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ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

 

A New Year:  A Time for New Beginnings 

     From Kathleen Krispin, IAPT Executive Director            

 

 

 

Happy New Year!  

 

I imagine by now those of you who make New Year’s resolutions are working 

hard to stick with them. I recently read that most people give up on their resolu-

tions by February 1st. The article also pointed out ways you can escape resolution 

burnout and reach at least some of your goals. It emphasized that the biggest mis-

take people make is taking on too many resolutions at the same time. It’s better to 

start with the easiest resolution first, get a handle on it, and then move on to your 

next resolution (if there is a next one). In other words, think small-not big. Good 

luck! 

 

This month’s TIPS features a Q&A interview with Kathy Furneaux, Executive 

Director for the Pupil Transportation Safety Institute. It suggests ways drivers can 

communicate more effectively with special needs students by focusing on listen-

ing and nonverbal communication skills. It also discusses ways drivers can work 

with parents and teachers to learn more about the students’ needs. In addition, 

this issue of TIPS includes information on a new Special Needs Transportation 

Certificate/Professional Certification now offered by NAPT. 

 

You’ll also find important information on a new plan to gather data on stop arm 

violations in Illinois from Cinda Meneghetti, State Director of Pupil Transporta-

tion. Stop arm violations are a major concern in Illinois and this plan is an impor-

tant step the state is taking to tackle the problem. Your participation in the effort 

to gather crucial data on stop arm violations is paramount to its success. 

 

A reminder: Love the Bus Month is just around the corner. This nationwide pro-

gram coordinated by the American School Bus Council starts on February 1st and 

aims to recognize the critical role bus drivers play in the safe transportation of 

students. Check out the program’s website at www.LoveTheBus.com to find 

ideas on how you can show appreciation for your drivers and get your district 

involved in Love the Bus activities and events. 

T I P S  

http://www.LoveTheBus.com
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Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

 
A Message from IAPT 

President, 
Blanca N. Souders 

 
 

 
A New Year and a New Resolution 

 
I hope all of you had an enjoyable holiday with 
your families and friends. I imagine many of 
you have resolved to successfully keep at least 
one resolution for 2011. Unfortunately, I‟ve 
never had much success in keeping new year‟s 
promises to give up some bad habit, or set a 
new goal and actually reach it. So this year, I‟ve 
made a new resolution: I resolved to make not 
even one. Now that‟s probably the best resolu-
tion I‟ve ever made! 
 
I have a favor to ask of all of you. My district is 
looking into bell schedules, particularly at the 
high school level. As you all know, studies indi-
cate that high school students learn better 
when they arrive later at school. It would be 
very helpful to the committee in charge of re-
searching bell schedules if you would do us the 
favor of sending me your schedules for all three 
levels: elementary, middle and high school. 
 
Please include all the schools you transport for 
and both a.m. and p.m. schedules. I would 
appreciate it if you would send the schedules 
by the end of January. You can email them to 
me at the address below—just click on the link. 
 
Just a reminder: The Joint Conference Commit-
tee is now working on this summer‟s confer-
ence. The event begins on June 21st and gives 
all of us a great way to meet and learn from 
one another. Watch for more information on the 
conference in upcoming issues. In addition, I 
welcome your comments or suggestions for our 
newsletter, TIPS. Your experience and insights 
are a most valuable resource. 
 
Be Safe! 
Blanca 
Blanca.Souders@d303.org 

 

President’s 

Desk 

mailto:blanca.souders@d303.org
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Top 10 Rules for Safe Winter Driving 
By Ryan Gray 

Reprinted with the permission of  

The Thinking Driver Corporation (www.thinkingdriver.com)  

 

Winter driving presents a number of challenges to both you and your bus. Cold weather tests the limits of 
your vehicle‟s mechanical abilities. Treacherous driving conditions test you as a driver. It‟s imperative that 
you and your vehicle be ready for the upcoming challenges of winter conditions. 

1. ACCEPT YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to do all in your power to drive without incident. Do not blame the 

weather for a crash. Be prepared to meet any situation. 
 

2. ADJUST YOUR SPEED TO CONDITIONS. Slow down on wet, snow-covered, or icy roads so you can 

stop in time if you have to. Watch for ice patches, especially in shaded areas, on bridges, and on over-
passes. On compact snow reduce your speed by 1/3. On icy roads, reduce your speed by 1/2. 
 

3. GET THE “FEEL” OF THE ROAD. If you are away from traffic, try the brakes occasionally while driving 

slowly. Find out just how slippery the road is and adjust your speed to the road and weather conditions. 
Never make sudden moves like slamming on the brakes or accelerator. 
 

