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October 2010 VOLUME 33, ISSUE 8 

 

ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

Happy Halloween! 

Another issue from your former IAPT Executive Director — Cheryl Douglas 

I am happy to announce that your IAPT Board has hired a new Executive Director.  Her name 
is Kathleen Krispin.  Kathleen has written an article introducing herself to all of you.  See page 
14.  Please extend a warm welcome to her and her husband Greg.  Greg has IT expertise and 
will be assisting Kathleen in her new role. 
 
We’ve all been spoiled by the great weather we experienced this fall.  Fall sport trips ran pretty 
much without a hitch.  Farmers were able to get all or almost all of their crops out before this 
Arctic ―hurricane‖ blew all the nice weather away.  It’s difficult to think about it … but winter is 
NOT that far away (as well as Thanksgiving and The Holiday Season...yikes!).  We have an 
article regarding ―Winter Supplies‖ on page 4.  It’s time to get prepared! 
 
After talking with Cathy Allen, IDOT, I decided to include the ―start of school‖ letter from the 
state again.  It contains important information for all school bus operators.  This letter covers 
the topics of cell phones and 2-way radios on buses, Multifunction School Activity Buses 
(MFSAB), GPS devices and bus heaters. 
 
If you haven’t implemented a training program for your teachers, coaches, etc. (non-CDL driv-
ers) of those MFSAB, do it now!  Those drivers are liable if they cause an accident.  You might 
want to consider what my local district has done...any non-CDL driver who wishes to drive the 
MFSAB must correctly drive the bus through a training course which greatly resembles the 
ISOS CDL driving course.  The district used part of a parking lot and painted the course.  Do 
you remember driving the CDL course?  Back the bus 100 feet in a straight line.  Pull up to a 
line and be within a few feet.  Drive around a curve without the duals hitting the curve line.  
Back the bus in a 90 degree angle.  You and those non-CDL drivers may be surprised at how 
difficult the course is for them to correctly navigate the MBSAB through it.  Give it a try.  Thanks 
to Duane Reed, Transportation Director, Lena-Winslow School District for bringing this idea to 
my attention! 
 
First do what is necessary.  Then do what is possible.  Be safe! 
 
======================================================================== 
 
Avoid the trap of assuming that you, alone, have to make every decision you face. It's not your 
job to make all the right calls…your job is to make sure all the right calls get made. 
~ Eric Harvey  

TIPSTIPSTIPS   
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Message from IAPT Pres, 
Blanca N. Souders 

 
Happy October Everyone, 
As all of you are aware 
Cheryl Douglas is no longer 

the Executive Director of IAPT.  I would like everyone to 
welcome Kathleen Krispin as the new Executive Director.  
Kathleen comes with many years of experience and we 
are very fortunate that she has accepted the position. 
 
Can you believe how great the weather has been!  This 
has helped with the sports trips.  With all the planning that 
goes into getting the students home and getting the sports 
trips out, the last thing you want is rain. 
  
We are now well into the school year.  I hope things have 
settled down for everyone.  I, on the other hand, still seem 
to be running backwards trying to get ahead.  Safety meet-
ings are on our agenda.  Because of the lack of space, I 
have to schedule three days to be able to accommodate all 
my staff.  It would be interesting to know how other districts 
do their safety meetings.  Please email us with ideas on 
how you schedule your safety meeting.  It would be inter-
esting to hear what subjects are covered by everyone.   

 
Be Safe! 

 

President’s 

Desk 
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Is it Real or is it Cloned? 
Submitted by Marybeth King, Special Agent, FBI 

 
 

 
 

Many years ago Memorex, which is now a consumer electronics brand of Imation, ran a series of famous commer-

cials featuring a performer recording to a Memorex audio cassette.  In the commercial, the performer sings a high 

note, causing a glass to shatter.  However, a glass also shatters when the recording is played-back prompting the 

question, ―Is it live, or is it Memorex?‖  It is difficult, if not impossible, to determine the difference. 

