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School Bus
Safety Week

Welcome back everyone,
I hope your year started out well. I know my office is busy and we are
short drivers, but that seems to be a normal thing the past few years.
Hopefully everything is back into its “normal” rhythm for you. Looking
forward from an IAPT standpoint, we are planning on having the “big”
training classes again this year. They will be approximately the same
times as last year with the Central Region being in March, the Northern Region in April. We are currently trying to set up a date to get the
Southern Region caught up with the class we cancelled last year. If
you have ideas for what type of training you want to see please let a
board member know. We are also working with the State Board of
Education on Stop Arm Cameras and revising the law on Stop Arm
violations. I hope everyone that attended the conference put your
bookmarks to good use. I know they were a big hit in my area. I hope
they promote some awareness for our state and the number of violators goes down. The
National Conference is
coming up soon and I
hope to see you there.
It is always a good
thing to have a strong
presence from our state
and a fun time as well.

Don West
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Advertisers
In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the
following pages:

Back In
School

Midwest Transit ................................. Page 4, 11
Inland Power Group ............................ Page 9,18
John’s Paint and Body ........................... Page 21
Central States ......................................... Pages 6

The beginning of the school year generally is
extremely busy for everyone in transporta-

Radilink ................................................... Page 14

tion. It seems like everyone needs something

Southern Bus & Mobility ........................ Page 13

from you – all at the same time.

As I was

Transfinder .............................................. Page 13

struggling to prepare my annual goals for
this year (a task I truly dread) I found a

Unity School Bus Parts .................... Pages 8, 16

couple of interesting articles on goal setting,

School Bus Safety Company…………....Page 17

motivation and positive change. Some of
these really made me think. Am I setting

Please patronize our advertisers. They are helping
us to encourage and promote the safety and

safe goals that are easy to reach or goals
that will make me stretch to achieve them?
Sometimes goals are set for us and we must
adapt to achieving these goals. This some-

TIPS ARTICLES

times requires an adjustment to our attitude.
A “Winning Attitude” and a “Positive Atti-

Please think about writing an article about some of the workshops you attended this year.
Please submit articles for TIPS to
share some of the things you
learned while attending the conference. Maybe something you
learned while networking with
your peers or at the trade show.

tude” involve adaptability, confidence in your
ability and appreciation of the things around
you. I have a rock on my desk that I received in a training session many years ago.
In black magic marker is written “Attitude is
Everything”. When ever I look at the rock
I remember, “We are in charge of our attitudes” it’s a choice we make. I hope you
have a Positive and Winning attitude and a
successful school year.

Vicki
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Looking for Hero’s!!!!
Hope everyone had a great start-up. Another year, WOW! We often talk about the
great things people in our industry do, so let’s make note of them and recognize these
people.
The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation is looking for hero’s. Last year we
recognized Laticia Houk an aide from the East Moline School District #37 who used
the training she received as a school bus aide to save someone who was choking.
If you become aware of any acts of heroism by one of your employees, please let us
know. We all have great people and they don’t always get the recognition that is deserved.
We were happy to honor Latricia with a trip to our conference for the presentation of an
award and an overnight stay at IAPT expense.
We hope we are able to have numerous entries for next years Hero Award so keep those
nominees coming in to Barbara Rizzo, peotonebus@prodigy.net .

IAPT OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
These are your officers and board members, Please do not hesitate to contact them with questions or concerns.
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Don West
Mike Slife
Nancy Popp
Barb Rizzo

Northern Region Dallas Rackow
Mike Reinders
Duane Reed
Central Region

Rockford School Dist 205
Harlem Cons School Dist 122
Manhattan Dist 114
Peotone SD 207 U
Freeport School District 145
Winnebago School District 323
Lena School District

Karen DePorto Lincoln-Way Comm HS 210
Evelyn Gay
East Moline SD 37
“open” appointment at October meeting

Southern Region Tonna Percival
Robert Long
“open”

