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From Your President: Don West
Holiday Greetings Everyone,
As I sit here writing this today we have only had snow flurries and nothing has stuck to
the ground. I have this eerie feeling that this will all change soon, as the weather people have
all predicted more snow for this year. I was going through pictures on my computer when I was
reminded of last year’s blizzard and the aftermath that the blizzard caused for school buses and
students getting to buses. Up until two years ago I lived in a rural area where the school bus
came to the end of the driveway and picked up my children. Since then we have moved to town
and they walk to the school bus stop. This was expected coming from the transportation world,
but what I really never noticed before was that most people don’t shovel their sidewalks, forcing children to walk in the streets to get to the bus stops. I don’t own a snow blower, but I did
manage to clear my driveway and sidewalks. I realize not everyone has that ability, but last
year the sidewalks became my “passion”. I watched my son walk down our sidewalk and then
cross the street to the bus stop where he climbed through the snow bank to get to the bus stop.
When I mean through the snow bank he literally sunk in to
his knees with each step until he reached the hard packed
snow where the rest of the children stood. I also noticed
that the sidewalk going to the village hall wasn’t shoveled. With the power of the internet at my fingertips, I
checked my local village ordinances and noticed that they
“did” have a clear sidewalk ordinance. I then went to the
contact page for all of the village board members and sent
them each a friendly email with the ordinance quoted in it
and a simple question of who enforces this ordinance. I
didn’t receive any responses back from any board member, but I did see in the meeting minutes the next month
that the sidewalk ordinance was removed because they didn’t have the funds to enforce it. My
question to you is what is the best thing for our children? Should they be walking in the streets
to get to bus stops? Should students be standing in the streets at the bus stops? Is there something we can do locally to get the city/village/municipality to clear the bus stops? I am asking
you to check with your local authorities and make your bus stops as safe as possible this winter.
Get with your parents and PTO’s to form a sidewalk brigade; I talked with some parents that do
own snow blowers and they clear a path to the bus stops for the children on their block. They
literally clear every side walk from their house to the bus
stop, and they take the initiative and clear the corner of
the bus stop. This impressed me so much that I am going to have to go snow blower shopping soon. Do what
you can, and find someone who can do what you can’t,
because that’s how we roll!
Don West
IAPT President

S.O.S
(Safer On Sidewalks)
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Advertisers
In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the
following pages:

Happy Holidays to
Everyone

Midwest Transit ................................. Page 4, 11
Inland Power Group ............................ Page 9,18
John’s Paint and Body ........................... Page 21
Central States ......................................... Pages 6

I hope you take some time over our
winter break to relax and enjoy your
family and friends. I am grateful to
everyone who has shown patience
while I was learning this job. I first
became a school bus driver in 1975
– back in the day as the saying goes.
I have learned many things due to
changes over the years – many to
improve school bus safety. Changes
in the safety of the bus you can see –
additional mirrors, roof hatches and
emergency windows improved the
safety of the vehicle. CDL licensing,
drug testing and criminal background
checks improved driver safety. Mandated training by the State of Illinois
and employers were great changes.
The IAPT is a great tool to help us to
get through the tangle of new
changes that occur frequently.
Please utilize the wealth of information that is our IAPT members, our
web site and TIPS.

Radilink ................................................... Page 14
Southern Bus & Mobility .......................... Page 2
Transfinder .............................................. Page 12
Unity School Bus Parts .................... Pages 8, 16
School Bus Safety Company…………....Page 17
Please patronize our advertisers. They are helping
us to encourage and promote the safety and

Have a Safe
and Happy New
Year.

