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 Winter is just around the corner and as I write this I was just reminded that Christ-

mas is 3 weeks away. When the first snow falls, it is amazing how many people forget how 

to drive on slick roads.   I always worry less about our drivers than the others out on the 

roadways.  Have you reached out to your road commissioners? One of ours asked us to 

send them the time and roads the buses travel in the area to make sure those roads get at-

tention in a timely manner.  

 Ten of us from three area counties met for lunch last week.  It was a good time of 

commiserating, sharing and realizing we are all in this together.  Size does not really make 

a difference, the economy of scale still comes into play.  Most of us were still short drivers. 

 And everyone cares about student safety! 

 This is just a microcosm of what IAPT offers, the ability to share and learn from 

each other.  

 On another note, The Modes of School Transportation Task Force (MSTTF) has 

met 3 of the 4 times required and the last meeting is scheduled for December 6th.  The dis-

cussions have been good and informative. In my understanding the focus has been on the 

MFSAB’s and the confusion on training, rail-road crossings as well as many others.  So be 

on the lookout for updates as the final draft of the results will be the main topic of dis-

cusion before being presented to the State Board of Education and the General Assembly.  
 Don’t forget, your peers are facing or have faced some of the same challenges you 

are.  One of the best benefits I see from your local IAPT membership is the resources that 

are out there, are the same things that NAPT supply.  Send a question in and we will send it 

out to others and get answers.     

 Barb is working on next year’s conference, talking to speakers and vendors. Some 

great prospects out there.  If you have someone you have heard and their fees are reason-

able, let Barb know.  The dates are June 19 & 20, 2018 in East Peoria at the Embassy 

Suites.   

 You should have also received information about the Reasonable Suspicion training 

that is mandated for at least one staff member to  

have at your district.  This is often easily  

overlooked as people change jobs.  

Reply due January 1st to confirm class is scheduled.  

 Also, if you know of someone who is a new  

transportation director in your area, let us know  

and also let them know about IAPT.  

If you are not doing it already, reach out to your  

neighbors and organize a meeting, just to get better  

acquainted and affirm that you are not alone.  

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.      Mike 
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Advertisers    
 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the    
following pages:                        
 

Central States  .........................................  Page  7 

Diga-Talk……………………………… ….…. Page  6 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 17 

Midwest Transit  ................................ P age  2, 12 

School-Radio.com………………………. .. Page 9                           

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are  

helping us to encourage and promote the safety 
and  

efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

the trade show.   

 

Hello: 

 
 I have been able to secure a speaker that 

presented at NAPT for our June conference. 

 

 Karen Main presented several sessions at 

NAPT and I think you will find her informative 

and entertaining.  As we get closer to conference I 

will share more information. 

 

 I hope each of you had an opportunity to 

provide input to Tim Imler on the MFASB issue. 

 

 Expect conference materials to be out just 

before the end of January.  And, take advantage of 

the reduced early registration fee. 

 

 Have a wonderful holiday season and the 

safest of new years! 

 

 

Annual Conference June 2018,  

Embassy Suites 

East Peoria, Illinois! 

 

Mark your calendars,  

 

June 19-21, 2018. 
 

 

Wishing you a safe school year! 
 

 

Barb  email@ilapt.net 
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“DID YOU KNOW”- COLD WEATHER STARTING 
 

When the weather turns cold, particularly with sub-zero 

temperatures, there are some highly recommended procedures that 

will assist in starting diesel engines. 

 

Oil Viscosity 

The viscosity of your engine oil could make a huge difference on 

whether your engine starts. Manufacturers recommend you use 

10W30 viscosity grade for the Midwestern area of the country.  

 

15W40 oil is rated for temperatures down to 20 degrees above 

zero; 10W30 oil is rated to zero degrees; synthetic 5W40 is 

rated to -20 degrees. ALL oil types need to be replaced at 

approximately 350-500 engine hours or 6 months whichever occurs 

first. Please view your owner’s manual for oil change intervals 

for your particular engine. 

 

Fuel Blends 

Work with your fuel supplier to assist you in purchasing the 

proper blend for the weather conditions. Year round additive 

treatments to reduce moisture and microbial action are highly 

recommended.  Additional fuel additives could improve the 

starting and engine performance; contact your bus supplier for 

more information. You may have a great relationship with your 

fuel supplier but you are ultimately responsible for the buses 

running routes each day.  

 

Bio-Diesel blends tend to gel when temperatures reach 20 degrees 

or below. If gelling occurs, replace the fuel filter. 

 

Fuel Filters 

Changing the fuel filter before winter is recommended. 

Filters need to be replaced if gelling occurs. 

  

Block Heaters 
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Block Heaters 

Using the engine block heaters is recommended when ambient 

temperature reaches 10 degrees Fahrenheit or below. 

 

It is recommended to unplug the block heater before starting the 

engine. The vibration from some engines may damage the hot 

heating element.  

