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I am having a hard time wrapping my head around the fact that as you read this we are in November. I
start these little bits of wisdom as time allows, tweaking as something noteworthy pops up. My goal this
month is to be a little more upbeat and not dwell on the negatives. I am finding that when I thought I
was a good wordsmith, crafting a letter from scratch verses a paragraph or rewording a policy or procedure is a little more challenging. I also realized that I posed a lot of questions in October with the
thought it might encourage some introspection. I also realized that some of those questions are difficult
for me to answer or implement. Reaching out to a diverse group of individuals and districts that range
from very small to quite large, is a challenge. We have 22 buses and 6 - 10 or less passenger vehicles, 1
- mechanic/driver and my multitasking “secretary” (sometimes districts lump people into a category)
and myself. Those of you from small districts may think I am lucky, with that much staff.
We have completed our Football, Volleyball, Soccer and Boy’s Cross Country season as I write this.
The Girls Cross Country season will continue to State. November tends to be a slower pace than other
months as we are between things. Planning and discussions of the future are now happening.
The School Bus industry does not stand still. There are constant changes with rules and equipment. We
sent a new driver to the Driver Services Facility, and I discovered I missed something somewhere. FYI
if you have a driver going for a new CDL or even a renewal, for the first time since July 1st, they will
need to present a certified copy of their birth certificate, yep, I missed this one.
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are eager to learn new tools or skills or even resources.
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Advertisers

Conference

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the
following pages:
A Beep, LLC……………………………….Page 8,14
Central States ........................................... Page 9
Fleet Transmission Serv ices…………….Page 17

Hello:

John’s Paint and Body ........................... Page 21
Inland Power Group ............................ Page 4,20

The conference is shaping up! As preciously reported we will be at the Embassy SuitesRiverfront, East Peoria, Illinois on June 14-15,
2016 for the Conference.
The Technicians will meet at the same time the
conference is going on with their competition being held on the morning of the 15th.
Roadeo contestants will check in on the 15th to
begin their event. The road course for the Roadeo
will be held on June 16, 2016, also at the Embassy
Suites.

Midwest Transit ................................. Page 2, 13
Motor Guardian Cam, Inc…………………Page 6
Radilink ................................................... Page 14
Transfinder .............................................. Page 15
Please patronize our advertisers. They are helping
us to encourage and promote the safety and
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois.

Conference registration packets will be out shortly
and make sure to take advantage of the Early Bird
$50.00 reduction in the conference fee if you register before April 1, 2016.

TIPS ARTICLES
Please think about writing an article
about some of the workshops you attend this year. Please submit articles
for TIPS to share some of the things
you learned while attending the conference. Maybe something you learned
while networking with your peers or at
the trade show.

Help us provide what you want in a program. If
you have suggestions for speakers or a presentation in mind. Let me know.
I will be sending out a reminder about dues to
those that I haven’t received as yet. If you know
of someone new in your area, please let them
know about IAPT and encourage them to join.

Thanks,
Barb email@ilapt.net
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“Bully Free Zone”
The Illinois 2015 Safety Poster Contest Winners were honored at a ceremony in Springfield on October 23,
2015. This years theme was “Bully Free Zone”. Winners and their families were hosted by the Office of Illinois
Secretary of State, Jesse White.
Director of Driver Services, Michael Mayer began the program and remarks followed by Captain David
Allen of the Secretary of State Department of Police. Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation Secretary and
Poster Contest Chair, Nancy Lahey represented our organization which co-sponsors the contest in Illinois.
Secretary of State, Jesse White was on hand to congratulate the winners along with the SOS mascot, Toby
the Tire.
The presentation of the monetary awards which are sponsored by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation were presented by Jesse White and Nancy Lahey. A reception was held for the winners and their families
following the formal ceremony.

Congratulations to the following winners!
Division 1 Grades K-2 Winners
1st Place
Luke Amelio
Cassell Elementary School

Division 2 Grade 3-5 Winners
1st Place
Jennifer Lyle
Ransom Grade School

2nd Place
Caroline Szczepanial
Oakwood School

2nd Place
Ally Brooks
Millstadt Community Consolidated School

3rd Place
Allison Sheldon
Millstadt Primary Center

3rd Place
Aliyyah Ugdah

Division 3 Grades 6-8 Winners
1st Place
Savannah Saltsgaver
Franklin Middle School

Division 4 Special Students Winners
1st Place
Elaina Allaman
United West Elementary

2nd Place
Olivia Lester
Smithton Grade School

2nd Place
Brendan Evans
Smithton Grade School

3rd Place
Elizabeth Walker
Millstadt Community Consolidated School

3rd Place
Madison Lewis
Ransom Grade School
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Division 1 Grades K-2 Winners