Vicki
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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR
This is the time of year that I normally try to make sure that I am definitely on top of things. The anticipation of bad weather and
the need to cancel school is always a difficult decision. As much as we all want to save those snow days, we need to be safe.
Since my district is still pretty rural I have five township highway commissioners that I need to contact when the snow flies. I also
have the head of the village’s road district to speak with.
I have found that if I lay the proper ground work, these gentlemen don’t mind a phone call at 4 AM.
My first step is to make sure that all of my phone numbers are up to date. I am lucky to have been in the same position for several
years so; the guys usually call me if there are any changes. If they didn’t, I’d be on the phone firming up my contacts.
Some of my commissioners like to have route maps so that in these rural areas they know which roads our buses will be using.
Since our district does driveway pick-ups in the rural areas, we don’t necessarily use every road in the township.
I usually pole my commissioners at about 4 AM before contacting the superintendent with their recommendations.
Once our district has made a decision, I always make sure to get back to the highway commissioners to let them know if we are
cancelling school. This is a big help to them since they are all extremely concerned when our buses are out with students and
there is the possibility of roads closing quickly because of the weather.
In the event of an early dismissal I make sure to let the commissioners know and they plan their drivers going out in enough time
to clear the roads for us.
These are some really great people to work with and it doesn’t hurt to remember some donuts as a thank you for the rough days.

Drivers of CMV’s: Restricting the Use of Cellular Phones
On Friday, December 2, 2011 the Federal Motor Vehicle Administration (FMCSA) published in the Federal
Register the Final Rule: Commercial Motor Vehicle Drivers, Restricting the Use of Cellular Phones.
As with other FMCSR’s, (except CDL and drug/alcohol testing), the Rule exempts non-interstate school
bus drivers who are public employees. Non-public and interstate school bus drivers are covered by the
Rule.
NASDPTS submitted a previous COMMENT in support of the NPRM Drivers of CMV’s: Restricting the Use of Cellular Phones stating that “this
FMCSA rulemaking will reinforce and broaden existing training, laws,
and compliance in the important area of prohibiting districted driving
by all CMV drivers, resulting in, even safer, school bus transportation”.
19 states and DC currently prohibit the use of cell phones by all school
bus drivers while driving.
From NASDPTS email
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The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation Presents

Free Driver Training
Gregg Wilson has been the Director of
Transportation at the Rockford Public
Schools for the past 21 years.
He is a certified “Defensive Driving
Instructor.”
If you have ever attended a school bus
roadeo, you will recognize Gregg.

Marc Denny M.S. is a
retired high school teacher and
counselor. He is currently an Adjunct Professor for Saint Xavier
University of Chicago.

Join Marc to learn how to work on
establishing effective relationships
with your students.

Watch for
Registration Materials
The Illinois Association for Pupil
Transportation will be offering a free
training for school bus drivers on
Saturday, March 10, 2012 at the Peotone
High School in
Peotone, Illinois
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Model Year(s):

BLUE BIRD /
SCHOOL BUS

Manufacturer: TRUCK SERVICES, INC.

2009

Mfr's Report Date: FEB 15, 2011
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Please contact Dan Thompson for information on an extension.
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NAPT Certification
Changes to the Certification Program include recertifying every three (3) years. You mush have continuous
membership in \NAPT, maintain an active role in student transportation and accumulate the required
amount of recertification points every three years.
Please check the NAPT website for more information.
Effective November 1, 2011

Volume 34, Issue 7

Thomas Announces 2011
School Bus Driver Winners
Thomas Built Buses has announced the
winners of its sixth annual Children’s
Choice Awards.
Winner: Joyce St John
Morgan County Schools, Decatur, AL

Runner Up: Jim Merritt

WANTED

Warsaw Community Schools, Warsaw, IN

IAPT SOUTHERN DIRECTOR

Congratulations to these drivers.

IAPT has an opening on our board for a
Southern Director. Please contact any
board member for more information.