4. KEEP THE WINDSHIELD CLEAR OF SNOW, ICE, AND FOG. Be sure headlights, windshield wiper 
blades and defrosters are in top working condition. (This also means making sure nothing is blocking 
your heater/defroster vents.) You have to see danger to avoid it. 
 

5. USE SNOW TIRES, TIRE CHAINS, OR STUDDED TIRES ON SNOW AND ICE. They cut stopping dis-
tances and give more starting and climbing traction ability. However, even with the help of chains or 
studs, slower-than-normal speeds are a “must” on snow and ice. 
 

6. GENTLY APPLY YOUR BRAKES TO SLOW DOWN OR STOP. Slamming on the brakes can lock the 

wheels and throw you into a dangerous skid. 
 

7. UNDERSTAND AND USE ABS CORRECTLY. ABS will increase your stopping distance on icy road 
conditions. Gently applying the brakes to the point just before the ABS is activated will reduce your stop-
ping distance. If you feel ABS come on, press down hard on the pedal, look and steer where you want 
you want to go and don‟t let up on the pedal until you are out of danger. 
 

8. FOLLOW AT A SAFE DISTANCE. Keep well back of the vehicle ahead of you in order to give yourself 
room to stop. Remember, without tire chains, it takes three to 12 times the amount of distance to stop on 
snow and ice as on dry concrete. 
 

9. CRUISE CONTROL. Do not use cruise control where the roads might be slick. Cruise control can apply 
power suddenly or at the wrong time and cause a skid or make a small skid uncontrollable. If you have 
the cruise control on and think the road might be slick, use the hand operated controls to turn it off. Tap-
ping the brakes can initiate a skid if the roads are slick. 
 

10. REMEMBER, condensation on the pavement of bridges and over-passes freezes before the rest of the 

roadway. 

http://www.thinkingdriver.com/
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Introducing    

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

Name  Ann-Marie Harland 

Job Title Transportation/Technology/Training Coordinator 

District Wabash Area Development Inc. Head Start 
7 Counties / 23 School Districts 

Phone: 618-963-2387 Ext. 8095 

IAPT Region Southern 

Brief description of experience: Worked for Head Start/Early Head Start for 18 
years—Transportation Coordinator for 3 years. 

District Info (urban, surburban, rural or mix) Rural 

Number of schools in district 
(& # of schools transport students to if different) 

23 schools 

Size of district in miles Unknown 

Number of students transported 530 

Grade range in district (Pre-k thru 12); K-12; K-8; 
9-12, etc.) 

Birth to Pre-K 

Parochial students riding district buses? None 

Email: Hs.tech1@yahoo.com 

Summer School students transported None 

Number of buses (including spares) 20 

Types and brands of buses 
 Transit style 
 Conventionals 
 Small 
 Lift equipped 

Thomas, Collins, Carpenter 
None 
None 
18 
2 

Number of daily routes 10 

Does your district run AM/PM routes? Or AM/
Noon/PM routes? 

AM/PM 

Routing Software None 

Anything contracted Yes—Head Start Home Base with RIDES 

Meet Your  
NEW Board Member 

 
 

Ann-Marie Harland,  
Southern Region Director 
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Q & A with…. 
 
   Kathy Furneaux CDPT 
   Executive Director,  
   Pupil Transportation Safety Institute 

By Kathleen Krispin, IAPT Executive Director 

Kathy Furneaux has been in the pupil transportation field for 29 years and has held practically every position in the 
profession, including aide, bus driver, operations, trainer and transportation director. She teaches nationwide on many 
aspects of pupil transportation, but her focus has always been on children with disabilities—from preschool through 
high school. In a recent TIPS interview, she shared some insights about special needs children and both the  
challenges and rewards they present to school bus drivers . 

 
 
TIPS:  What advice about transporting special needs children is high on your priority list for transportation 
directors? 
 
Furneaux: There‟s no question that persons working in the pupil transportation field are very committed to 
their work and do an amazing job, often under difficult circumstances. But how we communicate isn‟t read-
ily linked with safety. As a result, communication isn‟t a high priority in training programs. That‟s unfortunate 
because communication—both verbal and nonverbal— is a key issue with special needs children. 

 
 

TIPS: What can bus drivers do to foster good communication with special needs students? 
 
Furneaux:  Good communication starts with the realization that each special needs child is unique. There 
is sometimes a tendency to think of special needs children as a category, and to not focus on how each 
student is a different person with different needs. I encourage drivers to step back and observe the children 
for awhile. Spend some time listening to them and observing how they communicate before you start talk-
ing. Then try to engage them in a partnership with you to ensure their safety. 
 