 

Distinguishing between authentic and cloned vehicles can be just as difficult.  A cloned vehicle is one that has been 

modified to resemble an authentic vehicle.  In an article published by First Observer-Highway Information Sharing 

and Analysis Center (DHS) on March 20, 2009, the author answered the question ―Why should you care [about 

cloned vehicles]‖ with the following remark: 

 

Cloned vehicles are used by criminals because they do not attract undue attention and would often legiti-

mately be in the target vicinity. A cloned service van, emergency service equipment, school bus, ambulance, 

or postal van filled with explosives can sidle up to nearly any event, building or facility with little notice. 

 

Many times it is difficult to determine which vehicles are real and which are cloned.  Pictures in print media were re-

cently published documenting the seizure of two cloned vehicles in Texas:  one vehicle was a cloned school bus filled 

with 4 tons of marijuana, and the other was a cloned DirectTV truck hiding more than $1 million in cash.  John Harris, 

a supervisor at the Highway Information Sharing and Analysis Center, stated, ―When I see a school bus filled with 

drugs, what I imagine is a school bus filled with ammonium nitrate (an explosive).‖  Source:  Booth, William.  

―Drugs in Disguise.‖  Daily Herald.  05 September 2010,  Section 1: Page 13.  Print. 

 

Be aware of the vehicles in your fleet. 

Immediately report any vehicles which are stolen or missing. 

Remove markings on buses prior to auction or sale. 

 

As always if a situation requires immediate attention, contact your local law enforcement directly.  If you see suspi-

cious activity - something that appears strange, out of the ordinary, or gives you pause - please feel free to contact 

me or your nearest FBI office in addition to local law enforcement. 

 

Thank you for what you do and stay safe. 

Special Agent Marybeth King, FBI Chicago, marybeth.king@ic.fbi.gov 

FBI 

mailto:marybeth.king@ic.fbi.gov


  4 June/July 2009   © 2010 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 4 October 2010 

 TIPS  Volume 33, Issue 8 

Winter Supplies 
Submitted by Karen DePorto, Central Region Director, Lincoln-Way Community High School District #210   

 

I know we do not want to think about it, but winter is swiftly approaching.  Before the wind starts howling and the snow 
starts flying, are you sure you have all the winter supplies in stock? 
 
What supplies do you need inside your buses?   Do you have an ample supply of snow brushes and scrapers, window 
deicer, paper towels for those steamed up windows, tissues for the runny noses, and the most important item:  a level-
headed school bus driver? 
 
Every driver needs to keep in mind our number one goal in transportation: Safe transportation of students to and from 
school.  The driver needs to be patient on bad weather days.  Their route may not run on time right to the minute.   Stu-
dents may be slow to get to bus stops (where are those mittens I put away last spring) because they are getting into 
their winter garb for the first time.  Students may be excited with the first snowfall, so it is good to remember, it is not 
that students are careless, they are just carefree kids.  Watch for students playing in the snow.  Although our buses do 
make some noise lumbering down the street, the students are out there having fun, tuning out street noises with their 
giggles and screams. 
 
The driver also needs to be mindful of items hanging from jackets and backpacks even more so in the winter.  Watch 
the handrail that nothing is stuck.  Are the steps free of ice and snow? 
 
The good driver knows all of this.  This is the driver we speak of when we say, ―I wish I had 100 like him/her‖.  It is all 

those other drivers we need to remind of our expectations of winter driving. 
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SAFETY NOOK  
by Bob McElligott, Northern Region Director, Geneva CUSD 304 

 
USE YOUR TOOLS 
 
Professional drivers use all their tools to drive safely.  Always signal your intentions by using your turn sig-
nals, flashers, lights and, if necessary, your horn. 
 
Signal early at intersections before you are turning, but not so early that other drivers don’t know where or 
when you actually plan on turning! 
 
When changing lanes, activate the signal, letting it blink three times and check your mirrors before you begin 
to move across the lane lines.  Keep your eyes moving, refocus your vision close and far, and take that extra 
moment to look twice before you move. 
 