RE-FOCUS
As I sit down to write this it is 48 degrees outside. Was it two years ago that we cancelled school on
what should have been our last day before winter break due to a snow-storm. Our “winter” weather has
been not existent so far this year. We have had very little cold weather and less than an inch of snow
so far. Very lucky indeed, but it also makes it hard to believe it is time for the winter holidays too. The
end of the year is in two weeks, which means our school year is almost half over.
Have I accomplished what I wanted so far this year? This is the time that I look at what I wanted to do
and what I have actually accomplished. Is my focus the same now as it was in September when school
started? Laws change, priorities change, driver situation changes. All of this causes us to RE-Focus on
what is now a priority in our department. I have heard more than one person talk about a driver shortage caused by long-term illness or injury. A driver shortage can really change your focus and your priority. You can be so busy dealing with the shortage that you forget about the other priorities you have established. A bad accident or an incident make us Re-Focus again and change our priorities. Training, or re-training of office staff, drivers or aides
may become your focus. Funding or “lack of” may become your
focus. Cuts in routes or staff, is something we may have to focus on this year. Sometimes we need to stop and RE-Focus on
our priorities for the whole department. Drivers meetings, ride
checks, newsletters, cross training all have a purpose. As I REFocus on my department I am reminded of what my focus is,
“SAFE TRANSPORTATION”.
© 2011 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
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Illegal Passing Survey to be held on Friday, January 20th
Remember to have all drivers observe and report any instances of motorists illegally passing their school
buses. Forms can be found on the IAPT website under “Members Only”. You can clarify the wording, if
needed, before you print the form. However, to ensure consistency of reporting do not change the column
titles or the driver “fill-in” fields.
Please pay particular attention to the instructions and safety precautions. As always, their primary duty is to
the safety of their students. Also please note that an “Incident” is one or more cars illegally passing a
stopped school bus during a complete stopping procedure. Only one incident, possibly involving multiple
cars, should be reported at an individual stop location and sequence. Please have your drivers read the
criteria at the bottom of the form to ensure they report only illegal passes that occur while the bus driver
himself or herself is fully stopped. A motorist pass can only be considered illegal when the school bus
driver is in full compliance with Illinois law (Illinois Vehicle Code, 625 ILCS 5/11-1414) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par.
11-1414)) and Illinois’ training and procedures.
Please collect your district’s data and report the results to our office no later than January 31, 2012, as
follows:
1. Notify your drivers about the survey as soon as possible and provide them with orientation and training
about what’s expected. PLEASE BE SURE TO EMPHASIZE THAT THEIR PRIMARY DUTY IS TO THE
SAFETY OF THEIR STUDENTS, ESPECIALLY DURING THE CRITICAL LOADING AND UNLOADING
SEQUENCE.
2. Encourage all drivers to complete and turn in the form EVEN IF THERE ARE NO VIOLATIONS TO REPORT.
3. When you have received all driver surveys, please complete the summary spreadsheet (EXCEL) for your
district or contracting company. Return the summary spreadsheet by January 31, 2012 to Cmeneghe@isbe.net
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Tom Strickland, Village President
Village of Machesney Park
300 Machesney Road
Machesney Park, IL 61115
Mr. Strickland:
In 2009, 5,500 people in the U.S. were killed and a half a million were injured due to distracted
driving. Of the fatalities, 18% were directly caused by cell phone usage.
As you know, eight of our district schools, Harlem High School Main Campus, Harlem High
School Hoffman Campus, Maple Elementary, Machesney Elementary, Marquette Elementary, Olson
Park Elementary, Ralston Elementary, and Donald C. Parker Early Education Center fall within the village
limits of Machesney Park. During school arrival and dismissal times the areas around schools are
crowded with children walking, school buses loading or unloading children, and parents driving. This
environment is a huge distraction to many passing motorists in and of itself without adding the element
of talking or texting on a cell phone.
In January 2010 the Illinois General Assembly passed Public Act 096-0131, section 5e, prohibiting
the use of wireless telephones at any time in a school speed zone. Even though this legislation passed in
January 2010, I feel that most motorists are unaware of this law and thus continue to use their phones
while in school zones. Therefore, as the Director of Transportation for Harlem School District I am
requesting that a “Cell Phones Prohibited” sign be added to the “School Zone ” or “School Zone Speed
Limit” signs currently in place. Making people aware that it is illegal to use their cell phone in these
areas is the first step to reducing and hopefully eliminating cell phone use in school zones thus making it
safer for our students at this transitional time.
I would be happy to sit down with you to discuss this matter at you earliest convenience. Please
contact me at 815-654-4633.
Sincerely,

Michael Slife
Director of Transportation
CC: Dan Rickabaugh, Superintendent of Public Works
Josh Aurand , Asst. Superintendent of Business Operations