Effingham CUSD 40
Stewardson-Strasburg CU5A

Executive Director: Vicki Mattson
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Safety Training: Once Is Never Enough
Repetition is essential in learning, including workplace safety training. Tell them what you're going to tell
them, tell them, and then tell them what you told them. That was the military's very effective method of
informing or teaching new information to the troops and it works pretty well for safety training too. You
need to explain important items several times in different ways to make sure it sinks in. So when providing
safety training to your staff, be sure to repeat training objectives, important concepts and information,
and key safety terms several times. Let’s face it: At any given moment during a training session, some
trainees probably aren't going to be paying attention. That means if you only say something important
once, some workers aren't going to hear it. And if they don't hear it, they won't do it when they are back
on the job. You also have to figure that not everyone is going to catch on to all the training points the first
time around. Some people might need to hear or experience something a couple of times before they understand the importance of the message.
Practice makes perfect. Repetition is key when it comes to practical application of basic safety information. Whether employees learn new procedures, proper techniques, or other safety-related skills on the
job or in a training session, they need the opportunity to practice what they've learned until it's locked into
their heads and their performance is spontaneous.
Be prepared to do some "reinforcement" training. Along with repetition during safety training, you also
need to reinforce the training to make sure employees don't forget what they're supposed to have
learned. That means follow-up and refresher training, more complicated the information the more reinforcement is needed. Without reinforcement training, most of what employees learn in training will be lost
in a very short period of time.
Contact Sedgwick loss control to schedule safety training for your staff. We offer safety training for maintenance and operations staff, teaching staff, administration staff on a variety of safety topics.

The CLIC Safety Newsletter—September/October 2012 Issue

TRAINING
What kind of training do you provide to your
drivers, bus aids and office staff?






Driver Safety Meetings
Special Needs driver meetings
Office Staff Meetings
Bus aide Training
Bus Skills Training
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Model Year(s):

BLUE BIRD /
SCHOOL BUS

Manufacturer: TRUCK SERVICES, INC.

2009

Mfr's Report Date: FEB 15, 2011
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Internet Awareness
Sarah Migas, Internet Safety Specialist, High Tech Crimes Bureau from the Office of the Attorney General
of the State of Illinois spoke about being aware of internet use in the world today.
Ms. Migas talked about raising children today with the additional problem of the internet in our daily lives.
Children today seem to be spending more time on the internet and are losing the ability to relate to people
as other human beings. Its estimated that children may spend as many as 7 or 8 hours a day on the internet. In some cases we are bit behind the abilities of our children when relating to technological programs.
A big misconception by many of us and especially the young is the fact that nothing you share on the internet is private. Facebook and other like sites own your content. These sites scan the internet and cache
your information. As a protection, “Google” yourself occasionally to see what’s out there about you.
When allowing your children to use the internet instruct them to always:
Use a nickname only
Change their zip code
Always make your profile private
Ask permission to add a friend
Remember that parents are the ones that set boundries.
When considering friends on a site such as Facebook, remember that if you add as a friend someone who
has 600 friends, you are not only adding the one requested friend but, that you are also adding that person’s 600 friends.
Make sure to instruct your children to keep in mind that a person can be any one they want when on the
internet. The way predators work is to:
Meet
Greet
Groom
Lure

------Find victims
------Make contact
------Establish a relationship
------Have the relationship progress

Visit the ILATTGEN.Gov website for more information about Digital Safety
Submitted by Barb Rizzo
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IAPT DRIVER TRAINING
COMING SOON.

IAPT MEMBERSHIP
IAPT Membership Invoices
for 2012-2013 will in sent
in early October.
Membership
$65.00
Associate Member $50.00

Volume 35, Issue 5

WATCH FOR 2012-2013 DATES
Please let us know what you would
like to see for training.
Special Needs?
Student Management
Behind the Wheel?

Evacuation?
Bus Aide?
Pre-Trip?

NAPT Annual Summit in Memphis, TN
Oct 20, 20112—Oct 25, 2012
American School Bus Council has
an new updated web site. This one
is worth the time to check it out at:

Have you scheduled your
Bus Evacuations yet?

http://www.americanschoolbuscouncil.org/

NHTSA
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
http://www.nhtsa.gov/School-Buses
Check out this website for Great training material
 CSRS on School Buses Training
 School Bus Driver In Service Safety Series
Many excellent fact sheets!!
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From “Thinking Driver”……...Tailgate Tips.