If it is raining, make sure your headlights are on.  The ―running lights‖ on newer buses are not enough be-
cause most don’t activate your tail lights.  Use your strobe if it is foggy.  (NOTE:  Insurance statistics show 
vehicles are less likely to be involved in an accident if the vehicle has its headlights on ALL THE TIME.) 
 
Finally, if you see a driver ready to pull out from a driveway or intersection, make sure that driver ―sees‖ you 
(lock eyes), and ―cover‖ your brake for the unexpected.  The same for a pedestrian.  A friendly ―toot‖ on the 
horn may be beneficial.  
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Federal Register: September 27, 2010 (Volume 75, Number 186)] 
[Rules and Regulations]                
[Page 59118-59136] 
From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access [wais.access.gpo.gov] 
[DOCID:fr27se10-27]                          
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
49 CFR Parts 383, 384, 390, 391, and 392 
[Docket No. FMCSA-2009-0370] 
RIN 2126-AB22 
Limiting the Use of Wireless Communication Devices 
AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, DOT. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUMMARY: The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) prohibits texting by commercial motor 
vehicle (CMV) drivers while operating in interstate commerce and imposes sanctions, including civil penalties 
and disqualification from operating CMVs in interstate commerce, for drivers who fail to comply with this rule. Ad-
ditionally, motor carriers are prohibited from requiring or allowing their drivers to engage in texting while driving. 
FMCSA amends its commercial driver's license (CDL) regulations to add to the list of disqualifying offenses a 
conviction under State or local traffic laws or ordinances that prohibit texting by CDL drivers while operating a 
CMV, including school bus drivers. Recent research commissioned by FMCSA shows that the odds of being in-
volved in a safety-critical event (e.g., crash, near-crash, unintentional lane deviation) is 23.2 times greater for 
CMV drivers who engage in texting while driving than for those who do not.  This rulemaking increases safety on 
the Nation's highways by reducing the prevalence of or preventing certain truck- and bus-related crashes, fatali-
ties, and injuries associated with distracted driving. 

 

DATES: The final rule is effective October 27, 2010. 

Go here for more information  http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-23861.htm 

Federal Ban on Texting 
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CSRS — Otherwise Known as Child Seats 
Submitted by Nancy Popp, IAPT Secretary, Transportation Coordinator, Manhattan School District 114 

 
Many of you know that our youngest riders, infants and preschoolers, must be secured in a child safety restraint system 
(CSRS) when traveling in a school bus.  Child should be rear-facing up to at least 20 lbs. and at least 1 year of 
age.  Forward-facing after 20 lbs. and at least 1 year of age. (Use only to weight limits designated by manufac-
turer)  This is from the website http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/buses/busseatbelt/page01.htm   
 
The US Department of Transportation and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration prepared a publication to 
assist you in correctly securing pre-school age children in CSRS and properly securing the system to a school bus seat.  
Correct usage is key to the safety of all children!  You may find information on products and product recalls on-line.  
The Department of Transportation will tell you of technicians who are available to assist you if you call 1-888 DASH-2-
DOT!  NHTSA’S website is www.nhtsa.dot.gov search CSRS. 
 
One important piece of information I learned was adding knots to shorten length of belt is unacceptable.  The following 
is acceptable; twist the belt 1-3 times to shorten it when using the belt to secure a CSRS.   Note however, some school 

bus seats belts cannot be twisted enough to shorten. 

Most manufacturers advise that CSRS be placed strategically in school bus seats.  Some say the seat behind a CSRS 
must be completely unoccupied unless the student is also in a CSRS.  Death or serious injury can result unless manu-

facturer’s instructions are properly followed.  Look for the labels on the system for student’s weight limits. 

A Few Special Notes –  

There is a life-span for CSRS’ – some as short as 5 years!  You will find the manufactured date on the product ID 

label. 

Replace a restraint if the bus is involved in a significant accident. 