SAMPLE LETTER
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Pro - Active on Cell Phone Use Prohibited
We are all aware that attending conferences both on the state and national level affords us opportunities to meet
with vendors, network with our peers, gain additional knowledge and share ideas. We share our common experiences, both positive and negative, and share our solutions. Some will be universal issues and some will be exclusive to our particular district. Some problems will be complex, and sometimes simple communication can go a
long way. But none the less we brainstorm, tweek, customize and solve our problems. State conferences are a
time where we can also meet with officials, be made aware of any new or upcoming laws, discuss impact and implementation. We all keep our employees updated on any new or changed laws, but what if the law also affects
the public at whole.
Most of us rely on the state to make the public aware of any driving law changes, but what
happens when they are not aware. A quick survey of my own department suggested that the state failed to communicate the January 2010 cell phone use ban while in school zone effectively. Most of those I have asked were
unaware of the law. So the question then becomes, do we remain passive when the state does not communicate
legislation to the public or do we become pro-active? When student safety is the concern, I suggest the latter.
Recently while returning from the NAPT conference I became aware of a way we could become a pro-active partner within our community. It was that light bulb moment when the solution is so simple we overlook the obvious.
As we were entering the city of Lincolnshire, IL we were discussing the ban of cell phone usage while in a school
zone. Vicki Mattson, our Executive Director stated that in her area there was an extra means of awareness, their
municipality has placed signs within the school zone letting motorists know that “cell phones are prohibited within
a school zone”. So simple…
I realize that just because a sign is posted does not mean that people will follow the
law, but then again some will, and being aware is a large step in the right direction.
With that I drew up a letter with some basic facts about distracted driving, attached
the public act # and sent it to the mayors of the municipalities that our district lies
within and requested that these types of signs be put up at our district schools. I
then went one more step and drafted a similar letter but as a parent and sent it to
the mayor of the city that my children’s district falls within. The response has been
positive, I have currently spoken to two of the three mayors I have sent the letter to
and both expressed interest in the project.
Please feel free to use the letter as your own template or draft something that will
work for you and let us know if you have any success.

Submitted by: Michael Slife

SAMPLE LETTER on page 13

Please
Note !

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
Vicki Mattson, Executive Director
PO Box 8699
Waukegan, IL 60079
Phone: 224-637-6984
Fax: 847-295-8259
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Model Y

BLUE BIRD /
SCHOOL BUS

2009

Manufacturer: TRUCK SERVICES, INC.
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10 GOOD STEPS TO OVERCOME THE FEAR OF CHANGE
Step One: Envision what you want
Making change especially when it comes to your work the fear of change tends to stop us in our tracks. We worry what will happen if we
make a mistake or do the wrong thing. It can be the result of not having a clear vision of the desired state. Be clear about what you want (this
is true in most aspects of life) and then you'll be able to see how this change will get you closer to your goals.

Step Two: Take a field trip
Do you remember how exciting it was as a child to take a field trip somewhere during school time? You took your lunch, maybe rode a bus
and actually got to leave the school during the day to go somewhere new? Prior to making a big change in your life, take a field trip. That is,
take a day off and visit the place you may be going to live or work and spend some time imagining your new life. This field trip will get you
excited about positive change in your life.

Step Three: Talk to others who care
Start talking to others who care about you and would be interested in this change. Don't talk to people who don't care and would not be interested in this change for you. The more you talk to others in your support network, the more committed you will become towards your plans.

Step Four: Build new networks
Build new networks to support this change. If you are moving to a new line of work or perhaps a new area to live, start to build new connections. This will give you a foundation, structure and sense of place in your new home.

Step Five: Move towards pleasure in your life
Much of the fear of change comes from living a secure life of avoidance. That is a life of staying clear of risks and essentially hiding under the
rock most of your life. With a strategy moving towards pleasure, you start to take more calculated risks. Be more proactive and you will start
to move towards what you want vs. avoiding what you do not want in your life.

Step Six: Look at your life as a series of steps
Rarely does major change occur as a result of one big change. To move towards more of what you want in your life, it takes small steps.
Whether you are seeking a new relationship, a new line of work or a new area to live, make small steps first.