Division 2 Grades 3-5 Winners

1st Place
Luke Amelio
Cassell Elementary School

1st Place
Jennifer Lyle
Ransom Grade School

2nd Place
Caroline Szczepaniak
Oakwood School

2nd Place
Ally Brooks
Millstadt Community Consolidated School

3rd Place
Aliyyah Uqdah
Troy Heritage Trail School

3rd Place
Allison Sheldon
Millstadt Primary Center
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Please
Note

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1027
Peotone, Illinois 60468
Phone: 224-637-6984
Or 708-651-3124
Fax 708-229-0071
Email: email@ilapt.net
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Submitted by Nancy Lahey

We Are Here To Help!
As a member of IAPT you receive benefits of networking at conferences and workshops. If you cannot attend an event another excellent source of information is consulting with members. Many members do this is by contacting Barb Rizzo, Executive Director. She receives emails and phone calls with
questions about day-to-day affairs of school busing. Barb then passes along the questions to your
regional directors and you! The following question is an example Barb which asked members to assist;
Good Morning,
I have a parent unhappy about a bus stop and has gone as far as contacting the state board of Education which has instructed her to have us
conduct a "Safety Hazardous Survey" of sorts. This is new to me as we bus everyone in our district and relatively close to their home. This
particular complaint(ant) is upset that her student has to walk about 25 feet through a parcel of grass to the bus stop and wants the stop at her
townhouse driveway instead where no sidewalks exist, making the bus loop around a big circle for one student.
That being said, could you send this to the director list or be able to tell me how I may generate such a study or if it is worth the time and
money? I feel that I am being extremely safe and reasonable in this instance but cannot win with this parent. Looking for some advice from
peers on past experiences.
Thank you

Here are some helpful answers from Directors;
In answer to this question, an excellent resource can be found on the Illinois State Board of Education website – isbe.net. It
takes some searching to find… At the home page, click on Transportation under the column titled Parents/Students. Next, click
on Funding and Disbursements Home. When at that page click on School District under Transportation Programs; finally – under News and Info you’ll find District Safety Hazard Application, Instructions and the Serious Safety Hazard Form. As the Serious Safety Hazard Finding form states; A publication entitled “School Safety Busing and Instructions for Submitting Findings”
is available from the Illinois Department of Transportation, 2300 South Dirksen Parkway, Springfield, Illinois 62764. The
school administrator preparing this submittal should refer to the instructions in the booklet.
Our district posts, on the website, an overview of the department. It addresses your concern in this way (note underlined)
"...will provide free transportation to and from school for resident students who live (1) A distance of 1.5 miles or more from their home
school, or (2) within 1.5 miles of their home school, but for whom walking would constitute a serious safety hazard, as determined in accordance with standards established by and enforced by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT). Vehicles used by the District to transport students will meet all federal and state safety standards. All drivers employed by the district meet required federal and state standards for
licensing. Bus schedules and routes, including the locations of all bus stops are determined by the Transportation Department, and can only
be altered with the approval of the Transportation Director. Safety hazards and population density will be considered when determining the
number and placement of bus stops in a given area. The number of times a bus stops on a route impacts the length of time our students are on
the bus and the number of buses required to provide an efficient transportation service. Stops are primarily located at intersections or corners
because this is the safest stop location, primarily due to the expectations of other motorists. Stop locations and times are subject to minor revision, most often in the few weeks following the start of school. It is during this time that changes may be made due to bus loading or time issues. Please not that bus stops may be located up to ½ mile from a student’s home, provided there are no serious hazards between the home
and bus stop. Therefore, requests to move a bus stop to a student’s residence or to a closer location will not typically be approved unless a
safety hazard exists..."

In response to this particular question, most recommendations given by members were to utilize the
IDOT hazard study form which is traditionally used to determine hazards in walking areas to school
but since there was really no other forms to use, the person asking used it in this instance to provide
the parent a visual rubric showing that her situation doesn't qualify as a hazard. In the future, if you
need assistance with questions you encounter day-to-day, contact IAPT at email@ilapt.net. We are
here to help!
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I’ve Got a Question for YOU Follow-up
Nancy Lahey
Secretary IAPT
Dispatcher Homer CCSD 33C
In the last issue of TIPS, a Survey Monkey question was asked of IAPT members. The results are in!
Homer transportation department utilized your responses for a school board presentation and approval was
granted. THANK YOU for your time!
A number of members answered “How do you utilize a full-time substitute when not driving a route?”
Here is a sampling of responses to the question of what a substitute does while not subbing;
1. Ride routes to learn or help with challenging students
2. Sort pre-trips, update field trip directions book, stock, litter gitter
3. Although our substitute drivers are almost always driving, on those rare occasions that they are not, we have
used them to do everything from filing and stuffing envelopes to taking buses through the safety inspection
lanes. During very difficult weather days we have our substitute drivers’ pre-trip one of each bus style so they
are ready to go when a bus is late due to a mechanical breakdown, accident or traffic. At the very beginning of a
school year, we provide our most experienced substitute drivers with copies of route sheets-(stop locations and
times only) and have them staged throughout the district to minimize response time when buses break down,
run late or we experience overload.
4. Minor clerical work such as putting pre-trip forms in bus number order, making new dispatch log sheets,
shredding, etc. , litter gitter around the lot, any lite jobs around the place that the office staff never seems to
have time to get to. Inventory special ed equipment or parts. Ride with drivers who might need help with Student Management. There's always something that needs doing.
5. We do not have a full time substitute at this time, but I am curious to see how others use them during this
time.
Again thank you.