 
TIPS: What can transportation directors do to promote good communication between drivers and special 
needs students? 
 
Furneaux: I‟ve seen many transportation directors get approval for drivers to come to classrooms to meet 
with teachers and parents. This arrangement also gives drivers an opportunity to observe how the students 
interact with their parents and teachers. A parent can provide important guidance on issues like what their 
child‟s fears are and what brings them comfort. Some districts also have drivers review IEP modifications 
with teachers. 
 
 
TIPS: What advice can you give to help drivers maintain good relationships with their special needs stu-
dents throughout the school year? 
 
Furneaux: I would advise drivers to keep a close eye on how they interact with the students. A good atti-
tude and nonverbal communication like eye contact and facial expressions are very important to special 
needs students.  They are feeling what you do, even though they might not show it. Do a self pre-trip in-
spection. Ask yourself: How is my attitude today? Am I ready to start this day with these children? And if 
something isn‟t right, start thinking about ways to fix it. 
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Illinois Anti-Idling Laws 
 

Submitted by Nancy Popp, IAPT Secretary, Manhattan District 114 

Are you aware that diesel exhaust from school buses can pose a significant health threat to school chil-
dren, drivers and school staff? The exhaust from diesel buses contains over 40 toxic air contaminants, car-
cinogens, ozone smog-forming compounds, and fine particulate matter („soot‟). Exposure to fine particles is 
known to cause asthma attacks, heart attacks, lung cancer, strokes, and even premature deaths. At times, 
dirty soot inside a school bus can reach levels ten times higher than the outside air, increasing children‟s 
and staff‟s exposure to harmful pollutants. 
 
The State of Illinois provided some numbers that establish the following: With 18,500 school buses in ser-
vice in Illinois, each of which, on average, idle unnecessarily 1½ hours per day.  If this idling stops, it ends 
engine-emitting pollutants and saves approximately 425 gallons of fuel per vehicle per 9 months. 
 
These facts should be enough to convince a driver to turn off the bus because an engine not running is 
not polluting and is burning no fuel. This means drivers are not only protecting our children from danger-
ous emissions, but are also creating significant fuel savings for the vehicle owner.  But there is a greater 
incentive to turn off the bus:  Illinois has an anti-idling law. 
 
The Excessive Idling Law which went into effect on July 1, 2006 can be located in the Illinois Vehicle Code 
(IVC), (625 ILCS 5/11-1429 new) and the text of the actual Public Act can be found at: http://www.ilga.gov/
legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=094-0845. 
 
The City of Chicago also has an anti-idling law. The ordinance is in section 9-80-095 of the Chicago Munici-
pal Code and can be found at: http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/doe/general/
ESB_PDFs/StandingLimitOrdinanceAsPassed.pdf. 
 
In plain English, the State says a diesel-fueled vehicle cannot be allowed to idle for more than 10 minutes 
within any 60-minute period, with some exceptions. 
 
 

 

School Bus Yellow 
 

Have you ever wondered why school buses are yellow?  
 
Back in 1939, a professor at a teacher‟s college in New York put 
together a conference to establish national standards for school 
bus construction, including the color of yellow for the buses.   
 
Dr. Frank W. Cyr led the effort to come up with a special formula 
of yellow to be used for the buses.  It was originally called National School Bus Chrome, but was later 
changed to National School Bus Glossy Yellow.  
 
The special formula developed at the conference was chosen because the black lettering on that hue of 
yellow was the easiest to see before sunrise. 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=094-0845
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=094-0845
http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/doe/general/ESB_PDFs/StandingLimitOrdinanceAsPassed.pdf
http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/doe/general/ESB_PDFs/StandingLimitOrdinanceAsPassed.pdf
http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/doe/general/ESB_PDFs/StandingLimitOrdinanceAsPassed.pdf
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      Mark Your Calendar: The National Association of State Directors of  
      Pupil Transportation Services (NASDPTS) wants all states to count how 
      many stop-arm violations occur on March 1, 2011.  
 

Each district and school bus contracting company should send their total count of stop-arm violations that 
occur on March 1st to me at cmeneghe@isbe.net.   
 
Our goal is to collect strong data we can use to improve or support tougher federal stop-arm laws. This is a 
major issue and children are being injured (some fatally) almost daily throughout the U.S. because motor-
ists run past either side of school buses with stop-arms displayed. 
 
Rhode Island uncovered some astounding information on this issue.  In 2007, there were 131 bus stop-arm 
violations recorded for all of Rhode Island. In 2009, with just 25 of the state‟s 1400-bus fleet equipped with 
the stop-arm device, the number shot up to 2,187 violations. 