CSRS manufactured for school buses can only be used on school buses, not airplanes or automobiles. 
The KEY component in assuring child safety is properly training personnel on installation and use of CSRS.  Remem-
ber to include drivers, bus attendants, mechanics, parents and anyone who might put seats in or out of a bus in train-

ing.  Again, as stated by NHTSA, ―Correct usage is Key to the safety of all children.‖ 

 

Note from Cheryl Douglas:   

It’s prudent to order any large buses your operation receives with factory installed seats/seat frames and 
seatbelts (at least in the first couple of rows) capable of handling a car seat and its securement.  You 
may not know this but there is a difference.  These seats/frames are stronger.  If your district installs seat-

belts, especially on seats not built for seatbelts, your district assumes liability if something goes wrong. 

My daughter is a Pediatrician at Johns Hopkins.  When we visited her last weekend, we talked about rear 
facing car seats.  She said the latest recommendation is to keep a child in a rear-facing car seat as long as 

the child can comfortably be accommodated that way (when the child is over 20 lbs)…it’s safer. 

http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/buses/busseatbelt/page01.htm
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
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Simple things for safety’s sake 
Submitted by Don West, IAPT, Vice President, Rockford Public Schools 205 

 

If you don’t have a mirror station at your facility, you should put one in.  It is a simple and effective way to make sure 
your drivers have their mirrors adjusted correctly.  If you’ve got the space, permanently paint the mirror station on a 
paved area.  If you don’t have the space, use Frisbees or the tops from those 5 gallon pails of paint the building and 
grounds department uses to mark the football field (FREE). 
 
Another thing to consider when putting in your mirror station is to measure out 15 feet from the front line of your mirror 
station and put in a set of rail road tracks.  Teach your drivers reference point driving.  Show them what 15’, the mini-
mum distance between their bus and the tracks, looks like.  
 
You can also put a mark behind your mirror station for a reference of where the back of their bus is.  This is especially 
helpful for those districts that have double sets of tracks that you may have to stop in between. This will help the drivers 
determine distance to ensure they clear the tracks.   
 
I have included the mirror station set up diagram from the Illinois School Bus Driver Training Curriculum (it’s on page 
28).  Note:  This manual was updated December 2009 so if you haven’t downloaded it recently, go to this web link and 
scroll down to ―Materials Developed‖.  It’s located there.  http://www.isbe.state.il.us/funding/html/student_transport.htm 
 
There is also an Administrators manual but it hasn’t been updated in a while.  Here’s the link for it: 
www.isbe.state.il.us/funding/pdf/transportation_admin_manual.pdf 

http://www.isbe.state.il.us/funding/pdf/busdriver_trainmanual.pdf
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Kathleen Krispin, IAPT Executive Director 
 

 

 

 

 

I’m sitting at my desk, computer in front of me as I look out the window at the beautiful autumn colors of my favorite 

month: October. And I think:  What a wonderful time of year to start a new job! I look  forward to working with you 

as your new IAPT Executive Director. I’ve already had the pleasure of talking with some of you and will have the 

opportunity to meet more IAPT colleagues at the NAPT Conference and Trade Show in Portland. 

 

Since my appointment as Executive Director a week ago, I’ve found my-

self thinking back on the days when my two sons would board the school 

bus every morning, backpacks in tow.  The bus arrived right on schedule, 

the driver was always friendly, and I was always amazed at how smoothly 

everything went. Little did I know then how much planning, teaching, dili-

gence and commitment it took to pull it off! 

 

I’ve worked for many years in both corporate and non-profit positions. 

Perhaps most relevant is the work I did for the National Safety Council, 

writing newsletter and magazine articles on transportation issues and traf-

fic safety while managing the production process. Other positions—in 

television and public relations—made it possible for me to broaden my skills and meet new challenges. 