Hazards of loose objects in the vehicle

In any collision, there is a primary and secondary collision. The primary one is the contact with another vehicle or object. The secondary ones include all of the collisions
between the vehicle occupants and the vehicle itself or the cargo. These
can result in serious injury or death. Tailgate
1) People: Yes, people who are not properly restrained by seat belts. The
secondary collision in this case will be these unrestrained occupants in
the vehicle itself or other occupants (passengers, children, pets). It is
this collision that is most often fatal when people are killed in crashes.
2) Tools or tool boxes: Metal or heavy plastic tool boxes can cause devastating injuries in a crash.
3) Lunch boxes
4) Laptop Computers: A 25 year old woman in Delta, BC died after the small car she was driving was
hit by a tow truck turning left. When investigators looked into the incident, however, they concluded
that she would have survived if not for her laptop computer which she kept in a backpack on the back
seat. What we believe happened [was] that she was struck in the back of her head and neck with
this laptop computer," RCMP Sgt. Roger Morrow said at the Surrey detachment, east of Vancouver.
5) Groceries: How could groceries possibly cause injury?
A one-litre bottle of water could hit with a weight of 20 kilograms. When a car decelerates violently,
the force of gravity can mean a loose object packs 20 times the punch it would normally.
Tips: The bottom line is that anything with mass that is loose in the vehicle, is a hazard and may become deadly in a crash. It is worthwhile to take a moment and secure loose objects before travelling.
So what might be some strategies?
1. Make sure that everyone in the vehicle is wearing an occupant restraint (seat-belt)
2. Place objects in the trunk if you drive a car, or the box if you drive a pick-up truck or van
3. Secure objects in the cargo area if protected from the cab by a screen
4. If these are not possible, keep cargo or other items low, near or on the floor
5. Shifting loads: if you are carrying heavy equipment or cargo, ensure that it is properly tied down
and secure.
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Not believing---but, Its True.
I have always thought that I had some really well trained drivers. I think I have always tried to make sure
that I stayed current with things that were happening in the school bus industry and informed them to keep
them up to date as well.
One of the areas that we have focused on has been the pre-trip. The IAPT workshop in the spring reinforced things I have been saying right along.
As my staff discussed over the summer, we still knew that we had drivers who were doing a cursory pre-trip
at best. We knew that we needed to once again try to teach people that this was the first and also one of the
most important tasks a driver performs on a daily basis.
We wanted to use this as a learning experience. So, at our initial driver meeting this August we gave each
bus a defect. We tried to stay with things that we felt were pretty obvious, a missing reflector, the license
plate light-out, a yellow not operating are a few of the examples we used.
The drivers were asked to pre-trip their buses and bring in the pre-trip sheets. They were then sent to drive
to one of our schools and back and then go to an area where we had a back-to-dock and a straight line stop
set up. Everyone then returned to the bus garage for the continuation of the meeting.
We watched a video on pre-tripping and then announced what the defect was on each bus. Of course we
didn’t report what the driver had turned in. But, they knew if they had written the defect up.
Low and behold, only 56% found the defects we created. WOW! I knew we had some people who would
not find the defect but, the actual percentage really surprised me. I guess we need to work harder.
It may be an interesting exercise if you have never done this before.

Please
Note !