Put a Stop to Stop-Arm Violations  
      

Submitted by Cinda Meneghetti, State Director of Pupil Transportation 

mailto:cmeneghe@isbe.net
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NAPT has just announced that it is now offering a Certificate of Special Needs 
Transportation to its lineup of professional certifications. The program was cre-
ated to encourage individuals involved in school transportation to enhance their 
knowledge about transporting students with disabilities and promote excellent 
leadership skills for the community of transportation personnel serving children 
of all ages with special needs. 
 
 Certificate or Professional Certification 
 

The 32-hour Special Needs Transportation Training can be complete as a stand-alone certificate program 
or used to its highest impact as an endorsement to one of the existing NAPT professional certifications, 
similar in concept to the endorsements offered by the federal government‟s commercial driver licensing 
(CDL) program. 
 
The curriculum has a core of six learning experiences, including a school bus roadeo and trade show of 
school transportation products and services that have been specifically designed with a focus on transport-
ing students with disabilities. The core curriculum is supplemented by eight hours of instruction from the 
NAPT Professional Development Series. All courses will be available in a variety of locations throughout 
the year. 
           Assistance with Mentors 
 
Each program participant will be required to have a mentor/faculty advisor. Your mentor/faculty advisor will 
be approved by NAPT and dedicated to assisting you throughout your learning experience. Program par-
ticipants are encouraged to meet (either in-person or online) at least twice each year with their program 
mentor/faculty advisor. 
 
All individuals participating in the NAPT Special Needs Transportation Training program are required to be 
a member of NAPT and all individuals in this program must pay a not-refundable one-time fee of $25.00 for 
program enrollment. More information can be found at http://www.napt.org.  

 

New from NAPT  
 Special Needs Certification 

Please  

Note ! 

 

More on Stop-Arm Violations 
 

      Submitted by Bob McElligott, Northern Region Director, Geneva CUSD 304 

I have been working with the Kane County Sheriff‟s Police on a difficult stop-arm violation case and they 
supplied me with the attached statute.  I thought you might want to keep it in your files for future reference. 
 
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=062500050K11-1414  

http://www.napt.org
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=062500050K11-1414
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Illinois School Bus Safety Poster Contest Winners 

 
Submitted by Tonna Percival, Southern Region Director, Effingham CUSD 40 

 
I would like to thank all the school districts and private schools that took part in the 2010 Illinois School Bus 
Safety Poster Contest. It was very rewarding to see such a large attendance in Springfield for the October 
winning School Bus Poster presentation. 
 
Now is the time to think about building safety skills at your schools by participating in the 2010-2011 Illinois 
Bus Safety Poster Contest. This month the Office of the Secretary of State will mail guidelines on the  
contest. You can also find information on the contest on the official website at www.cyberdriveillinois.com or 
you can contact me at percival@u40gw.effingham.k12.il.us. for additional information. 
 
 
 

Below is a list of the 2010 Illinois School Bus Safety Poster Contest winners: 
  
 
DIVISION 1 (K-2nd Grade) 
1.  Zoe Huxtable                     Pleasant Valley Elem School       Carole Hanlon, Art  Teacher 
2.  Grace Baedke                  Millstadt Primary Center             Gay Otten, Art Director 
3.  Summer Beckham           J.D. Colt Elementary                     Pam Senjan 
 
DIVISION 2 (Grades 3-6) 
 
1.  Lexi Shepherd                Albion Grade School                 Aline Berger  
2.  Kylei Terrell                      Pleasant Valley Elem                 Carole Hanlon, Art Teacher 
3.  Amanda Flynn                  Anna McDonald School             Nancy Popp  
                                       
DIVISION 3 (Grades 7-8) 
 
1.  Kate McKinney                 Millstadt Consolidated School      Gay Otten 
2.  Madison Bara                   Deer Park Elem.                           Larisa Sarver, Art Teacher 
3.  Jace Peters                       John L. Nash Middle School      Nikki Shifflet 
    
DIVISION 4 (Special Services Students) 
 
1.  Thomas Miller                   Pleasant Valley Mdle School        Carole Hanlon,Teacher 
2.  Elizabeth  Dunfee              Anna McDonald School                  Nancy Popp - Barbara LeMarr 
3.  Elias McVaigh                   Albion Grade School                     Aline Berger,  
         Mrs. Scaret -Teacher 
              
   

Go to next the page to see the winning posters! 

