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November has flown bye, could it have been too many things going on? NAPT was a
great experience again. The TSA exercise on Saturday was very informative. The
classes I attended proved challenging and interesting. It is amazing the differences and
similarities across the nation and world. As with last year a great experience.

Safety Poster
Contest Winners

Midwest Transit Equipment, Inc. sponsored a booth for IAPT at the Triple I conference
trade show on November 18-19. This is a conference that is attended by, Superintendents, school business officials and school board members. Barb and I handed out information about IAPT including membership applications and conference information. It
was a great opportunity to introduce IAPT to a broad spectrum of people who have never
heard of IAPT or understood the benefits of membership. Our sales pitch was and still
is, the best thing about IAPT is the resource of people, it may be a new problem for you,
but someone in our group may very likely have seen the same or similar challenge and
found a solution.
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Threat Assessments Offered By
DHS

As we look toward the holidays ahead, I am thankful for all the experiences I have had
as a member of IAPT and the opportunities to meet new people and share the passion for
safe transportation for the precious cargo, our future, our students.
Be sure to mark your calendar for the IAPT conference at the Pere Marquette, Peoria,
June 20-21 2017.
Please Welcome David Richards as our new Central Director.
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New Central
Region Rep-David
Richards

Far too soon we will be complaining about the cold, ice and snow (yes I know it is a 4
letter word).



I hope your December is safe and you all have
good time with friends and family.



Keep them safe!
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From the desk of
Mike Slife

Mike

Southern Bus &
Mobility Celebrates 20 years!
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Advertisers
In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the

Conference

following pages:
Central States ........................................... Page 7
Diga-Talk……………………………………...Page 6

Hello:

John’s Paint and Body ........................... Page 19

No real news about the conference
….yet.

Midwest Transit ................................. Page 2, 12
School-Radio.com………………………. Page 13

We are lining up some presenters
and are working on some surprises as we
plan.

Please patronize our advertisers. They are helping
us to encourage and promote the safety and
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois

I will be sending out conference
registration material in January. The
Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation board has again decided to offer
reduced conference registration for
those who register prior to April 1, 2017.

TIPS ARTICLES

Please make sure to read the offer
from the Department of Homeland Security to come to your facility and give an
assessment of your security plan.

Please think about writing an article
about some of the workshops you attend this year. Please submit articles
for TIPS to share some of the things
you learned while attending the conference. Maybe something you learned
while networking with your peers or at
the trade show.

Let us know if you have any suggestions for conference speakers or if
you would like to speak on a topic that
you feel strongly about.
Thanks to Midwest Transit Equipment for their support of IAPT at the
Triple I Conference in Chicago in
November.
Looking ahead to June 20-22, 2017
Barb
email@ilapt.net
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I.A.P.T. PINEWOOD BUS DERBY
AND THEY ARE OFF!!!! What a great added attraction to the 2016 I.A.P.T.
Conference trade show. Many participates lined the track after designing
a unique bus to run on the official Pinewood Derby Boy Scout Track. The
buses were weighed and in the holding area preparing for the over 35
participates. The buses were voted on for best in show from the tradeshow vendors and conference attendees. The First Place racers were
Penny Fleming and Co- worker from Crystal Lake District #471155. Best in
Show was Jerod Collins of Midwest Transit out of Kankakee, IL . Congratulations and a new Pinewood Bus Derby Kit was given to the winners so
they start early for next year’s race and best of show. The Oakwood Boy
Scout Troop #224 will be presented $150 donation from I.A.P.T. for the
use of the pinewood derby track.
John Sudlow an I.A.P.T member and Darla Dicken Central Division Director
of I.A.P.T teamed together to make this a very exciting and successful
Pinewood Bus Derby. John Sudlow cut the initial kits for the Derby and
was able to get the Pinewood Derby track from Troop #224. John Sudlow
the mastermind and MC of the race volunteered many hours to assure
the success of Pinewood Bus Derby. John was presented with a plaque
from I.A.P.T . for his above and beyond efforts.
--

Darla Dicken
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The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation is Grateful for all of your support
throughout the year and wish you a wonderful holiday season and the SAFEST of New
Years.
A Big Thank you to Midwest
Transit Equipment for their sponsorship of our booth at the Triple I Conference in
Chicago.
We were able to spread the word about IAPT to
many new people. We hope that this helps us promote our organization and to gain some new members.
You can also help spread the word about our organization. If you know someone in your area who
needs information, let me know.
Barb
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Please
Note