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
Vicki Mattson, Executive Director
PO Box 8699
Waukegan, IL 60079
Phone: 224-637-6984
Fax: 847-244-9851
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Sex offender law change…….. Submitted by
Lucille Harding

from….http://www.wheaton.il.us/departments/police/detail.aspx?id=1566
The following changes have been made to Illinois laws pertaining to sex offenders and violent
offenders against youth:
 County sheriffs must disclose sex offenders' email addresses, instant messaging identities and
other related information to school boards, private schools and childcare facilities.
 Libraries located in the county of the sex offender must be notified of sex offenders in the
county.
 Anyone operating a carnival must conduct criminal history records checks and Sex Offender
Registry checks for each worker. Child sex offenders may not knowingly work for or be associated with any county fair when people under the age of 18 are present.
 If their polling location is a school, child sex offenders can vote by absentee ballot or early
voting; they may no longer vote at the school.
 A child sex offender can't be within 100 feet of a school bus stop if anyone under the age
of 18 is present.
 A person convicted of aggravated child pornography on or after Aug. 31, 2007, must register
as a sexual predator.
Beginning June 1, 2008, a new offense is created for luring a minor. People convicted of this offense on or after this date must register as a sexual predator.
from…..http://www.isp.state.il.us/sor/faq.cfm - SEARCH FOR FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS.
How close can a child sex offender live to a school?
It is unlawful for a child sex offender to reside within 500 feet of a school, playground, or
any facility providing programs or services exclusively directed toward people under age
18, unless they owned the property prior to July 7, 2000.
(NOTE: SCHOOL BUS STOP MUST BE POSTED)

Websites to check for sex offenders

Download…… from NHTSA website

http://www.isp.state.il.us/sor/sor.cfm

Selecting School Bus Stop Locations: A
Guide for School Transportation Professional

http://www.familywatchdog.us/
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School Bus Safety Week
October 22—26, 2012

From….NAPT website

How to Promote School Bus Safety
During School Bus Safety Week
Encourage Local Businesses to
Offer Public Support

There are a wide variety of things you can do to
promote school bus safety during National School
Bus Safety Week. Here are some examples:

Work with the local media
• Encourage your local newspaper, radio station or
TV stations media to do a POSITIVE story about
school bus safety
• Public Service Announcements (PSA’s) - prepare
and distribute public service announcements for
both television and radio. (See insert titled
“Sample Public Service Announcements”).
• News Releases – prepare and distribute a news
release or releases to your local newspaper(s)
(See insert titled “Sample News Releases”).
• Feature articles in local newspaper(s) - You have
a wealth of information available at your
fingertips, which is of great interest to the public.
Reporters love facts so give them information
about your district transportation such as number
of buses, local policies, cost, etc. You may also
want to give your local newspaper a new story
that they can print during SBSW (See insert titled
“Sample Op/Ed Story or Letter to the Editor”).
• Radio and TV - If you have these services
available, provide them with the necessary
information so they can tell your story. Furnish
them the same type of information you supplied
the newspaper(s). Ask student’s favorite disc
jockeys to dedicate songs to school bus drivers.
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• Display Equipment - Park buses at shopping
centers or supermarkets with drivers available to
answer questions or hand out materials about
your transportation program. You might want pre
and post DOT buses for comparison. You may
want to display signs showing the costs of each
vehicle. Display vehicles for special needs
students, if you have them. Conduct mock
evacuation drills to show the public what you are
doing.
• Window Displays - Contact local business
people and arrange for transportation displays in
the windows. Many elementary teachers are
looking for poster projects for their students.
Display poster contest winners. High school or
vocational school classes in sales and advertising
may be called on to set up displays.
• Electronic Signs – Sometimes local businesses,
like banks and/or Savings and Loan institutions,
will have electronic signs with a moving message.
Encourage them to post a school bus safety
message during SBSW.
• Restaurant Place Mats - Some restaurants
would be willing to use place mats with public
service messages. Suggested topics could be:
poster contest winner; school bus driver pictures;
national, state and district transportation data;
explanation of 8-lamp system; and a school bus
laws quiz.
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Imperfect action
is better than
perfect inaction.

Please submit items for TIPS
by the 5th of each month to:
Vicki Mattson
Executive Director, IAPT
PO Box 8699
Waukegan, IL 60079

~Harry Truman

TIPS is designed, developed
and published for the benefit
of its membership. Original
articles may not be republished without the express
written consent of IAPT.

Email: email@ilapt.net (preferred)
Tel: 224-637-6984
Fax: 847-244-9851

© 2011 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation

© 2011 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation

21

September 2012