 

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com
mailto:percival@u40gw.effingham.k12.il.us
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Division 3 Grades 7-8 Winners 

 
1st Place 

Kate McKinney 
Millstadt Consolidated  

 
2nd Place 

Madison Bara 
Deer Park Elementary  

 
3rd Place 

Jace Peters 
John L.Nash Middle School  

Division 4 Special Service Students Winners 

 
1st Place 

Thomas Miller 
Pleasant Valley Middle School  

 
2nd Place 

Elizabeth Dunfee 
Anna McDonald School  

 
3rd Place 

Elias McVaigh 
Albion Grade School  

 

Division 2 Grades 3-6 Winners 

 
1st Place 

Lexi Shepherd 
Albion Grade School  

 
2nd Place 

Kylei Terrell 
Pleasant Valley Elementary  

 
3rd Place 

Amanda Flynn 

 

Division 1 Grades K-2 Winners 

 
1st Place 

Zoe Huxtable 
Pleasant Valley Elementary  

 
2nd Place 

Grace Baedke 
Millstadt Primary Center  

 
3rd Place 

Summer Beckham 

 

2010 Poster Contest Winners 
Courtesy of  www.Cyberdriveillinois.com 
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Save the 
Dates! 

Location:  Sandwich, IL 
         Timber Creek Inn & Suites and Convention Center 
         

Contact:  Kathleen Krispin, IAPT Executive Director 
       Email: email@ilapt.net   Phone:  630-513-6565 

2011 ILLINOIS JOINT CONFERENCE  
FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

June 21-23, 2011 
(IL State Bus Roadeo: June 24) 

 

The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation and the Illinois 
State Transportation Association invite all those involved in  

Illinois school bus transportation to join us for the  
28th Annual Joint Conference. 

W 
hen do you as a safety trainer know when your topic of safety has been covered sufficiently with 
your drivers?  The answer is never.  That‟s because you can‟t stress safety enough when it comes 
to transporting children.  Recently, a driver in the southern region of Illinois was able to use a 

safety driving skill she learned in her initial class and at a safety training meeting to save the lives of stu-
dents on her school bus. 
 
The safety skill she used was checking and adjusting all mirrors for maximum visibility before operating the 
vehicle.  As it states in the Illinois School Bus Driver Training Curriculum, your mirror system will provide an 
excellent source of protection for passengers in the bus, pedestrians, and other motorists, when you can 
adequately view the movement of traffic and pedestrians and monitor blind spots. 
 
This driver had just unloaded a student at a designated bus stop while doing her mirror check of the danger 
zone (death zone) before moving back into the flow of traffic.  She saw in the overhead mirror a van coming 
behind her at high speed and could tell that it was not going to slow or stop.  The quick action of the driver, 
who accelerated forward, lessened the impact of a stopped service truck behind the bus when it was hit by 
the approaching speeding vehicle.   
 
What would have happened if this driver had failed to learn the skills of operating a school bus and had 
failed to follow the guidelines taught in safety training classes and safety meetings?  We as directors, train-
ers, drivers, and administrators can only think of the “what if‟s”. What if this driver had not taken the time to 
check the mirrors and had not used calm, quick thinking at the time of the accident?  As a director, I hate to 
think of what could have happened. 
 
So, at your next training session, don‟t think you‟re preaching to the choir when you repeat proper use of 
mirror adjustment or school bus operation.  When it comes to saving the lives of students, you need to rein-
force the idea of what could happen...and you can never do it too much. 
 

Safety Training (Again..and Again) 
 

Submitted by Tonna Percival, Southern Region Director, Effingham CUSD 40 
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Pick one up, bend it till it breaks, and you'll see. 

Paper clips and tires have one thing in common. They are both designed to perform a specific job, and when 
they are not abused they will perform that job well. Nearly all of us at one time or another have idly toyed 
with a paper clip by bending it and changing its shape. If the paper clip is misused long enough it will break 
at the bend point, and when it does we can feel heat at that point immediately after the break. 
 

What has happened here? 

We have asked the paper clip to do what it was NEVER designed to do, thereby causing a "failure." No one 
really knows the life of a paper clip that has not been abused -- maybe 1000 years! 
 

So what does this have to do with tires? 

A tire is also designed to do a specific job and it does it by carrying the amount of air specified by the manu-
facturer. New tire manufacturers spend millions of dollars designing tires to perform throughout their life cy-
cle (not 1000 years like a paper clip, but a long time when properly maintained). If the tire is run underin-
flated, overloaded, or otherwise abused, it will not deliver the trouble free mileage it was designed to do. Just 
like the paper clip, it will fail before its time.  
 

What can you do? 