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1027
Peotone, Illinois 60468
Phone: 224-637-6984
Or 708-651-3124
Fax 708-249-0071
Email: email@ilapt.net
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Highway Base Introduction

Since 2006, the Transportation Security Administration (TSA), through its Surface Transportation
Security Inspection Program (STSIP), has been conducting voluntary Baseline Assessment for Security
Enhancement (BASE) reviews in an effort to assess and improve the security posture of mass transit
systems in the United States. The program has been very successful, resulting in an overall improvement
to security in the public transportation sector. TSA has been conducting this same security review concept
through local Surface field offices with the larger highway transportation sector. This process has
improved the working relationship between TSA and our school bus partners, over the road bus, corporate
trucking and motor coach while at the same time has elevated the overall posture of highway security. In
continuance of this effort, TSA respectfully requests your participation in conducting a cooperative
Highway BASE review focusing on your security operations.
Highway BASE is a non-regulatory, voluntary program in which local TSA surface field offices
work with highway transportation stakeholders across the United States to review their security practices.
In return, TSA will provide an Executive Summary report on their findings, assign an overall security
“score,” and provide recommended options for consideration designed to mitigate any vulnerabilities
identified. Also, as part of TSA’s Risk Mitigation Activities for Surface Transportation (RMAST), TSA
will partner with the stakeholder to provide free security training and resource material to help improve
and streagthen their over all security posture. Simply stated, the Highway BASE program is designed to
drive down the security risks of your organization.
Following the review, your company/entity will be provided with a detailed summary of findings
that include security strengths, security weaknesses, and two separate security “scores.” Participants will
be scored on their “Overall Security Performance” (total score) that looks at the implementation of all
possible security initiatives, as well as a second “Critical Element Score” (“critical” score) that measures
certain minimally expected security practices that should be in place. Both scores are ranked 0% thru
100%.
During the review process, TSA personnel will review various aspects of the stakeholders
security practices based on twenty three (23) recommended “Security Action Items” developed through
collaboration with our industry partners.
During the Highway BASE review process, your local TSA surface field office will review
relevant security documents, interview you or other designated security personnel, and (if appropriate)
observe operations. Once again, the emphasis of this review is to assist the stakeholder in increasing their
security posture through instituting and implementing smart security practices and establishing a
relationship with your local surface field office. Additionally, no information provided will be shared
with any entities outside TSA and no enforcement action will be taken as a result of the review.
© 2016 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
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Highway Base Introduction cont.

Participating in the HWY BASE program offers many benefits. Among those are the following:

 Offers a free security assessment and Executive Summary report, which provides
non-legally binding recommendations (Options for Consideration) that may
increase the company’s overall security posture
 Provides stakeholder with current best security practices
 Hardens assets against both terrorist and criminal elements
 Establishes a relationship with TSAs local Surface office as a security partner and
resource
 Enhances the overall transportation security posture of the nation that will, in turn,
reduce the risk of terrorism
 Better prepare stakeholders for possible future security regulations
 Employees will benefit from an improved security environment
 Enhances the reputation that the stakeholder is an “industry leader”
 Improves their standing in the community as a “good neighbor”
 Provides data to support congressional rulemaking policies
HWY-BASE 23 Recommended Security Action Items (SAI’s)
Management & Accountability
1.

Have a designated Security Coordinator
•

2.

Primary and secondary coordinator with duties defined
Conduct a thorough Risk Assessment

•
3.

Based on Threat/Vulnerability/Consequences
Develop Emergency Response Procedures (ERP)

•
4.

Plan addresses after-action procedures for incident or disaster
Develop Security Specific Protocols (Security Plan)

•
5.

Plan addresses security issues/notifications/recognizes critical assets
Plan for Continuity of Operations (COOP)

•
6.

Backup plan to restore/recover services
Develop a Communications Plan.

•
7.

Procedures for communicating with all employees in emergencies
Safeguard Business and Security Critical Information

•

Ensure critical business information is protected
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HWY-BASE 23 Recommended Security Action Items (SAI’s)
8.

Be Aware of Industry Security Best Practices
•

9.

Aware of industry best practices thru business/government affiliations
Maintain Strong Inventory Control

•

List of assets/products and ability to locate them

Personnel Management
10.

Ensure Drivers Possess Valid Driver’s License and required endorsements
•

11.

