R.O.E. Alternative School 
1 EIASE Co-op 

Size of district in miles 100 

Number of students transported 2,000 

Grade range in district (Pre-k thru 12); K-12; K-8; 
9-12, etc.) 

Pre-k thru 12 

Parochial students ride district buses? Yes 

If Parochial ride, how many parochial riders? 100 

Summer School students transported None 

Number of buses (including spares) 45 

Types and brands of buses 
 Transit style 
 Conventionals 
 Small 
 Lift equipped 

Conventional Busses: 
Frieghtliner C2 and Frieghtliner FS-65 

Number of daily routes 37 Bus routes 
2 Van Routes 

Does your district run AM/PM routes? Or AM/
Noon/PM routes? 

AM Routes/Noon Pre-School/PM Routes/ After 
School Program Routes 

Routing Software None 

Anything contracted None 
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Meet Your New Board Member:  Mike Reinders 
 

 

Name Mike Reinders 

Job Title Transportation Director 

District Winnebago CUSD #323 

Contact Info: 815-335-2903 reindersm@winnebagoschools.org 

IAPT Region Northern 

Brief description of experience: Started driving bus part time in March 1983 Trans-
portation Dir since June 2004 

District Info (urban, surburban, rural or mix) Rural/small town mix 

Number of schools in district 
(& # of schools transport students to if different) 

5 schools plus dual credit/vocational 

Size of district in miles 99 sq miles shaped like a jigsaw puzzle 

Number of students transported 1200 

Grade range in district (Pre-k thru 12); K-12; K-8; 
9-12, etc.) 

Pre-K - 12 

Parochial students ride district buses? No 

If Parochial ride, how many parochial riders?   

Summer School students transported 3-8 

Number of buses (including spares) 29 + 5 vans 

Types and brands of buses 
 Transit style 
 Conventionals 
 Small 
 Lift equipped 

Blue Bird Transit 
Blue Bird and IC Conventional 
1 Small W/C bus 
5 total lift equipped 

Number of daily routes 28 + vocational 

Does your district run AM/PM routes? Or AM/
Noon/PM routes? 

AM/Midday)PM 

Routing Software Tyler Versatrans RP 

Anything contracted We do contract some special needs off campus. 

mailto:reindersm@winnebagoschools.org
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TRIB 
TIRE RETREAD & REPAIR INFORMATION BUREAU 

900 WELDON GROVE 
PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950 USA 
831-372-1917 • FAX 831-372-9210 

TOLL FREE FROM ANYWHERE IN NORTH AMERICA 888-473-8732 
EMAIL: info@retread.org 

NEWS RELEASE ABOUT TIRES 
For Immediate Release 
PACIFIC GROVE, CA, May 2010  
Contact: Harvey Brodsky, (831) 372-1917 
IF YOU HAD A PROBLEM WITH RETREADS YEARS AGO, OR IF YOU NEVER USED RETREADS BECAUSE YOU 

THOUGHT THEY WOULDN’T WORK FOR YOU, PLEASE READ THIS 
 

  
We know there are many truckers who are afraid of retreads because they either had a problem with retreads years 
ago, or they see tire debris on our highways and think these road alligators are all caused by retreads. (They’re not!)  
  
If you are one of these truckers we want to change your mind, and we are willing to put our money where our mouth is.  
  
HERE’S THE DEAL 
  
Allow us to arrange a tour of a retread plant belonging to one of our members, and if you come away thinking it was a 
waste of your time – whether or not you decide to use retreads – we will make a significant donation to your favorite 
charity, no questions asked. 
  
AND HERE ARE THE DETAILS 
  
We are totally serious. We will send a check to your favorite charity but it must be a legitimate recognized charity. We 
will not ask you why you thought the tour we arranged for you was a waste of time. 
  
WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 
  
We are convinced that once you see for yourself how much care goes into producing today’s top quality retreads, you 
will change your mind about using retreads on your own vehicles. The advances that have been made in retreading in 
recent years are amazing. Improvements in rubber chemistry, fuel-efficient tread designs, non-destructive testing meth-
ods such as Shearography and other ways of inspecting a tire before the retread process begins are nothing less than 
amazing. This is why today’s top quality retreads produced by members of the Tire Retread & Repair Information Bu-
reau have an adjustment rate as low and in many cases actually lower than that of the best quality new tires. But don’t 
take our word for it. Come see for yourself.  
  