The answer is really very simple but like the old saying, it's simple but it's not easy. You just have to take the 
time to check your tires on a regular basis for proper inflation. You MUST use a properly calibrated tire 
gauge! Once you get into the habit you will find that your tire problems will be greatly reduced and you will no 
longer be spending serious money on your tire purchases AND you will greatly reduce the amount of down-
time you spend during those $500 roadside service calls!  
 

Isn't this worth a few minutes of your time? 

FREE video: PRE-TRIP INSPECTION TO MAXIMIZE TIRE PERFORMANCE,  
is available from TRIB.  
 
(See Videos Available from TRIB.)  

 

What Does A Paper Clip Have To Do With Proper Tire Inflation? 

 

http://www.retread.org/Videos/
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 SAFETY NOOK    

    by Bob McElligott, Northern Region Director, Geneva CUSD 304 

 

      WINTER DOLDRUMS 
 

During the cold weather, most people aren‟t as active as during warmer weather.  Thus, it is 
even more important to pay attention to your nutrition and exercise.   
 
Exercise during the day is the best guarantee of a good night‟s sleep.  At a minimum, try to walk 
each day; that effort, done day after day, will burn off calories, increase your metabolism and 
prepare your body for a good night‟s sleep and stave off fatigue.   
 
Fatigue is caused by a combination of factors:  poor 
diet, inadequate rest, disrupted sleep, and general 
stress. 
 
You can manage your appetite and enhance the bene-

fits of exercise by eating a variety of healthy snacks 

several times a day (fruit, raisins, low salt pretzels, nuts, 

and granola bars, to name a few).  Try to eat just 

enough to satisfy, but not enough to make you feel full.  

You should be only moderately hungry by meal time. 

Remember, if you exercise, you will be burning more calories, giving you the option of enjoying 

a few more calories of something that you really like! 

Did You Know…? 

Reprinted with permission from School Bus Information Clearinghouse 

 
 

 School buses provide approximately 10-billion student trips per year:  8.8 billion to-and-from-school 

trips and an estimated 1.2 billion activity trips. 
 

 In contrast, transit buses provide only about 5.2 billion unlinked (getting to a destination using a single 

bus instead of multiple connections) passenger trips each year in the U.S. 
 

 Yellow school buses are a great American success story, with a safety record that is unequaled in the 

transportation industry.  Consider these comparisons per 100,000,000 passenger miles: 
 

Passenger Cars:   0.94 Deaths 
Scheduled Airlines: 0.06 Deaths 
Passenger Trains: 0.04 Deaths 
School Buses: 0.01 Deaths 
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School Bus Drivers Nationwide to be Honored for Safe, Reliable Service  
during “Love The Bus” Month 

 

Washington, D.C. (February, 2011) - Thousands of school children across the country are making  
Valentine‟s cards for someone extra special in their lives this year—their school bus drivers.  To thank the 
men and women who take more than 26 million children safely to schools each day, the American School 
Bus Council (ASBC) is encouraging students, parents and teachers to “love the bus” in February and  
recognize their school bus drivers. 
 
The Love The Bus program, founded in 2007 and coordinated by the ASBC, is celebrated on Valentine‟s 
Day and throughout February in school districts across the country as a way to raise awareness and  
appreciation for the hundreds of thousands of school bus drivers who safely transport children to and from 
school each day on 480,000 buses, the largest and safest transportation system in the country. 
 
“School bus drivers play a critical role in the lives and educations of the nation‟s students and the Love the 
Bus program is a fun way to us to recognize their dedication,” said Charlie Hood, National Association of 
State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services.  “While nationwide, communities will participate in a  
variety of activities and events that honor school bus drivers, we also encourage parents and students to 
simply take the time to say „thank  you‟ to their drivers during this celebratory month.” 
 
While school buses are among the safest vehicles on the road, there is a trained professional keeping  
student safety top of mind at every step of the trip — from dispatcher to mechanic to driver.  All school bus 
drivers must obtain a Commercial Driver‟s License (CDL) and pass written and skills tests to obtain a 
School Bus Endorsement.  In addition, drivers receive specialized classroom and behind-the-wheel train-
ing in driving a school bus, student loading/unloading procedures, student evacuation, student behavior 
and security management, and emergency medical procedures. 
 
Love the Bus is also an opportunity for parents and children to learn more about the safety and  
environmental benefits of school bus transportation.  According to the National Academy of Sciences, a 
child is 13 times safer in a school bus than the average of other ways to get to and from school.   
Additionally, the nation‟s school bus system eliminates the need for an estimated 17.3 million cars each 
morning and 2.3 billion gallons of gas annually. 
 