Welcome Back to the Board!
Charlie Semple, Teutopolis School District has been appointed by IAPT President, Mike Reinders to assume one of the open Southern Director positions. Charlie has served IAPT in the past
as Southern Region representative, President and Past President.
Anyone who knows Charlie knows him to be a solid contributor to any task he takes on. We
couldn’t be happier to have him back on board.
There is still one open Southern Region position open. Please contact President Mike Reinders
if you are willing to serve.
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Division 3 Grades 6-8 Winners

Division 4 Special Service Students Winners

1st Place
Savannah Saltsgaver
Franklin Middle School

1st Place
Elaina Allaman
United West Elementary

2nd Place
Olivia Lester
Smithton Grade School

2nd Place
Brendan Evans
Smithton Grade School

3rd Place
Elizabeth Walker
Millstadt Community Consolidated School

3rd Place
Madison Lewis
Ransom Grade School
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*******ALERT*******
ALERT - Due to the lack of a state budget, the Secretary of State's office is suspending the mailing of vehicle registration renewal reminder
notices. By suspending this service, which will save approximately
$450,000 per month, the office will be able to prolong the ability to mail
vehicle registration renewal stickers, titles and license plates to vehicle owners for a few months longer before the postage account is depleted. Vehicle owners are encouraged to be mindful of their vehicle
registration status. Motorists can sign up to receive reminder notices
electronically by email.
--
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School Bus Tragedy in Alabama
A 5 year old boy was struck and killed by his school bus on Monday, October 26, 2015 in Macon county Alabama.
The boy identified as Bissiah Hedges was hit at about 6:30 a.m. approximately 50 feet form his home on a
county road. The child was a kindergarten student at George Washington Carver Elementary School in Tuskegee, Alabama.
The bus driver saw Bissiah’s siblings board the bus but, never saw him. The driver said she even looked back
at his door one last time to make sure he wasn’t coming. She started to pull away when she didn’t see him
coming.
What she didn’t see was that Bissiah had apparently dropped his bookbag and had bent down to get it. This
was when the child was fatally struck.
While we mourn this child’s death we are again reminded of how the things we all do on a daily basis are so
dangerous and quickly a tragedy can occur.
Please instruct drivers to look in all mirrors before proceeding. The crossover mirrors are important. Don’t
forget them when you are about to move that vehicle.
The driver of this bus was a new driver this year. Keep in mind that veteran drivers are as much at risk as a
newer driver because of “routine” and the complacency that we all know can develop.
How many of you have had a close call when driving? I know I have. I can remember not seeing a child after
he exited the bus only to see him crawling in front of the bus pushing a toy truck.
Or, when you are sub-driving a route and not being familiar with the direction the students go after exiting the
bus, losing track of a student. I watched multiple students exit and couldn’t find one. He had plastered himself
against the side of the bus just past the door to lay in wait and scare his friends. I had to secure the vehicle and
leave my seat to find him. These types of incidents happen to all of us if you are involved in student transportation for any length of time.
Training! Reminders! How many refresher attendees feel they have done it and don’t need the reminders?
The bottom line is, we all need the reminders and we all need the training. And hopefully you will never have
to experience the loss of this family and the driver and the entire community when a tragedy like this occurs.
We are this community and we grieve!
Barb
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Responses to the Question about Mechanic Pay
Thanks to all who responded!
Our lead mechanics are paid $1.25 in addition to their hourly pay. Their pay consists of their longevity
pay. For example if a Lead mechanic is at $23.75 we add $1.25 which brings it to $25.00 per hour.
Veronica Montoya, Rockford
We have 2, both covered under a collective bargaining agreement. Starting mechanic- $18.80 Starting
head mechanic- $19.78 Current pay for our mechanic and head mechanic $19.42 - $22.33
Dallas Pieper , Freeport
We only have one mechanic here at Peotone. We have 46 buses, 5 mini vans and 4 service trucks he is
responsible for. The pay and benefits are as follows:
Annual pay $51,376.00 (@ 8 hrs. per day) IMRF Medical Insurance- 2 Personal days- 12 sick- 11 holidays
15 vacation days (He has been here 8 yrs.)
Joanne Brewer, Peotone
In my area, The mechanics get paid from $18-$26 an hour depending on experience. That is the pay schedule from a bigger contractor to a school district. Hope this helps
Linda Slemp, Argenta-Oreana District #1
Our staff is part of a union we have two different pay rates for mechanics : Starting wage for mechanic one
(helper) $18.74 (2015-2016)- (2016-2017) starting wage $ 19.72
Starting wage for mechanic two (ASE-certified) $25.05 (2015-2016)- (2016-2017) starting wage $25.56.
They under a four year contract and they get a COLA and step raise every year.
Evelyn Gay, East Moline
We pay our mechanic $19.75 per hour.
CUSD #2, Robinson, IL 62454
Angela Langely, Robinson
Oregon CUSD 220
22 buses; 4 vans; 2 driver ed cars; also helps with maintenance vehicles; 12 month contract with single health insurance; $34,000
Vern Welp, Oregon CUSD 220
I have 1 mechanic..............he has worked here 12 years. He is currently making $25 an hour.
Bryan Johnson, Orion SD
Head Mechanic $26.02/hour (diesel mechanic certified w/ experience)
Asst Mechanic $17.87/hour
Beth Wilcox, Herscher School District
© 2015 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
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Michael Slife
Principal Consultant-Transportation
Illinois State Board of Education