Step Seven: Make many small changes with the big change
Changing relationships? Buy some new clothes! Changing work? Get a new desk or planner! Changing where you live? Start grocery shopping at a new store. Small changes help to lay a foundation for bigger changes.

Step Eight: Change, especially after 40. It is time!
Change can start to break old patterns of living and thinking. As a result, new opportunities emerge for growth and happiness. Change after 40
can be challenging. Think about change in mid-life as mandatory for good health.

Step Nine: Look back and forward
Think back to when you made major changes in your life. You will discover in most cases they all lead to positive outcomes. Trust your intuition. Look forward to the result of new changes. Imagine all the new possibilities!

Step Ten: Celebrate
No one is going to throw a party for you after you make a major change in your life. In fact you may even lose a few friends who don't agree
with your change. The best way to reinforce every small change in your life is to celebrate yourself! Plan in advance a trip or small party
right after the change. This will serve as an anchor for the future that you can overcome the fear of change.
No reason to FEAR
There is no reason to ANY longer be afraid of change after 40. It is healthy, necessary and MANDATORY for recreating a second half of life
© 2011 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
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FEDERAL LAW REQUIRING “SELF CERTIFICATION”
The following explanation is on the IAPT website along with the Medical Examiners Certificate (Members Only Section). The Medical Examiners Certificate is also on the Secretary of State web site at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.
This still seems to be a work in process to get a correct explanation that everyone understands. Nancy Popp, IAPT
secretary has worked with the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Illinois State Board of Education for
clarification. Thanks Nancy!
—————————————————————————————Clarification regarding a new federal law and the letter you received from the Secretary of State’s Office which indicated a change in your CDL driver license.
After January 30, 2012 every CDL driver, including school bus drivers, must appear at a CDL driver license facility
to declare a category for medical criteria. This process is called self certification. The self certification process must
be accomplished before January 30, 2014. If your CDL license expires between January 30, 2012 and January 30,
2014 you can renew your license and self certify at the same time. If your license does not expire during this time
frame, you must still self certify. You are able to renew your driver’s license one year prior to your expiration
date.
Take the disclosure form with you when you self certify, remember you may be able renew your license at the same
time. You will self-certify as to the type of driving operations you operate or expect to operate.
Do not complete the top box labeled MEDICAL EXAMINER’S CERTIFICATE; see next step.
You will check a box on the form;
If you drive for a School District ONLY put an X in the second box, Excepted interstate – [EI]. This category allows you to drive anywhere in the United States, and beyond, as a school bus driver who drives a school related route
or activity for the school district you are employed by and be medically certified. You do not carry a medical examiner’s DOT medical card.
If you drive a CDL vehicle for someone else AND must carry a medical examiner’s DOT medical card put an X in
the first box, Non-excepted interstate – [NI]. A medical doctor completes your DOT card, bring it with you. Your
current DOT Medical Card must be shown to the CDL driver license facility employee (copy or original).
Sign and date the disclosure statement.
Information regarding categories…
After you renew your driver’s license your category will be immediately available to law enforcement officials
throughout the United States.
If your category changes you are responsible to notify the Secretary of State (SOS).
Excepted = exempt.
Interstate = every state outside of Illinois and beyond. This also applies to persons that drive in Illinois ONLY
and may be transporting something from Carbondale, IL to Chicago, IL but the product was made in
Texas. It is considered out of state driving as well; even though the driver never left Illinois.
EI = exempt from carrying a medical card and can drive in any state in the United States and beyond.
NI = must hold a current medical card that has been registered in the Illinois SOS database and can drive in
any state in the United States and beyond.
Useful phone number: Kevin Duesterhaus at SOS CDL Medical card unit -217-782-2451
PDF=http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_a248.pdf
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TIPS

Imperfect action
is better than
perfect inaction.

Please submit items for TIPS
by the 5th of each month to:
Vicki Mattson
Executive Director, IAPT
PO Box 8699
Waukegan, IL 60079

~Harry Truman

TIPS is designed, developed
and published for the benefit
of its membership. Original
articles may not be republished without the express
written consent of IAPT.

Email: email@ilapt.net (preferred)
Tel: 224-637-6984
Fax: 847-295-8259
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