Parents, teachers and children are encouraged to visit the program‟s website, www.LoveTheBus.com, and 
participate in this year‟s program by sharing stories about their favorite bus drivers and making interactive 
Valentine‟s cards to email or print and give to their bus driver during the month of February.  Educators 
can visit www.LoveTheBus.com to download a toolkit, which provides resources for implementing a Love 
The Bus program. 
 
Throughout February, the American School Bus Council and its members will hold a series of local events 
across the United States to educate parents and children about school bus safety.  To learn more about 
the benefits of school bus safety, visit www.americanschoolbuscouncil.org. 

 

http://www.lovethebus.com/
http://www.lovethebus.com/
http://www.americanschoolbuscouncil.org/
C:/Users/Kathleen/Documents/TIPS/2010/January/%%track {http:/www.schoolbusfleet.com/webseminar/2010Jan
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Executive Director of IAPT 
Application Deadline is February 15, 2011 
 

Contracted Specifications 
Executive Director 

 
DEFINITION: Serves as the Executive Director to the Board of Directors and is responsible for assist-

ing the membership of the Association. 
 
CONTRACT GUIDELINES:   
 Works under the general direction of the Board of Directors and is responsible to the 

President.  Carries out policies and instructions of the Board. 
 
DUTIES TO BE PERFORMED BUT NOT LIMITED TO: 

 Responsible for setting up Board meeting arrangements.  Provides Executive Director’s Report and Member-
ship Report at Board Meetings. 

 Schedules and attends IAPT board meetings (6 conference calls, 2 face to face meetings) and any other 
times as needed 

 Coordinate and distribute by e-mail the IAPT newsletter publication TIPS to the membership. 

 Coordinates membership services along with maintaining current and accurate membership rosters, and is 
responsible for membership renewal notices. 

 Publishes annual directory of members by January of each year (online and keeps it current). 

 Cooperates and works with the Executive Secretary of ISTA in carrying out Conference planning per Joint 
Council Committee direction.  Duties may include obtaining workshop presenters and arranging entertain-
ment and meal functions.   

 Responsible for preparation of Conference materials: including registration forms, registration payments, 
Conference programs, meal function tickets and handling registration for the conference.   

 Responsible for maintaining accurate Conference account books, and preparing final Conference financial 
report including settlement of funds with ISTA by September 1st,  of each year. 

 Cooperates and works with the Roadeo chairperson to coordinate Roadeo Banquet. 

 Cooperates and works with the Mechanic /Technician Competition chairperson to coordinate Mechanic /
Technician Competition Banquet. 

 Develop and maintain a Conference Manual for the annual Conference containing procedures, timelines and 
historical data. 

 Develop and maintain Board Operations Book to contain minutes, insurance documents, by-laws, official 
documents, etc. 

 All other duties as assigned by the Board of Directors.  
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
Candidates for the Executive Director position must have a pupil transportation background, management and 
writing abilities, the ability to work with Board members and to organize materials for various projects.  The suc-
cessful candidate MUST also be comfortable with Microsoft Word, Excel, Publisher, Access and Outlook.   
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Proposed Legislation 
 

Reasonable Suspicion Drug/Alcohol Testing of School Bus Drivers  
Submitted by Cinda Meneghetti, State Director of Pupil Transportation 

 
RATIONALE: 
 
This legislation closes a loophole in the current statue for school bus drivers regarding reasonable suspi-
cion drug and alcohol testing.  At this time, we are unable to take any action on a driver who submits to 
alcohol testing and shows any trace of alcohol either Proposed Legislation - Reasonable Suspicion Alcohol 
Testing of School Bus Drivers 
during, just preceding or just after the time the driver was on duty and when law enforcement is not able 
to issue a citation to the driver.  Adding the alcohol testing to the statute would eliminate the possibility of 
a school bus driver terminated by an employer for an alcohol test refusal or for any trace of alcohol 
found in the reasonable suspicion testing to seek employment with another employer.  This legislation 
adds language to require the employer to report a refusal or positive alcohol test completed by a driver 
and gives the Secretary of State the authority to cancel the school bus driver permit for a period of three 
years. 
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 
 
(625 ILCS 5/6-106.1) 
 
g) Cancellation; suspension; notice and procedure. 
       (7) The Secretary of State shall suspend, for a period of three years,  a school bus driver permit 
upon receipt of notice that the holder thereof has refused to submit to an alcohol or drug test or has sub-
mitted to a test that disclosed an alcohol concentration of more than 0.00, or any amount of cannabis 
listed in the Cannabis Control Act [720 ILCS 550/1 et seq.], any controlled substance listed in the Illinois 
Controlled Substance Act [720 ILCS 570/100 et seq.], methamphetamine as listed in the Methampheta-
mine Control and Community Protection Act [720 ILCS 646/2 et seq.], or any intoxicating compound 
listed in the Use of Intoxicating Compounds Act [720 ILCS 690/0.01 et seq.], as required by Section 6-
106c [625 ILCS 5/6-106c]. 
 