I have had the following question a couple times this year and had a few parent complaints about it at the
end of last school year.
Are whistles illegal to use on the bus?
Answer: They are not illegal but they are not recommended either. A whistle is meant to be used in a large
building or outside. Using one in a 40 foot, or smaller, almost all metal and glass bus could cause harm to
ears. There is no telling what it could trigger in a special needs student. In looking a normal whistle is to produce 120 decibels of sound with normal blowing pressure. It could be louder if the driver was very frustrated
and blows it harder or longer than needed. I have included a chart showing decibel chart and the OSHA chart
below it. I tell parents that call that it is not a recommended way to get a student’s attention.
As always feel free to email or call with any questions.

Decibel (Loudness) Comparison Chart
Here are some interesting numbers, collected from a variety of sources, that help one to understand the volume levels of various
sources and how they can affect our hearing.
Environmental Noise
Weakest sound heard

0dB

Whisper Quiet Library at 6'

30dB

Normal conversation at 3'

60-65dB

Telephone dial tone

80dB

City Traffic (inside car)

85dB

Train whistle at 500', Truck Traffic

90dB

Jackhammer at 50'

95dB

Subway train at 200'

95dB

Level at which sustained exposure may result in hearing loss

90 - 95dB

Hand Drill

98dB

Power mower at 3'

107dB

Snowmobile, Motorcycle

100dB

Power saw at 3'

110dB

Sandblasting, Loud Rock Concert

115dB

Pain begins

125dB

Pneumatic riveter at 4'

125dB

Even short term exposure can cause permanent damage - Loudest
recommended exposure WITH hearing protection

140dB

Jet engine at 100'

140dB

12 Gauge Shotgun Blast

165dB

Death of hearing tissue

180dB

Loudest sound possible

194dB
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Noise Level Continued
NIOSH Daily Permissible Noise Level Exposure
Hours per day

Sound level

8

85dBA

6

86dBA

4

88dBA

3

89dBA

2

90dBA

1.5

92dBA

1

94dBA

.5

97dBA

.25 or less

100dBA

0

112dBA

OSHA Daily Permissible Noise Level Exposure
Hours per day

Sound level

8

90dB

6

92dB

4

95dB

3

97dB

2

100dB

1.5

102dB

1

105dB

.5

110dB

.25 or less

115dB
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IAPT Dues will be coming up for renewal with 2016 dues to be received by November 1, 2015.
Renewal notices have been sent out for the renewal that is due by November 1, 2015. If you know that there is
someone new to transportation in your area, please let them know about IAPT and ask them to join.
The IAPT Board continues to look for ways to support our members and others in the safe transportation of
students in Illinois and across the country.
If there are ways that we can assist any of our members, please don’t hesitate contacting us at email@ilapt.net.
Reminders will be sent out shortly. Don’t get left out of our directory!!!! RENEW TODAY!!!!!!!!
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Imperfect action
is better than
perfect inaction.

Please submit items for TIPS
by the 5th of
each
month to:

~Harry Truman

Barb Rizzo
Executive Director, IAPT
PO Box 1027
Peotone, IL 60468

TIPS is designed, developed
and published for the benefit
of its membership. Original
articles may not be republished without the express
written consent of IAPT.

Email: email@ilapt.net (preferred)
Tel: 224-637-6984
Fax: 708-249-0071
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