Drivers have and maintain valid license/endorsements
Conduct Background Checks for Drivers/Employees/Contractors

•

Adequate background check on all employees

•

Disqualifying life events in past and present

12.

Develop and follow Training Plans
•

13.

Specific to the proper transportation mode
Participate in Security Exercises and Drills

•

Has participated in exercises in the past

Facility Security
14.

Maintain Facility Access Control
•

Restrict entry to all facilities/sites

•

Issue/Display badges

•

Visitor control procedures

15.

Implement Strong Physical Security at all locations
•

Physical barriers (fences/gates, etc.) to limit vehicles & pedestrians

•

Alarms systems/CCTV/Key control/guards/parking/lighting

16.

Enhance Internal and External Cyber Security
•

Require password login/firewalls

Vehicle (En Route) Security
Continued on page 11
© 2016 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
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HWY-BASE 23 Recommended Security Action Items (SAI’s)
Vehicle (En Route) Security
17.

Develop a robust Vehicle Security Program
•

18.

Door locks/panic buttons/truck tracking/restrict parking
Develop a solid Cargo/Passenger Security Program

•
19.

Cargo locks/seals, supplemental locks, alarms
Plan for High Alert Level Contingencies

•
20.

Steps taken if National Threat Alert is issued
Conduct Regular Security Vehicle Inspections

•
21.

Inspections in addition to safety inspection
Have procedures for Reporting Suspicious Activities

•
22.

Must report suspicious threat activity and procedures to address actions to be taken
Ensure Chain of Custody &Shipment /Service Verification for all transports

•
23.

Confirmation of arrival/completion of shipment or trip
Pre-plan Emergency Travel Routes for vehicles

•

Route restrictions/limitations and planning for emergency re-routing

These Assessments are free to you. Please take advantage of this
fantastic resource we have been given.

Contact Robert L. Jackson
Robert.L.Jackson@tsa.dhs.gov
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LQQK what you
missed….
The planning has begun on the 2017
Illinois School Bus ROAEO. Start
getting your drivers in the mood for
the ROADEO. It will be here before
you know it.

JUNE 2017
ILLINOIS SCHOOL BUS
SAFETY ROADEO
PEORIA, IL
I would lik e to thank all those who
helped out during the 2016 ROADE O.
We could not have done it without your
help. Look forward to seeing you next
year!
- Mik e Stier, ROADE O Chairperson
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Welcome IAPT Newly Appointed Central Region Representative
David Richards
David Richards is currently the Director of Transportation for Valley View School District 365U which serves most of the
communities of Romeoville and Bolingbrook. He has been with Valley View School District for the last 4 years making him
relatively new to the school transportation industry. Before coming to his current position David had an extensive career in
the automotive industry.
David is also very active in his community. He is an elected official currently serving on the Village Board of Romeoville as
a Trustee. He has served as treasurer of the high school band boosters, president of St. Andrew the Apostle school board
and a member of the Romeoville Beautification Commission as well as currently being a member of the Hampton Park
Social Athletic Club, Knights of Columbus and high school athletic boosters.
David lives in Romeoville with Denise, his wife of 28 years, and their daughter Erin. He enjoys auto racing and
government, as well as spending time with family. He has always enjoyed serving the community and sees his current
position as an opportunity to serve a wider ranging group of people.

Dues Renewal!
Please don’t forget to renew your Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation Membership. We
will be publishing our Membership Directory after the first of the year. Your dues must have
been received in order to be included.
The renewal date was October 1, 2016. We will be sending out a second invoice shortly.
If we have received your current dues we have been acknowledging that with an email. If you
would like you can pay on line through PayPal. There is a slight up charge to use PayPal.
Our membership fee is extremely reasonable and there is good value in the networking opportunities that membership affords us.
© 2016 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
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“DID YOU KNOW”- COLD WEATHER STARTING
When the weather turns cold, particularly with sub-zero
temperatures, there are some highly recommended procedures that
will assist in starting diesel engines.
Oil Viscosity
The viscosity of your engine oil could make a huge difference on
whether your engine starts. Manufacturers recommend you use
10W30 viscosity grade for the Midwestern area of the country.
15W40 oil is rated for temperatures down to 20 degrees above
zero; 10W30 oil is rated to zero degrees; synthetic 5W40 is
rated to -20 degrees. ALL oil types need to be replaced at
approximately 350-500 engine hours or 6 months whichever occurs
first. Please view your owner’s manual for oil change intervals
for your particular engine.
Fuel Blends
Work with your fuel supplier to assist you in purchasing the
proper blend for the weather conditions. Year round additive
treatments to reduce moisture and microbial action are highly
recommended. Additional fuel additives could improve the
starting and engine performance; contact your bus supplier for
more information. You may have a great relationship with your
fuel supplier but you are ultimately responsible for the buses
running routes each day.
Bio-Diesel blends tend to gel when temperatures reach 20 degrees
or below. If gelling occurs, replace the fuel filter.
Fuel Filters
Changing the fuel filter before winter is recommended.
Filters need to be replaced if gelling occurs.
Block Heaters
© 2016 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
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Block Heaters
Using the engine block heaters is recommended when ambient
temperature reaches 10 degrees Fahrenheit or below.
It is recommended to unplug the block heater before starting the
engine. The vibration from some engines may damage the hot
heating element.