 
(625 ILCS 5/6-106.1c new) 
 
Sec. 6-106c. Reasonable suspicion drug and alcohol testing.  (a) If an employer has reasonable suspi-
cion to believe that a school bus driver permit holder is under the influence of alcohol, cannabis as listed 
in the Cannabis Control Act [720 ILCS 550/1 et seq.], any controlled substances listed in the Illinois Con-
trolled Substances Act [720 ILCS 570/100 et seq.], methamphetamine as listed in the Methamphetamine 
Control and Community Protection Act [720 ILCS 646/2 et seq.], or any intoxicating compound listed in 
the Use of Intoxicating Compounds Act [720 ILCS 690/0.01 et seq.], the employer may require that the 
school bus driver permit holder to submit to an alcohol or drug test or both at a licensed testing facility 
before the driver is allowed to drive any vehicle for which a school bus driver permit is required. The em-
ployer's determination that reasonable suspicion exists to require the driver to submit to an alcohol or 
drug test must be based on specific, contemporaneous, articulable observations concerning the appear-
ance, behavior, speech, or body odors of the driver. 
 

 (Continued on Pg …) 
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(b) Alcohol or drug testing is authorized by this Section only if the observations required in subsection (a) of 
this Section are made during, just preceding, or just after the time the school bus driver permit holder was 
on duty. 
 
(c) If the school bus driver permit holder refuses to submit to testing or submits to a test that discloses an 
alcohol concentration of more than 0.00, or any amount of cannabis as listed in 
the Cannabis Control Act [720 ILCS 550/1 et seq.], any controlled substance listed in the Illinois Controlled 
Substances Act [720 ILCS 570/100 et seq.], methamphetamine as listed in the Methamphetamine Control 
and Community Protection Act [720 ILCS 646/2 et seq.], or any intoxicating compound listed in the Use of 
Intoxicating Compounds Act [720 ILCS 690/0.01 et seq.], the employer shall immediately notify the Secre-
tary of State in a form and manner designated by the Secretary of State. 
 
 
(d) Within 24 hours of the observed behavior, a written record in a form and manner designated by the Sec-
retary shall be made of the observations leading to an alcohol or other drugs reasonable suspicion test and 
signed by the supervisor or company official who made the observation.  This written record shall also be 
submitted to the Secretary of State within 48 hours of the observed behavior.” 
 

 

Proposed Legislation           (Continued from Pg …) 
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of each month to: 
 
Executive Director 
IAPT 
PO Box 623 
St. Charles, IL 60174 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:  630-513-6565 
Fax:  630-513-6566 

 

Making the simple complicated is 

commonplace; making the  

complicated simple — awesomely 

simple — that's creativity. 

~Charles Mingus 

TIPS is designed, developed 
and published for the benefit 
of its membership.  Original 
articles may not be repub-
lished without the express 
written consent of IAPT. 
 
© 2011 by the Illinois Associa-
tion for Pupil Transportation 

The School Bus Information Council commends International for its impressive green diesel technology that 
has earned the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) 2007 Diesel Engine Certificate-a full six years 
early. 
 
Just as we have led in transportation safety, the school bus industry intends to be an environmental leader 
as well. We are pleased that 600 new green diesel school buses have been ordered already in California, 
and expect that more will follow as school districts across the country learn about this technology and re-
place existing buses. The SBIC intends to encourage the move to cleaner engine technologies. 
 
Importantly for school districts that must reconcile environmental improvements to their fleets with the reality 
of tight pupil transportation budgets, green diesel offers them a "win-win" alternative - cost-effective perform-
ance with environmentally friendly results. It's another viable option for an industry that is constantly looking 
to find ways to utilize alternative fuels. 
 
All parts of the school bus industry-manufacturers, suppliers, and the school districts that operate the na-
tion's 440,000 school buses-leave no stone unturned to ensure that the 24 million children who are trans-
ported to and from school each day are a safe as humanly possible. In fact, regardless of what power source 
is under the hood, the school bus remains the safest way for children to travel to and from school. 
 
We are proud of our safety record that is unequalled in motor vehicle transportation, and pleased to be work-
ing with International and other parts of our industry to also do our part to improve air quality.  

“Big Yellow” is Proud to Be Green 
Reprinted with permission of the School Bus Information Clearinghouse 

Copyright © 2005-2011 