YOU HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE AND A LOT TO GAIN 
  
If you do take us up on our offer and you like what you see, you will be on your way to cutting your tire costs by as 
much as 50% and sometimes even more! Since tires are one of the highest costs of operating a fleet, whether it’s a 
fleet of one truck or a thousand trucks, the few hours you spend touring a modern retread plant and learning more 
about the economic and environmental benefits of retreads might turn out to be the most profitable day you will have in 

(Continued on page 23) 
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a long time.  
  
On the other hand, if you do think we wasted your time, your favorite charity is going to be benefiting. 
  
TOO BUSY RIGHT NOW TO TAKE US UP ON OUR OFFER? 
  
Then let us send you our Reputable Retreading CD/DVD packet and you will be able to still see how tires are re-
treaded in a modern plant. But the offer to send a check to your favorite charity only stands if you take the tour in per-
son. 
  
To order our Reputable Retreading CD/DVD packet, along with our Understanding Retreading booklet, please send 
an email to info@retread.org, or call us toll free 24 hours a day at 888-473-8732 from anywhere in Canada or the 
U.S.  Please be certain to include your complete mailing address. There is no cost for our materials and we will NEVER 
share your telephone number or email address with anyone. 
  
STILL HAVE QUESTIONS, EVEN ABOUT NEW TIRES? 
  
Call me during the day at  888-473-8732 and I will be happy to try to help you solve your tire problems, regardless of 
whether you are calling about retreads or virgin tires. My name is Harvey Brodsky and I’m the Managing Director of the 
Tire Retread & Repair Information Bureau and I love talking to truckers. I also drive on retreads on my personal vehicle 
and have been doing so for more than 30 years! I walk the talk. 

SAFETY NOOK  
by Bob McElligott, Northern Region Director, Geneva CUSD 304 

 

DEFENSIVE DRIVING 
 
Skillful operation of your own vehicle is often not enough to avoid accidents.  It is necessary to practice good 
driving techniques, which provide you with a defense against the mistakes of other drivers.  Listed below are 
good practices to follow, even in your private vehicle. 
 
The ―Smith System‖ of defensive driving, as well as good driving practices, consists of the following:  
 

AIM HIGH IN STEERING – look well ahead, size up the situation, get the big picture. 
LEAVE YOURSELF AN OUT – plan an escape route; avoid setting up or getting yourself into hazard-

ous situations. 
MAINTAIN CONTROL – have control of your vehicle at all times; adjust intervals for adverse road or 

weather conditions. 
ANTICIPATE – anticipate the actions and mistakes of other drivers; assume the other driver will do the 

unthinkable; assume the other driver doesn’t see you.  Develop defensive actions for the anticipated 
mistakes of other drivers, students and pedestrians. 

DON’T BE DISTRACTED – keep your eyes and mind on task; don’t talk on your phone (even with a 
hands free phone), don’t even think about texting.  Keep conversations with passengers to a mini-
mum, especially ―spirited‖ ones. 

SIGNAL YOUR INTENTIONS EARLY – let other drivers know your intentions early; don’t make sudden 
stops or turns without warning. 
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of each month to: 
 
Cheryl Douglas 
Executive Director 
IAPT 
PO Box 17 
Lena, IL   61048 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (easiest) 
Tel:  (815) 369-2191 
Fax:  (815) 369-IAPT (4278) 

May home be the place from which 

you launch your dreams.  

  ~ Mary Anne Radmacher   

TIPS is designed, developed 
and published for the benefit 
of its membership.  Original 
articles may not be repub-
lished without the express 
written consent of IAPT. 
 
© 2010 by the Illinois Associa-
tion for Pupil Transportation 

Anyone Know a Hero? 
Submitted by Barb Rizzo, IAPT Treasurer from Peotone SD 207 U 

 
— PLEASE SEND YOUR HERO’S NAME TO US — 
 

The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation is looking for some of our 
everyday heroes. If you know of someone in our industry who has gone 
above and beyond in the performance of their job or someone who, by an act 
of kindness, has made a difference in someone’s life, we want to know. 
 
So often in our industry the headlines are negative.  We all know there are so 
many positive acts that are not recognized performed daily, and we would 
like to change that.  If you have someone in your organization who has 
made a difference, please let us know. 
 
IAPT will be recognizing some of our HEROES at the Joint Conference in 
June 2010. 

 
If you would like to nominate an employee or a co-worker, please send an e-mail to Barb Rizzo at  
peotonebus@prodigy.net with a short description of an incident and/or the reason you believe the 
person being nominated should be considered. 
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