Jumping Procedure When Below Zero
Start the first bus with the use of a power boost jumper system
or equal. Once the first unit is started, idle at higher RPM
using the dash throttle for approximately 10 minutes.
Using a 20 foot 2GA jumper cable, connect the jumper cables to
the second bus and charge for a few minutes.
Next, turn the ignition key “on” for 30 seconds (watch the “wait
to start” symbol on the dash). When the symbol goes out
immediately crank the engine. Once the second bus starts, repeat
the procedure through the entire fleet.
Battery Chargers
Operators have had great success with optional trickle chargers
tied into the block heater cord. It is important that the
trickle charger be built to sustain vibration and have a minimum
3 amp charge. See your bus supplier for greater detail.
Direct Fired Heaters
Optional heaters. Espar or Webasto fuel-fired heaters greatly
assist in warming the engine coolant to provide for improved
engine starting, keeping engine at operating temperatures,
defrosting the windshield and other windows, and provide driver
and passenger comfort. These heaters use a timer programmed to
pre-heat the coolant before the driver starts the engine. Do not
leave the diesel fired heater programmed to run for extended

Thanks to Scott Vanderlee of Midwest Transit for this article. All of the vendors were asked for input on this subject.
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Michael Slife
Principal Consultant-Transportation
Illinois State Board of Education
49CFR Parts 382, 383, 384 and 391 Docket #FMCSA-20-0031 RIN2126-AB18
SUMMARY: Establishes requirements for the CDL Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse (Clearinghouse), a database under the Agency’s administration that will contain information about violations of FMCSA’s drug and
alcohol testing program for the holders of CDLs. This rule is mandated by MAP– 21 and it will improve roadway safety by identifying CMV drivers who have committed drug and alcohol violations that render them ineligible to operate a CMV.
DATES: Effective Date: January 4, 2017. Compliance Date: January 6, 2020.

Southern Bus & Mobility Celebrates 20th Anniversary
Southern Bus & Mobility celebrated it’s 20 years in business this past year. We are a distributor for school buses, commercial buses and personal mobility equipment. Southern Bus & Mobility also has a full service facility and parts department.
In October 2016, we were awarded the Il State Bid contract for the 14 passenger MFSAB, 18+1 wheelchair school bus and
the 27 passenger school bus, which are manufactured by Trans Tech. In the summer of 2016, Southern Bus & Mobility became a dealer fo Trans Tech School buses. Trans Tech is based in Warwick, NY and was founded in 2007. Trans Tech
manufactures industry-leading Type-A school buses. MFSAB’s, and commercial buses. The company is known for its innovative and fuel-efficient conversion designs. Today, Trans-Tech Type-A school buses are leading the industry with customer-inspired innovations that are pushing the market forward to produce school buses that are safe, efficient, and built to
last.

Pictured at their display at the Triple I Conference in Chicago: From left to right: Eric Lopez, Trans-Tech-Sales Manager,
Phyllis Gebke, Southern Bus & Mobility, Sales Rep, Karen Gerdes, Southern Bus and Mobility and VP, Tom Gerdes, Southern Bus &
Mobility-President.
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Imperfect action is
better than perfect inaction.
~Harry Truman

TIPS is designed, developed and
published for the benefit of its
membership. Original articles
may not be republished without
the express written consent of
IAPT.
© 2016 by the Illinois Association
for Pupil Transportation
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Please submit items for TIPS by
the 5th of each month to:
Barb Rizzo
Executive Director, IAPT
PO Box 1027
Peotone, IL 60468
Email: email@ilapt.net (preferred)
Tel: 224-637-6984 Cell: 708-651-3124
Fax: 708-249-0071
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