 

I’ve always enjoyed being part of a team and look forward to working with the IAPT. By the way, please note the 

new mailing address, phone and fax numbers for IAPT: 

 

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 

PO Box 623 

St. Charles, IL 60174 

Phone: 630-513-6565 

Fax: 630-513-6566 

Introducing    
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If we want to 

What Safety Is Really All About 
Reprinted with permission of Jeff Cassell, President School Bus Safety Company 

 

 

Safety is a word that is used extensively. However, in my experience very few people even know what the word 
means. Be safe, safety is our highest priority, safety is number one are statements that many School Bus staff say. 
However, if challenged, they are unsure what the word safety actually means.  The challenge is that most people think 

they already know everything about safety. 

First, let’s start out with what safety is? What do you think the definition of safety is? Stop and think for a moment, and 

do not read ahead. 

Accidents, why do they happen? Unfortunately, this word is used so often in the context that accident happen and no 
one is at fault. No one meant for the accident to happen, so no one can be blamed for it and you cannot do anything 
about accidents – they just happen.  Boy is this wrong. Let’s start with the definition of an accident, what is an accident. 

I believe the best definition is as follows: 

An accident has four factors, it is an unplanned event, that disrupts activity, involves people and is caused.  The last 

factor is the most important, all accidents are caused and if you remove the cause, the accident will not happen. 

Let’s go back to the definition of safety, what was your definition? Safety = Freedom from risk. If you are free from risk 
then you are safe. For example, if you never back up the bus you are free from the backing risk. If we erect a safety 
barrier, then we are free from the risk of falling over a cliff. If we stay back four seconds we have greatly reduced the 

risk of a rear end collision. Sometimes, you cannot remove the risk entirely, but you can reduce the risk significantly. 

O.K., we now know that safety means freedom from risk and that all accidents are caused. What are the risks and what 
causes accidents? The answer to both these questions is the same – unsafe behaviors and unsafe conditions. If we 
remove unsafe behaviors and unsafe conditions, we remove the risks, we remove the causes of accidents and we are 
safe. It’s as simple as that. Safety is a grey subject to most managers, like have a nice day, or be happy. It does not 
have to be, with the above knowledge; we can change this grey subject into a black and white issue so that managers 

and drivers know exactly what to do, to truly operate safely. 

As far as practical, unsafe conditions should always be engineered away. These include safe wheels, brakes, steering, 
tires etc. The use of a crossing gate, correctly fitted mirrors, electric doors, no catch points and many other factors that 
provide the safest conditions possible. Most School Bus operations have focused their attention to the safest conditions 
and usually score high in this important area. Similarly, most operations have focused on being in compliance with 
regulations – OSHA and their state requirements and they feel good that they are in compliance and so they are a safe 
operation and cannot do any more. I contend that complying with regulations is the minimum that school bus operations 

should do, this is only the starting point for a true, safe school bus operation.   

Once you are satisfied that you have corrected any unsafe conditions, you now have to turn your mind to how you can 
remove unsafe behaviors. Unsafe behaviors cause more than 95% of all accidents and injuries, so this is the area with 
the greatest return and is the most challenging to address. We all have built into us over many years PUB’s – Patterns 
of Unsafe Behaviors. These patterns are ways that we have always acted and nothing has gone wrong so far (or per-
haps only once), so we continue with our pattern of unsafe behavior. We also have built into us, our own level of ac-
ceptable risk we are prepared to accept. This differs in every person. The extremes are that some people are happy to 
sky diving or ride a motor cycle without a helmet. Some people will not drive at all, or go out after dark. The rest of us 

fall in between these two extremes. 

BE SAFE! 
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change these behaviors so that we remove the PUB’s and reduce the acceptable risk tolerance level, we need to un-

derstand these factors so we can address them. 

Many of you will know Hienrich’s theory of safety that states that ―for every catastrophe there are 29 minor accidents 
and for every minor accident there were 300 unsafe acts‖. You cannot stop the catastrophe, you cannot reduce the 29 
minor accidents, but you can reduce the 300 unsafe acts. If you reduce the unsafe acts, the 29 minor accidents reduce 

and the catastrophe may not happen.  