 

 

 

Jumping Procedure When Below Zero 

Start the first bus with the use of a power boost jumper system 

or equal. Once the first unit is started, idle at higher RPM 

using the dash throttle for approximately 10 minutes. 

Using a 20 foot 2GA jumper cable, connect the jumper cables to 

the second bus and charge for a few minutes. 

Next, turn the ignition key “on” for 30 seconds (watch the “wait 

to start” symbol on the dash). When the symbol goes out 

immediately crank the engine. Once the second bus starts, repeat 

the procedure through the entire fleet. 

 

Battery Chargers 

 

Operators have had great success with optional trickle chargers 

tied into the block heater cord.  It is important that the 

trickle charger be built to sustain vibration and have a minimum 

3 amp charge.  See your bus supplier for greater detail. 

 

Direct Fired Heaters 

Optional heaters. Espar or Webasto fuel-fired heaters greatly 

assist in warming the engine coolant to provide for improved 

engine starting, keeping engine at operating temperatures, 

defrosting the windshield and other windows, and provide driver 

and passenger comfort. These heaters use a timer programmed to 

pre-heat the coolant before the driver starts the engine. Do not 

leave the diesel fired heater programmed to run for extended 
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Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-249-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 

Please 

Note 
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Preparing for Winter Isn’t Just About the Mechanicals! 

 
 I know we are a diverse state when it comes to weather issues.  However, something we 

often forget when getting our operations ready for the cold weather here in the Midwest is the 

people side of things.  I worked in a rural school district for all of my time so my contact with my 

districts highway commissioners was always critical. 

 

 Developing a relationship with these individuals is pretty rough if you begin it with a fran-

tic first contact at 2 AM during a blizzard.  My suggestion if you are new to the position of su-

pervisor or new to the area you are working in is to reach out as soon as possible to the men or 

women in charge of keeping your area roads clean.   

 

 A short call or visit introducing yourself and confirming best contact information is criti-

cal.  I was extremely lucky to have had those relationships and these individuals always went 

above and beyond to keep our students out of harms way. 

 

 Starting your poll of these people at an early hour helps you to be able to provide the ap-

propriate information to your superintendent so that good decisions can be made about school at-

tendance. 

 

 If you don’t already have a group in your area of administrators that confer on school clos-

ings, maybe it’s a good time to start one. 

  

 Keep in mind that decisions you make at 4 AM are ones you have to live with throughout 

the day. 

 

 Get your rock salt ready and have a safe winter season! 
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IAPT Seeks Treasurer 
Please consider serving.   

 

Be an integral part in continuing the work of the last 34 

years of the Illinois Association for Pupil  

Transportation! 
 

President Mike Reinders, reindersm@winnebagoschools.org 

Please don’t let your membership expire!  If you haven’t renewed please 

do so ASAP!  Memberships renew on October 1! 

Reasonable Suspicion Training    June 18, 2018 
Embassy Suites and Conference Center 

100 Conference Center Dr. 

East Peoria, Illinois 
We will try to keep the cost per person to $ 50.00.  The greater the number of attendees the 

lower the cost.  No payment necessary to register!   

   Email registration to:  email@ilapt.net before January 1 

 

Minimum of 30 participants required 

  

Name:____________________________________________ 

  

Employer:_________________________________________ 

  

Your Email:_______________________________________ 
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   Crystal Lake School Bus Drivers Bring Home Trophy # 11 
                                         Submitted by, Penny Fleming 
 

For the past 12 years, Crystal Lake School Districts 47 & 155 School Bus Drivers have entered a 
school bus in Crystal Lake’s Festival of Lights Parade.  The parade kicks off the holiday season each 
year the day after Thanksgiving in downtown Crystal Lake.  With the weather so nice that evening, 
over 5,000 adults and children of all ages lined the mile-long parade route to watch the illuminated 
parade floats, police and fire department vehicles, marching bands, and see Santa make his way 
through the parade.  Regardless of weather conditions the parade draws a respectably sized crowd 
every year.   
This year, a team of School Bus Drivers designed and dressed the bus as the “Beast” from the hit 
movie Beauty and the Beast.  With a popular theme, designer wheel covers, employees dressed in 
costume and an estimated 7,500 to 8,000 lights on the bus, this team clearly created a crowd pleas-
ing float.   
Trophies are awarded to the first place winners in five different categories.  Our team took the First 

Place Trophy for Best Use of Lights!  Of the 12 years that we have entered a bus in the parade, we 

have won 11 trophies.  While it is definitely exciting to win a trophy to add to our collection and be 

able to say “we won”, watching the faces of children and adults alike as the bus rolled by was an ex-

citing and rewarding experience in itself.  As for this very dedicated team, I couldn’t be more proud!    
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of      each 
month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
Fax:  708-249-0071 
 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 