Let’s recap. We all desire school busing to be safe. To do this we need to remove the risks. Risks come from unsafe 
behaviors and unsafe conditions. We engineer away the unsafe conditions and now have to focus on the leading 

causes of accidents and injuries – unsafe behaviors.  

To remove the unsafe behaviors, we need to identify exactly what these are and then use good training and education 
materials to educate and persuade drivers and managers why they need to remove these behaviors. These programs 
should clearly cover the consequences of not changing behaviors, especially as the safety of the kids transported is 

directly affected by the changes in behavior.   

Bottom line, safety begins and ends with the driver. 

Jeff Cassell 
President, School Bus Safety Company 

www.schoolbussafetyco.com 

Quotable —  

Making the simple complicated is commonplace; making the complicated simple, awesomely simple – that's creativity. 

  ~Charles Mingus 

Proactive people take the initiative and responsibility to make things happen. They cause action rather than being vic-
tims of circumstance. 

  ~Chris MacAllister 

Patience is the ability to let your light shine after your fuse has blown. 

~ Bob Levey  

Nothing you do for children is ever wasted. They seem not to notice us, hovering, averting our eyes, and they seldom 
offer thanks, but what we do for them is never wasted. 

~Garrison Keillor  

Learn from yesterday, live for today and hope for tomorrow. The important thing is not to stop questioning. 

~ Albert Einstein  

This is a wonderful time to be alive. There have never been more possibilities and opportunities for you to achieve 
more of your goals than exist today. As perhaps never before in human history, you are actually drowning in options. In 
fact, there are so many good things that you can do, that your ability to decide among them may be the critical determi-
nant of what you accomplish in life. 

~ Brian Tracy  

Knowing your peace of mind is up to you, not the world, is the most powerful and secure state of mind you can 
achieve. 

~ Lee Jampolsky  
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TRIB 
TIRE RETREAD & REPAIR INFORMATION BUREAU 

900 WELDON GROVE 
PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950 USA 
831-372-1917 • FAX 831-372-9210 

TOLL FREE FROM ANYWHERE IN NORTH AMERICA 888-473-8732 
EMAIL: info@retread.org 

NEWS RELEASE ABOUT TIRES 
 
 

STILL NOT USING RETREADS?  
THERE MUST BE A REASON WHY 

  
  
In fact, you may have more than one reason. When we speak to truckers at trucking shows or when they call our office 
we hear many reasons why they won’t use retreads.  
  
Let’s look at some of them. 
  
• They are not safe.  
  
FACT: The safety record of today’s retreads produced by top quality retreaders is at least as good as the best 
top tier new tires, with an adjustment rate as low and even lower than many new tires. 
  
• When retreads come apart they tear up my fenders and wiring. 
  
FACT: Using retreads from today’s top quality retreaders will insure that you will have less of a chance of tire 
failure than with comparable new tires. Don’t believe this? Visit a top quality retreader and ask to see his ad-
justment records of retreads versus new tires. You will be surprised.  
  
• I know retreads aren’t for me because I see all that rubber on the road. 
  
FACT: Tire debris (rubber on the road or road alligators) is caused by improper tire maintenance, with underin-
flation being the biggest culprit, followed by overloading, mismatched tires in dual wheel positions, bad tire 
repairs, misaligned vehicles and tires with less than the legal limit of tread remaining. Studies have found that 
much of the rubber on the road comes from tires that have NEVER been retreaded! Surprised? Let us send you 
a copy of a recent NHTSA study confirming this statement. 
  
To blame a retread for rubber on the road is the same as blaming a vehicle for an accident caused by a drunk driver. 
The blame is simply misplaced. 
  
• I can buy some new tires just as cheap as a retread. 
  
FACT: No you can’t, if you are thinking of buying a decent new tire. If you want to buy a no name low grade 
new tire you may be able to come close to the price of a top quality retread, but you should remember that old 
saying, ―Buyer beware.‖ You will get what you pay for and you will be paying for what you get – which is a low 
grade tire that can be the most expensive mistake you will ever make when it comes to a tire purchase. 
  

mailto:info@retread.org
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• Retreads just don’t ride well. 
  
FACT: if you drive on a top quality retread the ONLY difference you will notice is the amount of money you 
have on your side of the table, instead of spending it on higher priced new tires. A retread produced by a top 
quality retreader will perform exactly like a top quality new tire and may even give you more mileage than the 
new tire, with a lower adjustment rate. 
  
Don’t be one of those people who refuse to look at the facts, because if you do you will be spending much more for 
tires than you need to spend. This is true whether you have a fleet of one truck or a thousand trucks. Think about this: 
Practically every major trucking fleet in the world routinely uses retreads, including FED EX, UPS and even the U.S. 
Postal Service. School buses and city buses, commercial and military airlines, taxi fleets, fire engines and other emer-
gency vehicles and millions of other vehicles throughout the world safely use retreads and have been doing so for 
years. 
  
SO WHAT’S THE CATCH? 
  
There is one and here it is. In order to be certain you are getting a top quality retread, whether you have your own tires 
retreaded or you buy an exchange retread when you trade your tires, you MUST deal with a top quality retreader. Just 
as with any other industry, there are retreaders who produce less than the best. Stay away from them. Far away. 
  
HOW DO YOU FIND A TOP QUALITY RETREADER? 
  
Visit our web site, www.retread.org, and go to the Retread Tire Buyers Guide section (http://www.retread.org/Guide/), 
call our toll free number 888-473-8732 or send an email to info@retread.org and ask to have our Reputable Retread-
ing CD/DVD packet and our Understanding Retreading booklet. We will send them along with our latest printed copy 
of our Retread Tire Buyers Guide, with our compliments. 
  
KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 
  
The more you know about retreads the more you can save on your tire purchases, and all without sacrificing safety, 
performance or handling. One great way to convince yourself is to visit a retread factory. We will be happy to arrange a 
tour and we know you will find it more than worthwhile. You have nothing to lose and a lot to gain. 
  
What are you waiting for? It’s your money. Keep it on your side if the table. You will be glad if you switch to retreads 
and so will we. 
  
I’m Harvey Brodsky, the Managing Director of the Tire Retread & Repair Information Bureau and I’ve been driv-
ing on retreads for more than 30 years. I walk the talk. If you ever have a tire question or problem, whether 
about retreads or virgin tires, I hope you’ll call me. I can usually help to get your problem handled. At the very 
least, we’ll get to talk tires for awhile. I can be reached toll free at 888-473-8732 or you can send me an email to 
harvey@retread.org. Let’s stay in touch. 
 
 

-end- 
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School Bus Fatalities and Training 

Submitted by Cheryl Douglas, former IAPT Executive Director 

 
 
If you’ve had the time to read the national news lately, you may have seen there were more school bus fatalities.  I 
cannot stress enough that all drivers need to learn to ―Rock n Roll‖ at any stop.  Basically, this means the driver needs 
to lean forward and backward in his/her seat to see around any blind spots.  Shift from side to side.  Drivers should not 
feel pressured to rush. 
 
In the July/August issue of TIPS, on page 15, Don West, IAPT Vice President from Rockford Public Schools 205, sub-
mitted an article summarizing the ―Can You See Me Now‖ presentation from our Joint Conference.  Go back and read 
the article.  They showed how easy it was to miss seeing a 400 pound man in the Walk Zone. 
 
Statistics from the Kansas State Department of Education’s national survey showed that school bus fatalities have 
risen.  Seventeen children were killed in school bus loading / unloading accidents in the 2008-09 school year. This was 
a huge increase from the previous school year. 
 
I realize your budget has probably been trimmed until it squeaks.  Please remember that The School Bus Safety Com-
pany is still offering their Danger Zone training DVD for FREE.  If you haven’t already done so, go online and order it 
now.  Here is the link:  http://schoolbussafetyco.com/  Scroll down the page until you come to the Free Danger Zones 
Program information. 
 
And if you haven’t already held your student evacuation drills, get them done before it gets too much colder.  Be safe! 

Safety 


